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the U8, and, wltimately, Utah, USHS colfections

Die Auswanderung

BY DOUGLAS D, ALDER

Tlll- SETTLEMENT OF THE AMERICAN WEST was mainly the result of
individual enterprise, but there were also group experiments. This
individual versus group dichotomy can be seen by contrasting the
fortune seekers who rushed to the California gold helds with the
[carians who went to the Napa and Sonoma valleys to set up a
utopian community." One could similarly contrast the thousands in
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Texas and Oregon who came as individual homesteaders with the
groups led by Stephen A. Austin to Texas or those whom Jason Lee
brought to the Willamette Valley of Oregon.

The most numerous and long-lived group settlements in the
West were clearly those of the Mormons in the Great Basin where
thousands ol Latter-day Saints gathered trom Europe and North
America.

Those emigrants who came from German-speaking lands in
Europe to the Great Basin are examples of both the individual and
the group undertaking. For example, the Mormon-sponsored
emigrants from Germany, Switzerland, and Austria who came prior
to World War | were generally transported in groups. Most often
they traveled directly from Central Europe to Utah with the guid-
ance of church emigration agents all the way 1o the Great Basin.
German-speaking people of other religious persuasions came 1o
Utah also, but generally they came individually and indirectly, often
living several years in other parts ol the United States prior to their
move to Utah. Following World War I the group syvstem ol the
Mormons ended. Thereatter, those who chose to come on their own
imtiative had to arrange their own hnances and their own travel.

Whether they came individually or in groups their story must
impinge on many more Utahns than those six thousand plus now
living in the state who themselves were born in Europe, because
today 190,000 Utahns claim to have German ancestry — one eighth
ol the state’s population.’

Though Utah is a rather remote spot and not as well known for
preserving German culture as the American Midwest, there is
nonetheless a Utah-German connection. Itis not unusual for anyone
in Utah to listen to the German hour Saturday mornings on radio or
buy European specialities at Sieglried’s Delicatessen. Businesses like
Buehner Block, the old Schneitter's Hot Pots near Midway, the
Homespun Restaurant in Leeds, the now detunct Auerbach’s de-
partment store or the memorable Bamberger Interurban Railroad,
and the continuing Deutsches Theater in Salt Lake City testify to the
presence of German enterprise,

“The 1980 censies data have pot vet been completely published bat are available thvough the
Burean of the Census, U8, Department of Commerce. Unforuunately, the Swiss narivity figures are
not being rnm{iih-d separately. People of German nativity in Uh numbered 5850 and Austrian
mitives, 292, The 170 consus showed 566 Swiss, The 1950 dag show 9,755 Fn.-uplr over the age ol
eighitecn who speak German in the home and 1633 between the ages of hve and seventeen. One
supplementary report s been helplol: *Ancestry of the Population by Sate: 180, p, 56,
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I'he Swiss Choir establishes a subtler point: that much of whatis
commonly called *German™ may in fact be from a neighboring land
— Switzerland or Austria — that is German-speaking. Some
German-speaking Utabns were even born in German portions ol
present-dav Poland or Czechoslovakia. So lor the purposes ol clis-
cussion here the German-speaking emigration 1o Utah includes all

E]Il,"\t' _-,_::n1||:|~._

OIRGANIZING THE MORMON EMIGRATION

I'he German-speaking Mormon emigration began in 1853, a
decade after British and Scandinavian emigrants had begun the
trek.” The organization, hinancing, routing, and destunations had
become much more definite by 1833, and the Germans benefited by
it. As soon as the missions gained a solid footing in Germany, the
Liverpool shipping office was ready 1o handle their emigration busi-

1SS,

Feirah hastory ol Maopmanisim in ey s Cilbsers Sehaells Mormaiion iy Cepmomy (Sali Lake
Conye Daeseret Bk Co, 195100
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Once the Mormon agent in Liverpool knew when a departure
would be possible, he notiied the mission president in Switzerland
where the work was strongest. In later years he informed the Ger-
man leaders of departures too. Prior to that notification, the two
carried on a correspondence concerning the amount ol church
financial aid available and the number of emigrants registering. On
the Continental side, the mission president acted as subagent. He
encouraged the members to gather to Zion, publicized detailed
instructions, and received deposits of money, He was responsible for
registering all the passengers with the Liverpool office and accom-
panying the travelers to that city.

Upon arrival in Liverpool the emigrants made such purchases
as were recommended and attended a meeting of all the Mormon
passengers traveling on the ship. The European mission president
presented a regular ecclesiastical organization for their sustaining
vote, Then he bade them farewell and they were on their way. They
were met at the port in America by a Mormon agent who had
arranged their further rransportation, either to the outhtting point
hefore the completion of the railvoad or divectly to Salt Lake City
after 1869, When they reached Salt Lake City, “g[lx n, or any other
L[.tll-:h.!ilumtlnn.lht?y were met either by relatives and friends or the
German LDS Organization, which was charged with the task ol
receiving and helping new arrivals." On ar least four occasions the
German mission president did an end run, chartering ships that left
from Hamburg, avoiding the Liverpool ofhce.

To the Mormons in Europe the trusted Mormon missionarics
were the si rm]gr,"al :ltiw I'[‘E‘i'L'IIIL‘IIT Iut"ihl.' St l-l"l”t"l’i gathering 1o 'J"iuii

|nhuiu,:,u Iu|| 1|]:,..n A8 agents Inr Ihf_‘ mllnultm] converts whom Ill:-'-.
bapuzed. They olten provided a link between the new members and
some specific town or employment in the Utah-ldaho area,
Undoubtedly some missionaries were overly enthusiastic,
perhaps even painting an unduly optimistic picture of the Zion in
the mountains, Whenever this was the case the church inherited
some embittered Europeans in Utah whose letters back to the old
country bore words of disillusionment. Some of these emigrants
even returned to the “Heimat” to criticize Mormonism.” This does
not suggest that such salesmanship was intentionally misleading.

Prer Sierm, 15204
‘e Reform., VA5, ane Millennent Star, B7 580
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Certifronte tssued in 1863 allived emigrant to draw 8 1.00 worth of vations from
the Maormon warehouse in Flovence, Nebraska, USHS collections.

The missionaries returned to that same Zion and knew they would
have to live with the people they encouraged to emigrate. They
received no bounty as did some land scheme promoters.
Though some criticized the voyage and the new Jerusalem in
the Rocky Mountains, many more remained totally devoted to the
g‘qnlwnng. In an 1861 letter describing Im_]numu to Salt Lake
City, Ulrich Loosli wrote of the improved economic condition he
and those with him experienced. They had become property owners
and successful Farmers, but he hastened to add., one should not come
to Zion tor improving living standards. Then he changed ground
and mourned for his oppressed brethren in Europe: “Wie arm dass
die Schwizer sind and sie gut wie es haben konnten” (How poor the
Swiss are and how good it could be for them).*

FINANCING THE EMIGRATION

Mormon leaders explored many avenues to finance the emig-
rauon.” They encouraged travelers to deposit their personal funds
with the church in I"lll:l!‘.rl.‘ imstead of r n]-.m;, r thett along the way. On
arrivalin Utah immigrants were able to receive their de ‘posits in cash
or kind. This allowed the church to amass funds in Europe without
sending them from Utah. Sometimes church leaders permitted their
European agents to divert tithing money into the emigration fund.

e Dhgrageller, 42117

"Richard Jensen, *The Financing of Mormon Tmmigration in the Nineteenth Century.”™ un
|-Lt!-|I1|IHI paper from the Joscph Fielding Smith Instioe of Church History, Brigham Young
University, Prove, Uah
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Drives were undertaken in Utah to raise donations for emigra-
tion, and members in the Rocky Mountains were urged to sponsor
and even finance the voyage of Europeans. Sometimes the agents
helped immigrants find employment along the way to finance the
trip. They also set up a savings program to help emigrants accumu-
late funds for their fare. The church provided some loans and in
rare cases offered welfare help to transport needy people without
charge. Some early immigrants who came on a contract labor system
arrived privately, such as young Fritz Zaugg who came to work for a
farmer named Christian Hirschi in Park Valley." Zaugg later
brought the rest of his family to Utah through his earnings there.

The Perpetual Emigrating Fund sponsored by the church was a
system of lending the fare for the trip to worthy members with the
agreement that they would repay their expenses to the fund to
enable the next Latter-day Saint to make the journey. The fund was
notoriously in arrears, suggesting that the obligation to repay was
strained by the meager incomes of those who arrived. People
traveling on church funds were often those whose friends or rela-
tives had made advance deposits to the fund in Utah in the name of
the prospective emigrant.

THE VOYAGE

Up to 1869 the voyage was long and tedious. The travelers were
told repeatedly that they must travel light; only 100 pounds per
adult were allowed on the wagons of the church teams. For the ship
each emigrant had to furnish a wool blanket for his bunk as well as
his eating utensils and dishes. Although the food on the ship was
furnished, it was suggested that a few supplements be taken along.
Pickled cucumbers and onions were especially recommended, as
well as dried meat. Guns and power were forbidden on the voyage.
They were not needed until the outfitting point was reached and
were provided there. One article in the German LDS publication Der
Stern gave such practical suggestions as to bring some toys for the
children and a boule of bicarbonate of soda, which it claimed
freshened the stale water on the ships.” If printed instructions had
been the Saints' only preparation they would have been well in-
formed, but they also had personal contact with Utahns daily, which
made them a very well instructed group.

*Douglas D, Alder, “Fritz Zaugg, Teenage Emigrant,” Beehive Hustory 8§, 1982, pp, 10-12.
"er Sterm, 2270
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The length of the voyages in the steerage vessels averaged [our
to five weeks, with some as long as seven weeks. Health problems
were very common and many deaths were recorded.” Vovages that
succeeded in arviving at their destination without experiencing at
least one death were considered outstanding. Heinrich Reiser de-
scribed a diflicult vovage of the William Tapscott in May and June of
1860 with 83 German-speaking Saints among the 730 European
Mormons aboard:

We received our toodstults raw and had o cook them ourselves,

The kitchen was oo small for 100 persons so we considered ourselves

lucky if we got something to eat once a day, We saw no bread, only

sailor's awichach that was sohard we could break things with i, and hiid

we not brought some Fruit (dried) and warst with us, we could have

suffered greatly, as we neared New York many were near death; some

dhd cie in that ity and others died on the journey o Florence, Neb-

vaska,''

The menu on board, though sufficient, must have been somewhat
repetitious. A record for 1859 reports the following allotment per
week for each person over eight years old (the same sufficing for two
persons under that age): 3% pounds of zwiebach, which was used
maostly for soups, 1 pound flour, 1% pounds oatmeal, 1% pounds
rice, 1% r pounds dried peas, 2 pounds potatoes, 1% pounds beef, |
pound pork, 1 pound sugar, a little rea, salt, mustard, pepper, and
vinegar., '

After 1868 the number of davs on the water was reduced
considerably because the church began chartering stcamships.
which cut the vovage time to about twelve days. By 1869 immigrants
could also travel by rail to Utah. The cost of the 'I.!.|I|l-|l.‘l1|]l Was cut 1o
$75 and to three weeks in time. This reduction brought many
changes, the most significant being that the health of the companies
was not put under such peril.

Although the tide of the British emigration began to decline as
the German rose. the church-sponsored emigration continued, in-
cluding the shipboard organization into wards. The presence of
missionaries and conference presidents in the companies and agents
at the ports kept the emigration flowing smoothly. Under the close
supervision ol experienced travelers, the emigrants could avoid
being feeced at inspection stations and railroad terminals. Costs

Wker Diarssefler, 12108
Wier Sternr, 32:002,
fbew Sarsteller, 412
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were kept ata minimum until the church-sponsored emigration was
stopped by 1914,

Arrival at the Castle Garden :nspuumu point was memorable
for most newcomers, Babeue hunzler in 1859 left this warm re-
membrance:

When we arrived in New York Brother Lark, representing

Brather Canon [sie | who could nor come, was already there. We were

taken toa hotel, The presidency of the mission decided that it would be

wise for us to remain in New York for the winter. Since it was too

expensive to remain in the hotel ansther housing arrangement was

sought as fast as possible. . .. Already all of our brothers and sisters
have work, Those with trades are in demand, especialy the shocmak-

ers. | have also been promised work, Maria Stahbl is also employed by

the Lamily where ©am 1o help and she is satishied and does not wish o

return. ... On the first Sunday we were taken to a hall where more
than lHJ-I'.l 'L!m mons were gathered. Oh, how my soul was stirred by the
sight. . . .

Brother Maser [ve ] gave an address to us Swiss which did us good
and at the same time evidenced his keen mind. He also troubled
himsell wo speak to cach of us individually, For years 1 have wished o
know this man and now [ have experienced it. .. . On Tuesday evening
we had o German meeting in our house, Brother Canon spoke in
English and Brother Maser translated into German but 1 eould under-
stand Brother Canon Gairly well, We muost all learn English this winter
because it is so essential."”

Baberte's experience was not typical in that she stayed i New York,
Most companies were put immediately on the train and sent off to
the outhiting posts if they arrived before 1869 or directly 1o the
valley thereafter. Ulrich Loosli left a glowing record of his crossing
in 1860 and concluded with this optimistic advertisement:

In Switzerland there are some who consider this ek a tremen-
dous difheulty but 1 say in troth thar in twenty vears T have never
worked less than 1 did on this wip and 1 had more 1o do than the
others!"

Heinrich Reiser's report ol the trek in the same year was quite the
opposite:;

. We had 1o wait in Florence a whole month until our wagons
arrived and not until July were we able o begin the ditheult journey
over the plains of North America. Some ol our Swiss brothers and
sisters had o go by handeart, Usually two adults, mother and father,
pulled the cart with two children as well as foodstuffs and clothes in it It
made me weep o see such a group depart.

The trip Jasted three months and many lost their lives during this
time. Almost every evening we had o dig o grave and wward the end

Hlder Daradeller, 424,
e Baradeller, 4:117.
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the deaths occurred often during the night by lantern hght so that we
had to dig the graves in the morning also because no one could be left
behind to do that.”

A difference in attitude may explain
the contrast between Loosli’s and
Reiser's reports, but another factor s
that the Loosli group lost only one
traveler to death while those under
Reiser's direction lost many, at sea as
well as on the overland journey.

In 1870 Karl G. Maeser led the
first German-speaking group to Utah
by the quickened methods of steam-
ship and railroad. The party departed

Wher Nierw, 332002
A native of Saxony, Karl G, Maeser became a

prominent etfwcator i Utak and established

Brigham Young Academy, below, i Prove.
USHS collections.
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from Liverpool July 14, 1870, on the steamer Manhattan and after
landing in New York on July 26 continued by rail and arrived in Sah
Lake City on August 5, 1870, The journey, which the first emigrants
experienced as a nine-month ordeal, had been reduced 1o a
twenty-three-day trip. Some hardships remained, but a way had
been found to eliminate the deaths.

One of the best aspects of Mormon planning was the added
thoughtfulness that made the arrival in Utah a thrilling experience
for the immigrants. On at least one occasion the First Presidency met
the train at Farmington and rode into Salt Lake City with the new
arrivals, speaking to each one individually during the ride.” An-
other record mentions that as the train entered Ogden at 4 A M. the
German Organization in that city was at the depot with sandwiches
and refreshments for their compatriots,'”

Occasionally an immigrant failed to meet his hosts at the depot.
When [ourteen-vear-old Friedrich Zaugg came as a contract laborer,
his company arrived four days earlier than planned and his in-
tended master was not at the depot. He was petrified, partly because
he could not speak English. So he got back on the train thinking that
he had heard his destination, Park Valley, called out a few stops
back. He was wrong, of course, The conductor had to put him off the
train at the next stop, Morgan, Utah, because he had no ticket. The
stationmaster there took the boy to a neighbor who spoke French.
After a few tense days farmer Hirschi and the lad found each other
and traveled by wagon three days to remote Park Valley where Fritz
looked at the vast desert and queried, “Is this Zion:"

MorMON EMIGRATION PoLICY CYCLE

For the first century of the LDS church's existence the doctrine”
ol gathering the Saints to Zion remained significant. The motives of
the German-speaking people in accepting this message and under-
taking the trek to the new Zion in the Rocky Mountains could be
analyzed as idealistic and materialistic. Perhaps the more important
ol the two was the idealistic — the desire to live among the Saints, to
experience the temple covenants, to build up a literal kingdom of
God on the earth, This was especially true in the early period when
no temple was available in Europe. 1f people had been looking for a

" her Stern, 3:45-47
e Siern, 15204,
WPecerine and Covenanis, 29:5-8.
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way o escape poverty or to obtain land in America, they could have
found a more :1p|m1hng landscape than Utah. What a stark contrast
the Great Basin presented to the beauty of Switzerland or the pro-
ductivity of Germany.

The topic of emigration was continually held before the eyes of
church members in the mission periodicals. Every volume ol the
German magazines for Mormons from 1853 1o 1900 contained
editorials, detailed instructions, sailing dates, emigrant lists, farewell
letters, letters from the vovagers. and letters from German-speaking
Saints living in Zion. This excerpt from an editorial in 186215 typical:

It is an undeniable Gact that there are many in this Lined and others

and who claim 1o be Latter-day Saints, who, if they were so inelined w

make the effort, could have already gathered with the Saints in Zion.

How can this be? It comes simply from the Fact thin despite their

assertions they don't actually believe the message which God has de-

clared to them. These people have been repeatedly warned during the

last thirty vears concerning the suffering and devastation which would

come over the peaples of the earth and which would also ine lude the

Later-day Sants if they were not obedient o the voice from the
heavens to flee aut ol H.Iln[hn

We feel 1o urge the !‘h.ltl’l-lﬁ to exert every effort to Hee o the
gathering places of the Saints before the thunderstorm breaks. The
Lord knows his own. He can and will protect them as long as they are at
their duty, but those who could not keep His commandment o ].,.llhu
and do it not have no right and can make no claim o His protection.

The gathering policy of the LDS church began to change in the
latter part of the nineteenth century, perhaps because of conditions
in Utah or because of the developing crisis between the Mormons
and the federal government in the 1880s. As Utah began to hll up
with immigrants it became increasingly difficult to ind employment
or desirable land for new arrivals, but missionaries and church
leaders continued to support immigration even though some im-
migrants were inding Utah & hard place for a new start.

The U.S. immigration restriction laws ol 1885 and 1887 raised
some difficulties for Mormons because the legislation restricted
entry of “paupers,” and Mormon plans encouraged members 1o
deposit their money in Liverpool at the church emigration office
instead ol carrying money on their persons. In 1891 the next re-
striction law specifically added polygamists to the exclusion list.™

iy Reform 1 I Novembaer 1R92: 4741

it Cengren, Mareh 3, l'l!'ﬂ . B0 (S0, 6. Sec also Semate Repart [ 515, " Tmmigraton and
auraligition of the United States,” Blsp Cong., S0 wess., 1891, pasorm.
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Although Mormons did not practice polygamy in Europe, they did
belong to an organization that advocated its practice and many
would adopt it later upon arrival in America. A strong nativist
movement in America resisted immigration of Greeks, Italians, and
Slavs. This nativist attitude was easily linked to anti-polygamist ef-
forts against the Mormons.

In Germany Mormon missionaries Faced laws that specifically
prohibited recruiting emigrants. This led to occasional arrests of
missionaries. By the turn of the century church p(_rmdu.lh began
warning prospective emigrants of economic difhiculues in Utah: they
also attempred to soothe government officials in Germany and Swit-
rerland who were alarmed about the Mormon emigration which
they saw as a system to lure young girls into polygamy. In 1907 the
Millennial Star, the othaal voice of the church in England and
Europe, editorialized:

While the Church to which we belong 1s not using any influence to
persuade its members or others 1o emigrate but desires that many of
them shall stay and build up the work abroadd, this office s engaged ina
legitimite emigration agency both for sea vovages and land transpor-
tation in America, Latter-day Saints intending to gather in Zion, and

friends im Utah sending money to assist their relatives i in doing so, will
do well to book Tor their passage through this office.”

Following World War 1 church policy began to move rapidly
toward discouraging emigration. Debates in the US. Senate over
quota laws and atempts to win permission to proselytize in Germany
were among the factors that led Orson F. Whitney, European mis-
sion president, 1o announce:

As concerning the emigration question in general, we can again
declare thar we do not encourage our members to emigrate, On the
contrary we discourage them from emigrating and have actually had 1o
endure some criticism from our members for doing so. But it is our
considered intention 1o make our Swiss and German branches a bul-

wark for hmul and to Tound new branches and build new Church
buildings.”

Although this was official policy, the emigration continued. Many
missionaries, even mission presidents, befriended local members
and could not in conscience discourage them from emigrating.
Prospects for marriage within the church were slim in Europe.
Educational options for the Mormons in Europe were limited be-

O ilernal Srar, G500
ey Niern, 332106
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cause it was not the custom for
laboring classes to aspire Lo uni-
versity attendance; land owner-
ship in Europe was not com-
mon. Most of all, members in
Europe had little chance to
enjoy the full church program
in Europe, especially the temple
ordinances. Those who longed
to be in Zion had learned their
longing from missionaries or
relatives and [riends who had
preceded them to the moun-
tains of western America.

The Mow of German emi-
grants was really just getting a
healthy start when the church
began toshiftits policy, whereas
the British and Scandimavian
emigration had already de-
clined, Missionary work was
much later in establishing a firm
base in Germany, and legal re-
strictions against proselyuzing
were much more severe in
Germany and Switzerland than
in Scandinavia and Britain.

Some people now living in Utah undoubtedly experienced the am-
bivalent counsel that existed for decades in German-speaking
Furope — ofhaal discouragement of emigraton coexisting with
imdividual advice to emigrate. When Max Zimmer pressed the point

1922 he must have caused guilt feelings for many who would
emigrate anyway or sponsor emigration:

No missionary, and certainly no othcer in the Church, is justuhed

spreading any emigration |Jmii.||..,.|m1

We admomsh our brothers

and sisters and friends specifically 1o remain here and build up the

Lhutlll.

The irony of that statement is that Zimmer himself later immigrated

:.“r? 'I'|'rl'.l|. Sl i



Dhe Auswanderung 383

to Salt Lake City on invitation from church headquarters to become
chief German translator for the church. (It must be added, however,
that he did so only after serving for many years prior (o his depar-
ture as a leader in the Swiss mission and as president of that mission
during World War I1.)

As the worldwide depression struck in the 1930s, church lead-
ers reaflirmed their advice to German-speaking Saints to remain in
Europe, evidently unaware that the thunderstorm spoken of in 1862
was about to explode in Europe. Thus thousands of Mormons ex-
perienced the tragedy of Nazism and the consequent fears that their
membership in the church could become a cause of political oppres-
sion. Unlike the Jehovah's Witnesses, Latter-day Saints did not ex-
perience persecution as a whole, although some Mormons were
imprisoned, even executed.” Nonetheless, the Nazi experience and
the succeeding Communist takeovers in Eastern Europe stimulated
thousands of German-speaking Mormons to flee, immigrating to the
United States and particularly to Utah and Idaho immediately fol-
lowing the war,

Thus the post-World War 11 immigration to Utah far exceeded
any previous period. Beginning in 1947 when 62 members emig-
rated from the German-speaking missions, the number rose by 1958
to 710 who left in one year.™ Alarmed mission presidents in Ger-
many, Austria, and Switzerland issued a lengthy letter pleading for
members to support church policy and remain in Europe where
temples were now built.™ Although they experienced frustrations in
attempting to cap the gathering spirit that so many had worked so
hard to promote, their efforts gradually succeeded. The church
established stakes and seminary programs in Europe; in essence the
full program came to Europe, undercutting the argument for emi-
gration. Economic conditions changed and eventually reversed,
with the European economy actually surpassing the American. In-
creasing numbers of German-speaking Mormons have seen it as
their mission to remain in Europe. The German-speaking emigra-
tion has dwindled, but it is not over vet.

One such case s now become Tameas, that of Helmubh Heubner. See Alan F, Keele and
Diuglas F. Tobler, “The Fuliver's New Clothes: Helmuth Huebner and the Mormons i the Third
Reich,” Sumstone., November/December 1980, P 20-20 Thormas Rogers has recenitly P[]'I..ll_(‘l\ |_|||_||'|-
lished a play entitded “Hewubner™ inoa collection. Ged's Foed ( 1983

Hhouglas I Adder, “The CGermanes peaking Tmmigration to Uaih™ (Master's thesis, University
af Unah, 1954, p. 123

Wer Stern, 4348440,
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[NpIvIiDUAL EXAMPLES

Most of the German-speaking immigrants to Utah did not par-
ticipate in the pioneer experience of church-planned travel because
the majority of German-speaking immigration to Utah has come
since World War . They made individual decisions 1o immigrate
and found a legal sponsor in America — necessary lor passage
through the Immigration Service gates — who often offered hinan-
cial support or employment. These immigrants seldom came in
groups. Their story is often one of hardship. too, not so much in the
actual travel as in the adjustment to the new land and new lan-
guage.”

Walter and Marie Koch of Logan represent the post-World War
I1 generation.” Walter was a miner in Essen at age fourteen. Later
he became a farm worker and then a metal worker in a factory. He
experienced both World War I (beginning atage eight), in which his
father died, and World War 11 when he was drafted at age thirty-
eight. He remembers the inflation and social discord that brough

Il most vecent examminmtion of the Germman immigrant story in Ui is Ronald k. Dewsig
CGrerman-speaking migrants and the Sute of U A Briel History™ {Master™s thesis, Liniversiy ol
Uah, 148%)

wWalier Koch, “Reminscences,” Special Collections, Merrill Libirary Lih Stare University
Laovgan



Die Auswanderung 385

Hitler o ofhice as well as the horrors of war, especially several years
ol Russian prison camps.

Already alier World War | the Koch family dreamed of immi-
grating to America, but Walter's widowed mother and her three sons
coutld never alford the trip. She had joined the LDS church in 1916,
Walter was influenced by its teachings and met his wife, Marie, [rom
Cologne through the church. Their experiences in World War 11
were so severe that they determined o escape the Europe of Nazism
and Communism at their first opportunity, When the Kochs and
their two sons, Alfred and Helmut, finally arrived in America in
1946 Walter had dithculty inding work, learning the language, and
Fulfilling the requirements for citizenship. Now, however, the Kochs
are proud property owners, respected citizens, and unabashedly
happy. Their sons have had opportunities for higher education.
Walter also was able to bring his aged mother to America for the last
four vears of her life.

Roll Neugebauer did not experience the privanons of a soldier
or prisoner. He enjoved a good education and developed an expert
trade. Following his service as an LDS missionary in Germany, he
looked toward a solid future in Germany's booming economy. His
church leaders hoped that he would remain in Germany to become
part of the leadership in the homeland. But Rolt's correspondence
with a young woman missionary led to a decision to be married. He
immigrated to Utah where he and Dixie Miskin were marned n
1973, His move to the United States has actually been an economic
detriment, but he is nonetheless delighted with the decision for he
likes the openness of the American landscape ;md people. He
brought his parents to Utah and then a brother.™ In 1983 his lasi
brother immigrated, even though he was well established in Ger-
many.

Many other German-speaking people came to live in Utah be-
sidles Mormons. Simon Bamberger is the most prominent because he
became governor of the state and a successful businessman.™ Others
include Richard Karl August Klewing, the architect ol the Utah
Capitol, and the William Behle family in medicine,

Eugene Santschi came to New York as a seventeen-year-old lad
in 1876. He learned to work in manufacturing firms in Alton,

Ruth Harris Swaner, “10s Theor Destiny: From the Gr ip of Bussian Bule to Amenca.” Cicke
Cilizen [i,ll“..ln:h August 10, 19835,

W ate B Carter, comj " The Contribation of Germany, Holland, Daly, Ausiria, France, and
Switzerkand 1o Uiah.” Daughters of the Uah Ploneers Historwal Pamphlet, 1942, p. 266
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inois, and eventually moved 1o
Carbon County in 1888, There
he worked in manutacturing as-
soctated with mining. He served
as a county commissioner and
later moved o Washington,
D.C.. where he served as an
oflicer in the general stall of the
LLS. Army."

\ well-known immigrant in
Cache Valley is Ed Gossner, who
arrived in Wisconsin from Swit-
serland about 1930 and engaged
in cheese making, He wanted to
establish his own Factory and
undertook a tour to hind a sui-
able [jl.'ur. When he wvisited
Utah's Cache Valley he im-
mediately recognized opportu-
nity. He found dairy farmers
willing to form a cooperatve
under his leadership. Late
known as the Cache Valley Dairy
Association, this organization
became one of the natnon’s besi
known manulacturers of Swiss
and cheddar cheese. Gossner
later lelt the :'unpvl;lliu' and es-
tablished the cheese factory
which 1s thriving under the di-
rection ol Ed Gossner, Jr., with
father looking on.”™

eoble Warram, L'tall Sewce Swiehawut, 4

vals, (Chivago and Salt Lake: 5. |, Clark Cao
RN ELTE B

. |,|_||,.:|||||1|||1-||||||;_||‘|k-. I'uII 1L HI'__'lI
Silionl, Febrpary 9, 1950, Soathbeld, Luab, o

AUTIOE & [HAs s

(ot b=trire Frtrefirenens l,l'.u.l',.,-,. Derm,
FrLLTR ajrn'u'l ,I'”. Wik f-.-ur_,-;. .“' k bifine
l'lr'."l.".'n d fo il '.'r'.'llllf.' the menes af Meveti
Ca'dol o Tevis P itf {feehy |Irl'|'i'||rL'
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Among the successtul Germans is Henry Kissel who came to the
United States at age eighteen from Bavana.”™ After living in New
York, Ohio, Nebraska, kansas, and Washington, he settled in
Ogden where he carried on his trade as a tailor. Paul Heitz came to
the United States at age fourteen.” Alter Farming elsewhere he
settled in Tremonton in the 1880s, helped found the telephone
company there, and eventually opened a very successtul auto dis-
tributorship. One of the most illustrious German businessmen was
John Dern, born in Haussen by Giessen in 1830, who came 1o
Amenca in 1865 and farmed m Hlinois.™ His enterprises expanded
into grain, lumber, coal, livestock, and eventually banking. He
served as a state senator in Hlinois before his mining investments
interested him in Utah. He moved his familv 1o Utah where his son,
George, became the state’s sixth governor. Francis Fritsch, another
non-Mormon German, came to Ohio in 1850 at age htieen. Firstasa
druggist and later as a banker he became afHuent. In 1888 he moved
with considerable wealth 1o Salt Lake City for his health and
founded several businesses.

The common thread
among these prominent
German-born Utahns who
were not Mormons 1s that
thev left Germany or Swit-
rerland as teenagers. They
came to America, usually
alone, and started at the bot-
tom of the ladder in pursuit
ol fortune, They lived in sev-
eral places betore coming o
Utah and in many cases came
to the Rocky Mountains with
their career or lortune al-
ready under way. They were
often attracted here by min-
iny_ or the ratlroad.

Thewr story provides a
strong contrast to the Mor-

Surtss-farn ariisd Jolhm Hafen, USHS
“Woarrum, Lhah Siaee Siidehood, 206607 rollections
"Wlhaed., 24633
¥ haed., 2266
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mon immigrants who came directly 1o Utah and arrived in poverty.
Nonetheless. the Mormons have also produced people of high ac-
complishment from among the German-speaking. Karl Maeser was
the first to achieve acclaim and is still known as one of the state's most
famous educators. John Halen achieved renown as an artist. Alex-
ander Schreiner isan internationally known organist. Johnand Emul
Fletcher became accomplished architects. Peter Prier is a successtul
violinmaker. In business there are names like Carl and Ouo
Buchner, Walter Stover, William Perschon, and Kasper Fetzer.

So the Germans have come to Utah and have remained here.
Most of them were Mormons but a substanual group were not.

How the evcle has changed! Now more and more German-
speaking Mormons are choosing to remain in Europe. I'hose who
come are not doing so for opportunity, and their level of sacrifice is
not comparable 1o earlier generations. Their travel has been re-
duced from weeks to hours. No one dies on the way, German-
American ties remain very strong, not only genetically but person-
ally. Nowadays, it is common for German-speaking Utahns to enjoy
the good fortune of trips back to Europe, olten more than once.
[nterestingly, the story is happening in reverse. Many Germans,
Austrians, and Swiss people come to Utah for a visitand then return
to Europe. So Utah and German-speaking Europe are in some wiys
even more entwined. The Utah-German connection has been a vital
part of the state’s history and voyaging back and forth is sull very
much alive.
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