UTAH IN HER WESTERN SETTING






EUC Lo

UTAH IN HER
WESTERN SETTING

By
MILTON R. HUNTER, Ph.D.

REVISED EDITION
Ninth Printing

Deseret News Press
Salt Lake City, Utah
1958

s T ERUCATION
5"5,’3 Lo LE CENTER



Copyright, 1946
by
Milton R. Hunter, Ph.D.



PREFACE

This book is designed primarily for young people
of public school age who are studying Utah history. The
purpose of the volume is to give a sweep of Utah history
from the arrival of the first white men in Utah up to the
year 1943. Conscious effort was made to keep the book
from becoming too detailed and at the same time to tell
the story of the principal events of Utah’s history. Of
necessity some historical facts had to be omitted. An
effort was made to keep the language simple and readable.
In order to give the students a more balanced under-
standing of Utah, chapters are devoted to the geography,
topography, and plant and animal life of the State. In
the last chapter an attempt is made to give a picture of
Utah life today. Conditions are changing so rapidly that
Utah today may not be Utah tomorrow. However, many
of the topics discussed in that chapter appear to be of a
permanent nature.

In harmony with modern methods of teaching, the
material is arranged in topic form. The contents of the
volume are divided into nine main subjects, termed units,
and they in turn are divided into fifty-four chapters.
Whenever it was possible, the units were placed in chrono-
logical order. But the topic method often makes it im-
possible to place all the chapters and units in chronologi-
cal order. Hence, in some of the units the story goes back
to the time of the arrival of the first pioneers in Utah and
then follows a particular phase of their history through
to its completion.

Obviously the division of the book into nine units
does not mean that all the units are of equal value and that
the same amount of time should be devoted to each. Some
units are more vital than others, contain many more
chapters, and require more time for study.

Because of the topic method, the book may be stud-
ied completely or in part. Certain topics may be omitted,
or the whole may be rearranged, according to the time
available and the interest of the reader.
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Stories, which fit in with material presented in
various chapters, appear at the end of each unit under the
caption of Supplementary Stories. References are given
go ihgge stories at the end of the chapters wherein they

est fit.

Throughout the book the words “Saints” and “Gen-
tiles” are frequently used to distinguish between the
Mormons and non-Mormons. The terms as used are not
intended to be complimentary nor derogatory to-either
group, but appear merely as terms of differentiation.

The writer expresses gratitude to Dr. Leland Har-
grave Creer, chairman of the history and %)olitical sci-
ence department of the University of Utah, for carefull
reading the entire manusecript and writing the foreword.
Also, aptpreciation is expressed to Dr. Burton K. Farns-
worth of the State Department of Education for reading
much of the manuscript and giving valuable guidance
and suggestions throughout the entire time that the book
was being written. David Gourley, Miss Jeinie Camp-
bell, and some of the other members of the State Depart-
ment of Education offered valuable suggestions which
helped to guide the author in his work.

The writer is also deeply indebted to several of the
superintendents of the various school districts of Utah,
to some of the school supervisors, and to many of the teach-
ers of Utah history for their suggestions in helping to
determine which events were of enough importance to
be included in a book of this nature. Among these peo-
ple, special mention is made of Grant Gardner, principal
of the Payson Junior High School, of T. L. Thomson,
principal and social science teacher at Ephraim, of Alvin
Hess, principal of the Logan Junior High School, of Vance
Walker, social science teacher at Hyrum, and of Dr. E.
Allen Bateman, superintendent of the Logan City Pub-
lic Schools.

Credit and appreciation are also given to several
faculty members of the Utah State Agricultural College
for supplying the writer with pertinent information in
their respective fields of specialization. These faculty
members are: Dr. Ernest A. Jacobsen, dean of the
school of education; Byron Alder, professor of poultry
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husbandry ; Professor George D. Clyde, dean of the school
of engineering; Dr. D. I. Rasmussen, associate professor
of wildlife mana;frement ; Jose;l>_I N. Symons, assistant
professor of sociology; Lyman H. Rich, extension dairy-
man of the State, Utah Extension Service; and Nolan P.
Olsen, extension service secretary.

The writer wishes to thank Mr. A. S. Brown and Mr.
Frank E. O’Brien of the Utah State Department of Pub-
licity and Industrial Development for supplying most of
the material used in the description of life in Utah today.

Appreciation is also expressed to James O. Stewart,
U. S. Forest Service, Logan, to Orange Olsen, U. S. For-
est Service, Ogden, to Joel Priest, Jr., Union Pacific
Railroad Company, Salt Lake City, to Carl O. Felix,
Logan, to Dean George D. Clyde, Utah State Agricultural
College, and to the Columbia Steel Corporation, Ironton,
for furnishing a number of the pictures in the book.

Dr. Joel E. Ricks, chairman of history department,
Utah State Agricultural College, Professor Ira N. Hay-
ward, acting dean of men, Utah State Agricultural Col-
lege, Dr. William J. Snow, history department, Brigham
Young University, and J. W. Kirkbride, superintendent
of Cache County Schools, have continuously given the
writer encouragement and helpful suggestions in his
work. Appreciation is also expressed to Ferne G. Hunter
for helping throughout the entire preparation of the
book. Without her assistance the volume would not have
been completed.

Logan, Utah MiLToN R. HUNTER
February 10, 1943

PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

The book has been revised and enlarged for the pur-
pose of bringing the story of the people of Utah up to date.
However, the changes made will in no way handicap the
schools in their use of the earlier editions. The changes
are primarily additions of important historical events
which have occurred since 1943. The earlier editions and
this edition can be used conveniently in the classroom side
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by side as the need becomes such that new books should
be purchased.

Deep appreciation is expressed to Miss Marguerite
L. Sinclair, secretary of the Utah State Historical Society,
for generously supplying historical data regarding Utah’s
contributions to World War II. The writer is also very
greatful to William C. Winder of the Utah State Depart-
ment of Publicity and Industrial Development for supply-
ing information and offering valuable suggestions on the
contents of the last chapter, Utah Today, as well as for
furnishing pictures to be used in the book.

Salt Lake City, Utah MILTON R. HUNTER
May 29, 1946

PREFACE TO THE EIGHTH EDITION

Utah itn Her Western Setting has been revised during the
summer of 1956 for the purpose of bringing the story of the
people of the State up-to-date. The book has been completely
rewritten from page 532 to the end of the book; therefore,
more than 80 pages of completely new material have replaced
what was in that section of the book. Since the changes in the
text constitute the addition of numerous important historical
events during this unusual period of Utah’s vast economic ex-
pansion, this should be a more useful volume in presenting
present-day conditions.

The new section presents the story of the phenomenal in-
dustrial development in Utah from the early ’forties to 1956.
It also brings the account of the historical events up-to-date
on the other phases of Utah history, such as: Utah’s post-war
agriculture, horticulture, and animal husbandry; mining in
Utah, including the uranium boom; Utah’s water supply, includ-
ing the Colorado River project; Utah’s population trend;
education in Utah from 1940 to 1956 ; and other similar subjects.

At much extra expense this edition of the book is over-
sewn instead of having the regular binding, as was done in
previous editions. This will make the volume very durable,
thereby giving extended service to the schools.

Salt Lake City, Utah MILTON R. HUNTER
August 15, 1956



FOREWORD

The function of the historian is to discover and tell
the truth. But this procedure involves more than the mere
rehearsal of facts; it also includes the proper interpreta-
tion and correlation of them. The history of Utah, even
in its local setting is thrilling and romantic; but it is far
more important and significant in its larger perspectus,
as a phase, howbeit a very important one, of the develop-
ment of the Trans-Mississippi West.

It has been the aim of Dr. Hunter to interpret the
history of Utah in its Western setting and in this task he
has succeeded admirably. His narrative is really a com-
prehensive summary of the major developments, political,
religious, economic, and social of the entire Il)‘v'Iormon
Country, an area whose boundaries far exceded the limits
of the present Utah. In fact, the region extended beyond
the rim of the Great Basin, even as far as southern Califor-
nia and the Pacific Coast. Furthermore the author never
loses sight of the larger and more complex evolution of
historical events affecting the entire West, and skillfully
portrays the local Utah setting in its relationship to this
larger perspective. Herein, lies Dr. Hunter’s contribu-
tion. For example, the Escalante Expedition is portrayed
not as an isolated event in Great Basin History, but as a
phase of the general problem of defense devised by Span-
ish officials for the protection of Alta California (of
which Utah was a part). This was to be accomplished
through the discovery of a more practical northern route
extending from Santa Fé through Colorado and Utah to
Monterey. Jedediah Smith is pictured just as much as a
California explorer as he is a Great Basin fur trader.
His brilliant explorations up the entire Pacific Coast from
San Diego to Vancouver and across the Great American
Desert from Sacramento to Great Salt Lake Valley re-
ceive just as much attention as his earlier activities in
the Utah area. The Mormon migration is associated with
the contemporary migrations of Oregon and California
pioneers, and the parallel immigrant trails are compared
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and described. The first official explorers in Utah,—
Captain Bonneville and Lieutenant John Charles Fre-
mont,—are characterized as Far Western rather than
Great Basin explorers. Finally, Mormon exploration
~ and settlement is graphically depicted as a planned pro-
gram of colonization which envisaged the founding of a
vast Mormon Empire, encompassing the entire Great
Basin and extending, even beyond, southward to the
Colorado River and westward to the Pacific Ocean.

The author introduces his monograph with a care-
fully written, descriptive survey of Utah’s topographical
resources, then continues with an adequate summary of
the early explorers, fur-traders, and trappers of the ’30’s
and the ’40’s. After a-series of well written chapters on
the Mormon migration to Utah, prefaced by a back-
ground analysis of the Missouri and Illinois periods, the
author covers the period of Mormon colonization, perhaps
the most interesting portion of his book. The outer cor-
ridor of settlements extended from Fort Lemhi on the
Salmon River in the north, to the Muddy Mission settle-
ments on the Colorado to the south, and from the Green
River Basin on the east to the Pacific Ocean on the west.
The corridor of settlements along the Salt Lake-Los
Angeles route was founded for the purpose of opening
up an all-sea route from the outside world to the New
Zion. In addition to chapters dealing with problems typi-
cal of any frontier community,—Indian affairs, com-
munication, transportation, agriculture, irrigation, in-
dustry, home-building, land-titles, social and cultural in-
stitutions, the author concludes his monograph with a
grophic description of Utah as it is today (1946). This
summayry is the first analysis yet to appear on the impact
of the present World War upon state institutions, includ-
ing new war industries, population changes, and educa-
tional agencies.

Dr. Hunter’s book is a real contribution. His point of
view is unique, yet sound in scholarship. His vigorous,
yet pleasing style will appeal to all beginning students
of Western History.

Leland Hargrave Creer
University of Utah
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Chapter 1
SEEING UTAH

THE EXCURSION

“Students, today we are going to have an unusual
experience. | have arranged for all of us to explore our
beautiful State. We shall travel by plane. From high
up in the air, we can look down upon the mountains, val-
leys, lakes, plams towns and cities, and see our State as
it actually appears. Be sure to brmg along your maps of
Utah. As we pass over the various places of interest, we
shall locate them on the map

‘“Here we are at the Salt Lake Air Field. That large
plane over yonder, I am told, is the one we are to ride in.

“Now, are all your safety belts fastened? Here we
go! The plane is now rising rapidly in the air!

“Students, I wish to present Mr. Jones to you. He
is to be our instructor today. As you may know, he has
been on many excursions of this kind with young Utahns.
I am sure that he knows the geography of our State far
better than any of us, and will explain all that we see
while on this trip.

“Mr. Jones, will you do the talking from now on?”

“Thank you, Miss Smith. It’s a pleasure to tell these
young people of the beauties and wonders of our State.
I enjoy taking these trips with the students. Of course I
realize that the students learn a great many valuable
things about Utah in the school room ; yet I believe that an
added appreciation comes to each of us by seeing Utah
from an airplane.

LAKE BONNEVILLE

“All of you know that the large body of water which
is now directly below us is the Great Salt Lake. I asked
the pilot to keep the plane above the lake for a few mo-
ments while we talk about it.

“A long, long, time ago—even more than 50,000
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years—that lake was a much larger body of water. Ge-
ologists call it Lake Bonneville.

“Look at your maps and compare the size of that
expansive body of water with the present bounds of the
Great Salt Lake. You will observe that Lake Bonneville
covered a large portion of western Utah, as well as a little
of Nevada and Idaho. At its maximum it was 145 miles
wide, 364 miles long and 1,050 feet deep. It is thought
that this lake existed for about 25,000 years at its largest
size. It got its name from a captain of the United States
Army who was in charge of a government topographical
expedition in Utah from 1832 to 1836.

“Way back in pre-historic times Lake Bonneville
was composed entirely of fresh water for many, many
centuries. Through Red Rock Pass in northern Cache
Valley the lake overflowed into the Snake River, and
hence the water traveled onward into the Columbia River
and finally emptied into the Pacific Ocean.

“Around this huge lake abrupt cliffs, rolling hills,
and water-filled canyons formed an irregular shore line.
Many low mountains rose above the water, forming
islands.

“During that distant period, long before man lived
in Utah, many other lakes besides Bonneville nestled in
the valleys. Geologists tell us that there were more than
seventy smaller ones occupying minor depressions in the
Great Basin. While on this trip, we shall see evidences
of some of them.”

“Mr. Jones, may I ask a question?”’

“Yes, to be sure. 'What do you desire to know?”’

“How do you know that such was the case—that Lake
Bonneville ever existed—when there were no people liv-
ing in Utah to write down the story?”

“Why, nature recorded the answer to your question
on the mountain sides, as well as on the floor of the valley.
The extensive salt flats that you see lying off to the west
of the Great Salt Lake tell part of the story as do the ter-
races over yonder on the mountain sides.

“Geologists have counted more than fifty terraces
at various places in Utah, each recording a stage in the

! For a discussion of Captain Bonneville, see pages 59-60.
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history of Lake Bonneville. Many of them are plainly
visible today. Ishall have the pilot direct his course near-
er to the mountains in order that we may observe them.
The terraces were put there by old Lake Bonneville’s
waves pounding incessantly on those spots for a multi-
tude of years.

“At one time, thousands and thousands of years ago,
we are told that the water stood at a level approximately
1,000 feet above the present surface of the Great Salt
Lake. It maintained that level for ages, during which
the waves along the shores carved out a shelf, in some plac-
es 1,500 feet wide. This shelf, known as the Bonneville
Terrace, is today plainly visible on the northwest face of
the mountain below us. Can all of you see it? We are
now flying about eighteen miles south of Salt Lake City.
If we were a little farther west we could also see the same
terrace on the north slope of the Oquirrh Range not far
from Saltair, and it shows very plainly on the mountains
near Wendover.”

“Why did not Lake Bonneville remain to the pres-
ent time as large as it once was?”’ a student asked.

“Geologists maintain that finally the waters of the
lake cut through a loose gravel formation in Red Rock
Pass, washing the gravel away so rapidly that within a
comparatively short time the lake dropped 375 feet. At
the base of the gravel the overflowing water encountered
a hard limestone formation. Then the lake level again
became constant. It remained so until the Provo, largest
of the Lake Bonneville terracss, was formed.

“That large shelf that you see below us at the foot of
Ensign Peak and also to our right at Fort Douglas is the
Provo Terrace. Follow that shelf level with your eyes
southward and you will observe that it extends along the
west side of the Wasatch Mountains.

“Centuries and centuries more passed, and then
came the end of the Provo epoch. The lake again began
to diminish in size. Several smaller terraces, as you may
notice, were formed along the mountainside, marking
lower lake levels.

“Again the level of the water remained permanent
for perhaps more than a thousand years. During this
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period the waves cut away the jagged shoreline until they
had produced the Stansbury Terrace. It is third in size
and importance. Between the Stansbury level and that
of Great Salt Lake, the waters of Bonneville left many
small terraces. They can be seen best on the mountains
at the north end of the present lake.”

GREAT SALT LAKE

An inquisitive student remarked, “Mr. Jones, I
would like to know something about the Great Salt Lake
today. How largeisit?”

“Salt Lake, the remains of old Lake Bonneville, has
so diminished in size since pre-historic times that its ap-
proximate size today is only 75 miles in length and 50
miles in width. Yet it is the largest lake in the United
States west of the Mississippi River, and the largest body
of salt water in the western hemisphere. I am told that
it is seven times the size of the Dead Sea in Palestine,”
Jones replied.

He continued by explaining, “But, students, you no
doubt know that the Great Salt Lake is more noted for its
salt content than for its size. The average salinity of the
water is six to eight times that of the ocean. If a gallon
of water is allowed to stand until the liquid has evapo-
rated, nearly one quart of salt will remain. The lake
contains an estimated six and one-half billion tons of salt.

“It is believed that the salt deposits of Utah are suf-
ficient to supply the whole world for a thousand years to
come. Besides the six and one-half billion tons of salt in
solution in the lake, the adjacent Great Salt Lake desert
contains many billions more. Salt deposits are located
also in Juab, Sevier, Sanpete and other counties.”

“Do the people of Utah obtain much salt from the
Great Salt Lake?” one of the class members asked.

“Yes, they certainly do. The lake has contributed to
the livelihood of many of our people. Salt is obtained
from the waters of the lake by evaporating the liquid and
then refining the remains in a plant built for that pur-
pose near Salt Lake City. The present annual production
amounts to approximately 68,100 tons of table salt,
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valued at about $202,244. About 12,000 tons of sodium
sulphate are produced each year by a plant located near
the south end of the lake. Also, about 80,000 tons of potash,
valued at $400,000, are produced annually on the salt
flats west of the lake.

“Besides supplying us with tons of table salt, the
Great Salt Lake has become nationally famous as a pleas-
ure resort. You may have noticed as we passed above
the lake, that there was a large group of people bathing
in its waters. The salt content makes the water so buoy-
ant that one can float in it effortlessly. From the time
that Brigham Young and his party of explorers bathed
in this inland sea, only three days following their arrival
in Utah in 1847, to the present day, this lake has been one
of America’s most famous bathing resorts. Tens of thou-
sands of people from all parts of America have bathed in
its waters each summer. The pavilian and the beaches
at Saltair have furnished a choice spot for pleasure-seek-
ers.

OTHER LAKES IN UTAH

“While we are explaining about the Great Salt Lake,
it may be a good time to mention some of Utah’s other
lakes. Please look at your maps.

“From our present position in the air, you can see
another body of water, located about thirty miles south
of the Great Salt Lake. It is a beautiful body of fresh
water named Utah Lake. The Indians called it Timpa-
nogos. Its waters flow through the Jordan River and are
used primarily for irrigation purposes in the Salt Lake
Valley. Before the Utah farmers diverted the stream
onto the land, the Jordan flowed into the Great Salt Lake.

“Farther south in Millard County, approximately
150 miles from the Great Salt Lake, lies Sevier Lake.
It is another of the remains of Lake Bonneville with no
outlet. In years when water is abundant, it covers a large
area. However, in other seasons, when water is scarce,
it dries to a great salt flat.

“One of the most beautiful bodies of water in the
State is Bear Lake, lying in the northern part of Utah
and in southern Idaho. When one comes to the top of the






SEEING UTAH 9

divide in Logan Canyon and suddenly looks down upon
the surpassing loveliness of the lake, he receives a thrill
of delight. Seen from the air, the waters are clear as
crystal. It is claimed that the lake is very deep, more
than 1,600 feet in places. In fact, the astonishing beauty
of Bear Lake comes from its great depth.

GRANDDADDY LAKES AND THE UINTAH MOUNTAINS

“The plane is rising fast into the air. Our pilot is
going to take us across the Wasatch Mountains which are
to the east of Salt Lake City. We must reach an altitude
of nearly 13,000 feet before it will be perfectly safe to
cross the mountains, since some of the Wasatch peaks rise
12,000 feet into the skies.

“We are now going to one of the most beautiful spots
in Utah, or for that matter, in all America. The place is
the Granddaddy Lake region, lying in the tops of the Uin-
tah Mountains. There approximately a thousand lakes
nestle between towering mountain peaks. Look off east
of us. We can already see King’s Peak, altitude 13,498
feet, the highest in Utah. It stands at the head, or west
end, of the Granddaddy Lakes.

“Observe on your maps that the Uintahs are located
in northeastern Utah. You may have already noticed
that the Uintah Mountains run east and west while the
other mountains of the State run north and south. The
Uintahs extend eastward from the base of the Wasatch
for a distance of over a hundred miles and are from thirty
to forty miles wide.

‘“We are now directly over King’s Peak, in full view of
the numerous lakes glistening in the sunshine. From
these bodies of water which are fed by the melting snows
of this range, five rivers flow. Beginning in the region
below us, the Bear River runs north, the Weber north-
west, and the Provo southwest. In following their nat-
ural courses, they eventually reach the Great Salt Lake.
A little farther east other streams flow down each side
of the Uintahs. They are the Duchesne and Green rivers
and their tributaries. These streams empty into the Rio
Colorado, which eventually pours its waters into the Gulf
of California.
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“Utah has two main drainage systems. The Great
Basin west of the Wasatch Mountains is one, and the oth-
er is the Colorado River and its tributaries. Look at your
maps and locate each.

“Observe as we pass along the tops of these moun-
tains that the Granddaddy Lake region is covered with
dense forests, varied by glacial canyons and numerous
lakes, and these are walled in and divided by high moun-
tains. Weare flying low enough to see that the rock color-
ing is delicate. There are blends of red, yellow, green,
blue, lilac, pearl and purple. In this most heavily tim-
bered region of Utah, there are a few excellent roads, but
for the most part travel is only on foot and horseback or
by plane. Doubtless you feel that our method of travel is
the most convenient of the three.

“Look to your left from the plane and you will note
that the northern flank of the Uintahs slopes off steadily
to the undulating Green River Basin of Wyoming. How-
ever, by looking in the other direction we find that the
southern slope drops much more gradually to an exten-
sive plateau region and then on into the Uintah Basin.

UINTAH BASIN

“We are now nearing the eastern border of Utah.
Our pilot is turning the plane southward over the Uintah
Basin region. Among the many important things located
in this part of the State, we shall mention the Uintah In-
dian Reservation, which is located directly below us, and
the Dinosaur National Monument. Abraham Lincoln
signed an act of Congress in 1861 which created this home
for our red brethren. Although there are eleven other
places in Utah where Indians live, sixty-two per cent of
them reside at the Uintah Reservation.

“The Dinosaur National Monument is one of the
most important scientific marvels in the United States.
It lies in northeastern Utah and western Colorado. Locate
it on your maps.

“It is claimed that the region contains America’s
most important natural display of fossilized reptile bones.
In fact, the excavations in the Uintah Basin near Jensen,
Utah, since 1909 have uncovered a graveyard of dinosaur

2
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bones. A complete skeleton of an immense dinosaur over
one hundred feet long and twenty feet high has been
found. Hundreds of other bones, such as parts of the
back and leg bones, have been dug from the Jensen quar-
ry.”

“Mr. Jones, just how did these dinosaur bones get in
the region below us, and how were they preserved until
the present time?”’

“That’s a fair enough question. There was a time,
ages and ages ago, when various kinds of massive reptiles,
which we call dinosaurs, lived in this region. Some of
them, feeding upon water plants, grew to such huge sizes
that they weighed thirty-five to forty tons. Others were
flesh eaters and did not grow so large. But they were
very strong, and killed and fed upon the larger reptiles.

“At that time the whole dinosaur region was a flood
plain, covered with bounteous vegetation and numerous
meandering streams. Often when these mighty reptiles
died, their carcasses became mired in the mud. Drifting
sediments covered them and the bones became hardened
into stone. In this way their bones were preserved.

COLORADO PLATEAU REGION

“And now we have passed over the Uintah Basin and
are beginning our journey through the Colorado Plateau
region. This vast section of Utah which lies east of the
Wasatch Mountains and south of the Uintahs comprises
about two-fifths of the State. From the Uintah Basin to
the South end of Utah all the country is quite similar in
appearance.

““As you can observe, this region is a broken, rugged
highland in which streams during past ages have cut deep
gorges through the rocks. The general coloring of this
desert country merges from cream to yellow as it ap-
proaches the Uintah Mountains on the north, ever red-
dening as it extends southward and eastward to the Ari-
zona and Colorado lines. It is a country of flat-topped
mountains and violent colors.

“We are now passing over the town of Moab. Directly
east of us lies a very interesting mountain range named
LaSal. Notice the striking contrast between these moun-
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tains and the surrounding table-land. They are very high
mountains, one peak reaching an altitude of 13,089 feet.
The most interesting thing about them and the Henry
Mountains lying to the southwest is their unusual struc-
ture. Both of these ranges are composed of volecanic
rocks. Ages and ages ago, forces from beneath pushed
the lava up. Thus the story of these mountains is recorded
in the rocks which ~ompose them.”

“What are those two rivers below us, Mr. Jones?”’

“The one which we have seen almost continuously
since leaving the Uintah Mountains is the Green and the
other is the Colorado. They are the two largest rivers in
Utah. From the point of junction of the two the stream is
called the Rio Colorado.

“We have traveled approximately seventy-five miles
since passing over Moab. To continue our discussion of
the country through which we are traveling, I should
mention that from this point south the Colorado Plateau
region contains many scenic marvels. Directly below us
lies the Natural Bridges National Monument. These
great stone arches were carved by the cutting action of
the streams. It took nature thousands and perhaps mil-
lions of years to create them. The largest of the bridges
in this group is the Augusta. However, farther south-
west near the Arizona line and the Colorado River is situ-
ated the largest natural bridge in Utah, the Rainbow
Bridge. Its graceful arch of salmon-pink sandstone is
high enough to span our National Capitol Building at
Washington, D. C. The arch rises 309 feet above the
Erefk that flows beneath it, and at its base the span is 278

eet.

“Having now arrived near the southern border of
Utah directly over the Navajo Indian Reservation, we
shall zig-zag our course westward to the vicinity of
St. George. Between here and there, we shall pass near
or directly over many of the main scenic marvels of Utah.
It is claimed that the Grand Canyon of the Colorado and
the Kaijbab Forest in Arizona, Bryce Canyon, Cedar
Breaks, and Zion National Park in Utah, ‘constitute a
region of wild grandeur that is perhaps not to be sur-
passed anywhere else in the world—certainly not in so
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small an area and on so gorgeous a scale.” I have arranged
with our pilot to let us view all of these spots that have
been set aside by the Federal Government as national
parks and national monuments.

“During the past few years many of these natural
marvels have become widely known for their scenic beau-
ty, and well over 100,000 tourists visit them annually.
Utah’s parks are fast becoming one of the important play-
grounds of America.

“Directly south of us now lie the Kaibab Forest and
the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, both in Arizona. I
thought you would be interested in seeing these scenic
marvels; therefore, I asked the pilot to take us a little
south of the Utah line at this point. From our vantage
position in the air we can now see the great gorge which
constitutes the Grand Canyon. It is more than a mile
deep and is said to be the deepest and most gigantic ‘ditch’
that exists on the face of the earth.

“Having turned the plane toward the northwest, the
pilot is taking us with great speed over southern Utah.
We have traveled approximately a hundred miles since
leaving the Grand Canyon region in Arizona. Look be-
low us. We are passing over Bryce Canyon. And now,
having changed our course to the southwest, we are cross-
ing the beautiful mountains directly above Cedar Breaks.
Only a few moments more and we shall view Zion Canyon.

“As you no doubt have observed, the unusual thing
about all of these scenic marvels is that their rock forma-
tions are gorgeously colored with a multitude of hues and
shades. Sixty different tints have been recognized at
Bryce Canyon and nearly as many at Cedar Breaks.

“These beauty spots were made by streams cutting
gorges hundreds of feet deep in the sandstone highlands.
The forces of wind, heat, cold, and rain helped in the ero-
sion of this region during thousands of years’ time. The
result has been the creating of the most startling and fan-
tastic geological formations imaginable. Temples, ca-
thedrals, arches, statues, and balconies, all composed of
stone, are strewn in the plateau region of southern and
southeastern Utah. When you are back in your class-
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room, get your teacher to tell you more about Utah’s scen-
ic marvels.

WASATCH MOUNTAINS

“Having arrived directly over St. George, we can see
southward over the State line into Arizona and westward
into Nevada. Our pilot will now take us northward to-
ward the Great Salt Lake. Our course will be just west
of the mountain ranges where we can all observe the
mountains, the fertile strip at their base bordered by the
desert country which extends westward out of the State.
Look at your maps occasionally while I explain the ge-
ography of the western portion of Utah.

“Beginning in the broken table-land of the Colorado
Plateau region near Zion National Park, there are moun-
tains extending northeastward to Nephi, the most im-
portant ranges being the Parowan, Tushar, Pahvant, and
the Sanpitch. Three lava peaks in the Tushar plateau
near Beaver extend upwards 12,000 feet. North of Nephi,
peaks of the Wasatch range lift their majestic heads into
the sky. From the south to the north end of the State, these
mountains are composed of abrupt ranges cut up into
sharp ridges and peaks. The highest peak north of Ne-
phi is Timpanogos, which is 12,008 feet altitude.”

“Mr. Jones, I have been wondering all day what
cal‘;sed mountains to be. Will you be kind enough to tell
us?”’

“Certainly, I shall be happy to. Geologists tell us that
thousands and perhaps millions of years ago the earth’s
surface pushed upward with great force where the Wa-
satch Mountains now stand. A huge crack appeared. On
the east side of the crack the earth’s surface slipped up-
ward. The crack and the slipping of the earth are known
as the ‘Wasatch Fault,’ and the portion of the earth’s
surface which bulged upward is termed the Wasatch
Mountains. Throughout geological times there were
probably several similar movements of the earth’s sur-
face. There are indications in some places of recent
movement on the fault. In fact, within the past 500 years
there has been a single abrupt movement of about sixty
feet, so geologists tell us. Such a movement would result
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in an earthquake more severe than any recorded in his-
torical times.

“If you have not already done so, all of you observe
that from the western side (the side facing us), the Wa-
satch Mountains rise from the valley floor abruptly, with
no intervening hills. The fault or crack where the earth
slipped upward was on this side of the mountains, account-
ing for the abrupt rising of the Wasatch from the western
valley floor.

“In the period following the slipping upward of the
earth east of the Wasatch Fault, the winds, streams, snow-
slides, and glaciers brought down loose rock and soil.
These materials covered the fault and made the slope of
the valley more gradual. Thus the Wasatch Mountains
today are as they have been produced through the forces
of nature.

“I think you will all agree with me, students, when
I say that, viewed from the valleys below or from the air
above, the Utah mountains are very inspiring. The al-
most perpendicular, red, yellow, brown and vari-colored
rock-walls, the forest-clad slopes, the snow-crowned
peaks, and the deep-gorged canyons, present a panorama
of majesty and beauty.

“These mountains are indented by countless canyons.
Practically every town in Utah is located adjacent to one
of them. Recently the government of our beloved country
has placed tables, stoves and other equipment convenient
for camping trips in the canyons, making it possible for
us to enjoy them even more in the future.

“Among the numerous canyons of unusual beauty
in our State are Logan, Ogden, American Fork and Provo
canyons. American Fork Canyon is becoming rather fam-
ous because of Timpanogos Cave. Six canyons lie adjacent
to Salt Lake City. Beginning with the south they are:
Little Cottonwood Canyon, Big Cottonwood Canyon (ac-
counted one of the most gorgeous in the West,) Parley’s
Canyon, Emigration Canyon, and City Creek Canyon,
which runs past the Capitol Building. In the latter can-
yon you will find Memory Grove. Brighton, in Big Cotton-
wood Canyon, has been a favorite resort in Utah from the
time of the arrival of the pioneers.”
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“Mr. Jones, I think the canyons down by Cedar City
are as beautiful as the ones you have mentioned,” a stu-
dent remarked.

“That’s certainly true. Many canyons adjacent to
other towns in the State are probably as beautiful as the
ones I have mentioned, but we will not have time to discuss
each of them.

WEST OF THE WASATCH MOUNTAINS

“Now, my young friends, as we travel northward,
viewing the earth from our vantage point in the air, you
have all noticed the strip of irrigated green fields west of
the Wasatch Mountains. It runs from St. George in the
south to the north end of the State. Beginning near the
southwest corner of Utah, it curves gently eastward to a
point near the center of Utah. From that point it runs di-
rectly northward. On every canyon stream along this
band of green is located a town or city. Later I shall ex-
plain why that band of green is on the west rather than on
the east side of the mountains.”

“Mr. Jones, have you observed that the country
which lies west of the band of green resembles islands as
they protrude from the white sea of alkaline deposits? I
have noticed that all the region we have passed over since
leaving St. George contains several low, parallel mountain
ranges running north and south, separated by compara-
tively broad, flat valleys.”

“You are quite right in your observations,” replied
Mr. Jones, “and that same type of country extends across
Nevada. At a point somewhere north of the center of
the State, these mountain ranges flatten out into a more
definitely level plane, known as the Great Salt Lake Des-
ert.

“The body of water we passed a short time ago was
Sevier Lake. Ahead of us we can now see the barren Great
Salt Lake Desert with its miles and miles of salt flats, and
to their east the blue-green of Salt Lake. We will soon be
back to the air field from which we began our journey,
having made a complete circle around Utah.”

“Is it true, Mr. Jones, that the salt flats furnish the
fastest automobile course in the world?”
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“Yes, I think your statement is true. On the 100
square miles of level salt which is as smooth and almost
as hard as concrete, automobiles have attained speeds in
excess of 300 miles per hour. Up to the present time, this
has not been done any place else in the world. In 1935 Sir
Malcolm Campbell, London sportsman, broke the world’s
record by driving his Bluebird over the salt flats at an of-
ficial speed of 301 miles an hour. Two years later, Cap-
tain George E. T. Eyston, another Englishman, drove his
Thunderbolt at a speed of 311 miles an hour. John Cobb,
a third British driver, raised the mark to 350 miles an
hour on September 16, 1938, but the following day Ey-
ston regained the record by driving 357.5 miles an hour.
A year later, however Cobb returned to the salt flats and
boosted the world’s record to 368.9 miles per hour.

“Utah’s Ab Jenkins holds the world’s record for a
continuous forty-eight hour’s run. For the first twenty-
four hours his Mormon Meteor averaged 157 miles an
hour and for the forty-eight hours the average was 148
miles an hour.”

UTAH’S CLIMATE

“I noticed this morning, Mr. Jones, that when the
plane climbed high up into the air to cross the Wasatch
Mountains and while we traveled over the tops of the Uin-
tahs, the weather seemed to be much colder than when we
were flying at lower altitudes. Will you tell us why such
should be the case? I have also been wondering if the
nllountains have anything to do with regulating Utah’s
climate.”

“Yes, the mountains do have a great effect upon our
climate. We human beings live in a sea of air, as the fish
live in a sea of water. As the water is vital to the life of
fish, so is the air vital to our existence. The higher up
one goes the lighter the air becomes; therefore, it cannot
hold as much heat as does the heavier air in the valleys
below. For every rise of 330 feet, the temperature falls
one degree. When the heavier air becomes heated, it has a
tendency to expand and rise. The cooler air from the
mountain peaks, some of which tower several thousand
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feet above the table lands of the adjacent valleys below,
rushes downward into the canyons and valleys to take the
place of the rising air. Thus our canyon breezes are
caused by Utah’s massive mountains. These refreshing
breezes are most common during the night time.

“This heating and cooling of the sea of air in which
we live causes it to be in continuous motion. And this mo-
tion brings Utah her storms. A very important factor
in the climate of any place is the amount of moisture that
falls in the form of rain and snow. The amount of rain-
fall is measured in terms of inches. Besides affecting the
climate, rainfall is the determining factor in supporting
plant and animal, as well as human life.

“Utah lies within a region where the rainfall is in-
sufficient for abundant plant life; hence, it is principally
a desert state. It has been said that ‘Utah’s loveliness is
a desert loveliness, unyielding and frequently sterile. . ..
Life does not come easy. Perhaps some of the especial
f]av(gu' of Utah comes from this quality of things coming
hard.” ”

“Will you explain to us, Mr. Jones, about Utah’s
rainfall, the amount of moisture our State receives and
why?” the teacher asked.

“Certainly, Miss Smith, I’ll do my best. The rainfall
of Utah varies from five inches along the western border
and some sections east of the Wasatch Mountains to twen-
ty-five or more inches among the peaks of the Uintah and
Wasatch ranges. The average for the State is less than
fifteen inches.

“The moisture-laden air from the Pacific Ocean cools
as it rises to cross the coastal mountains. In so doing it
drops much of its moisture. Then the winds blow across
the desert regions of Nevada and western Utah. As the
air climbs over the Wasatch and Uintah mountains it
again drops moisture. Therefore, in general, the western
slopes of the mountains of our State receive the greatest
amount of rainfall. This accounts for the green strip,
previously mentioned, being located west of the mountains
rather than east of them. But it is also true that one of
the rainiest spots in Utah is the Uintah Mountains.

“In Utah’s mountains snow is piled up during the
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winter months and in the springtime the canyon streams
bring the sparkling waters to the thirsty soils of the val-
leys below. Were it not so, very few people could have
ever established homes in this State.”

“But, Mr. Jones, I do not as yet exactly understand
why Utah is a desert state. If the air is continuously
moving, why don’t we have as many rain storms as some
other regions have?”

“One factor that helps to determine the amount of
moisture that falls in a given area is its latitude. In cer-
tain latitudes the winds blow from the sea toward the land
and carry moisture as they travel. In other places the
winds usually blow toward the ocean.

“A second factor of importance is the distance a
place is located from the ocean. Distances from the ocean
make vital differences in the amount of rainfall that any
place receives. In Utah we enjoy what is known as a con-
tinental climate. As our state is located about 800 miles
from the nearest ocean, the air is usually rather dry. Gen-
erally speaking, the air in countries that border the oceans
is humid; that is, it contains considerable moisture.

“But our air has its advantages, as well as disad-
vantages. When dry air is cooled, it does not feel so cold
as does moist air. When dry air is heated, it does not feel
nearly so oppressive as does humid air. Therefore, when
the temperature rises to 90° F. in Utah in the summer-
time, or when it may drop to 10° F. below zero in the win-
ter, the high and low temperatures are not so uncomfort-
able as the same temperatures are in places bordering on
the ocean. Eveninthe hottest part of the summer, Utah’s
nights are refreshingly cool. The invigorating canyon
breezes which we have already talked about, sweep down
into the valleys soon after sundown and continue to blow
throughout the night.

“We should also remember that the high altitude of
Utah is an important factor in determining the climate.

“Again, in Utah nature has favored us with four
distinctive seasons. KEach season brings its own beauties,
adding interest and satisfaction to life. The flowering
desert has a surpassing loveliness in the spring, and the
canyons choke with color in the fall. After the first frost
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comes, the leaves of the maple, oak, aspen, and other trees
cover the canyons and the mountain sides with colors as
gorgeous as the rainbow. All shades of yellows, golds,
pinks, and reds are to be seen.

The aspect of Utah changes with the seasons. Snow
comes early in the fall and usually lasts until spring. It
piles many feet deep in the mountains, furnishing unusual
opportunities for winter sports. Many spots in the moun-
tains, especially at Alta, are becoming world famous for
skiing. When spring comes, the snowbanks feed the can-
yon streams, making possible the irrigation of crops dur-
ing Utah’s parching summer.

“Utah is virtually a land of perpetual sunshine. Day
after day the airis clear. The sun shines brilliantly from
a deep blue sky while the refreshing wind rustles in the
sage.

“In conclusion, it could be said that the leading fea-
tures in the climate of Utah are abundant sunshine, light
rainfall, dry air, a gentle breeze, and a considerable range
in temperature between day and night, winter and sum-
mer. These climatic conditions are determined by Utah’s
location, high elevation, and distances from the ocean.

GREAT BAsSIN

“We are now back above the Great Salt Lake, but we
are not going to land at the air field yet. Ihave instructed
the pilot to take us directly westward across Nevada. As
you may know, all of that State once belonged to Utah;
therefore, if we are to understand the history of our State,
we should see what kind of country was once included
within her bounds.

“The western half of Utah and Nevada are located
in a region known since John C. Fremont explored the
West in 1843 as the Great Basin.” He named it the Great
Basin because of the fact that the whole area had no out-
let to the sea. It is a vast stretch of saucer-shaped land
surrounded by mountains.

“Some of its valleys are lower than others. Into
these low places flow the rains and snow waters from the
near-by hills and mountains. Lakes are formed which,

* For a discussion of Fremont, see pages 60-64.
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because they have no outlet, are salty. The majority of
the smaller lakes dry up in the summer-.

“The Rocky Mountains on the east, the Rio Colorado
watershed on the southeast and south, the Sierras to the
west, and the watershed of the Columbia River at the
north, surround this great interior Basin. It represents
distances from the extreme points north and south and
from east and west of about 900 and 600 miles respective-
ly. It containsan area of 210,000 square miles.

“Look below you now. The topography of the Great
Basin presents miles and miles of dry, barren, and for-
bidding desert wilderness and ranges of rugged moun-
tains. In early times, these threatened the complete de-
struction by thirst and starvation of him who was forced
to traverse its vast solitudes in order to reach his desired
goal beyond.

“In fact, this vast Basin region remained the ‘Dark
Continent’ of America until late in the eighteenth century.
From the time of its discovery until after the coming of
the Mormon pioneers, it was regarded as an obstacle in
the path of the traveler who was headed for California
or Oregon.

“The howl of the lurking coyotes and wolves, the rat-
tle of the snakes, the cunning of the savages, the weird-
ness of the canyons, and the scorching mid-summer heat
of the open desert, made of the Great Basin an area
dreaded, and, when possible, avoided by the majority of
travelers.

“But among the human race there were fearless
frontiersmen who were willing when necessary to brave
the hazards of the desolate West in order to achieve their
desired goals. In this course we shall read the story of
those who dared to subdue the formidable area.

“The first to come were the Spanish missionaries and
scouts, in search of a route from Santa Fé to the Pacific
Coast. Then came the trappers and traders—Spaniards
and Mexicans from the south, Americans and Englishmen
from the north and the east. As ‘Manifest Destiny’
pushed the homeseekers westward to the Pacific Coast,
official government explorers made accurate surveys of
the country, tabulating the geography, topography, ecli-
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mate, flora and fauna of Utah. Finally came the home
builders. They were Mormons—because the persecuted,
unpopular refugees following Brigham Young were the
only people at that time who considered the inland Basin
to be a desirable place in which to establish homes.

‘“Here we are back at the air field near Salt Lake City,
and our plane has landed safely,” Mr. Jones remarked.

“Oh boy! that’s the longest plane ride I’ve ever had.
I didn’t know that an airplane could travel so fast as to
make a trip completely around Utah and across Nevada
and back in one day,” a student exclaimed.

“That was swell, Mr. Jones. Thanks a lot!” another
said.

And a third joyfully remarked, “Gee, Mr. Jones,
that’s the way to study geography.”

“We appreciate this wonderful excursion, and realize
that it will help us in studying the history of our beloved
Utah,” the teacher added.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 1

1. Utah—Resources and Activities, Department of Public Instruction,
Charles H. Skidmore, Superintendent, pages 3-19, “Geography and
Geology.”

Ibid., pages 20-32, “The Weather.”
Ibid., pages 50-67, “Scenery, Parks, and Monuments.”

2. Utah—A Guide to the State, American Guide Series. Sponsored by the
Utah State Institute of Fine Arts. Gail Martin, chairman. Pages 3-31,
“Contempory Scenes, Natural Setting—Geology.”

Ibid., pages 224, 288-89, 449-530. This section of the book gives a rather
elaborate discussion of all the national parks, national monuments,
Great Salt Lake, and primitive areas in Utah. It is helpful reference

material. )

3. Levi Edgar Young, The Founding of Utah, pages 3-22, “The Land of Sun-
shine.”

4. Orson F. Whitney, Popular History of Utah, pages 1-7 ,The Heart of the
Desert.”

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

1. Draw a map of Utah and, as you read chapter one, place on it the main
rivers, mountain ranges, lakes, Dinosaur National Monument, Uintah
Basin, Uintah Indian Reservation, Colorado Plateau region, Natural
Bridges National Monument, Navajo Indian Reservation, Bryce Can-
517)on, Cedar Breaks, Zion’s National Park, and the Great Salt Lake

esert.

How were dinosaur bones preserved from ancient times?

. How were the Grand Canyon and Zion’s and Bryce canyons made?

. Explain how the Wasatch Mountains were formed.

. Explain how the mountains affect Utah’s climate.

. Describe Lake Bonneville, Great Salt Lake, Granddaddy Lakes’ region.

and the Great Basin.

T )



Chapter 2
UTAH EXPLORED BY THE SPANIARDS
CARDENAS ON THE EDGE OF UTAH IN 1540

You know, of course, the date when Columbus dis-
covered America, and when Jamestown, the first English
colony, was settled ; but do you know that less than fifty
years after Columbus landed on American shores, there
were Spaniards on the southern border of Utah? This
was seventy years before the English began their coloniza-
tion.

Led by Captain Garcia Lopez de Cardenas, Spanish
Conquistadores discovered the Grand Canyon of the Colo-
rado in 1540. Although Cardenas’ exact route is not def-
initely known, it is believed by many historians that his
party of explorers (in their efforts to find a descent into
the Grand Canyon) moved northward across the present
Arizona line into southern Utah. If their route has been
correctly conjectured, they were the first Europeans of
record to enter the area now called Utah.

CORONADO AND THE SEVEN CITIES OF CiBOLA

Why did the Spaniards come over 2,000 miles north-
west from Mexico City through miles and miles of desert
country at that early date? The reason is one which has
brought about much exploration. They were searching
for treasures—gold and silver.

In Mexico, they found mineral wealth in abundance.
Each new discovery whetted their appetites for more gold
and silver. It was easy for them to If)elieve the wonderful
stories told them by Indians of great treasures of precious
metals in other parts of the country. Among the tales told
were those regarding the “Seven Cities of Cibola.” The
natives, pointing northward, said, ‘“Those cities glitter
with gold.”

Catholic missionary was sent with Indian guides
to find the seven cities supposed to contain such fabulous
treasures. He saw only one from a hilltop, but did not
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investigate to see if it really contained great treasure.
Then, becoming frightened, he returned to Mexico City
with wonderful tales.

There was great excitement when the missionary’s
stories were heard. Almost immediately (1539) Men-
doza, the viceroy (governor) of Mexico, appointed Fran-
cisco Vasquez de Coronado to lead an exploring expedi-
tion into the unknown country to the north in search of
the cities of Cibola. An army, financed from the personal
wealth of Coronado, was equipped for the expedition at a
cost of about $200,000. If he should succeed, Coronado
would have wealth greater than that of Cortez, and lands
unlimited—so he thought. Visions of the empires he was
to conquer and own made him dizzy.

His army was composed of about 300 of the sons of
Spanish nobility. They carried lances and swords, wore
coats of shining armor, and rode on the best horses that
Mexico could furnish. Many negroes and Indians went
along as servants to drive the cattle which were to be
killed for food for the soldiers.

The conquistadores marched northward for many
miles. Finally, in what is now New Mexico, they found
the cities of Cibola. But the cities, alas, were no more than
Indian pueblos (villages) inhabited by the Zuiiis. One
could easily guess that Coronado was greatly disap-
pointed to find that the cities had no gold nor precious
stones of any kind—none of the wealth for which they had
marched and starved for months, and had fought and bled
to win.

CARDENAS DISCOVERS THE GRAND CANYON

Probably with the hope of getting rid of the Span-
iards, the Zuiii Indians told them, “The fabulous wealth
you are seeking lies farther to the northwest.”” Pointing
in that direction, they continued, “A great mystic river
over yonder has cut an immense chasm into the earth that
no man had ever been able to cross.” Eagerly listening
to the red men’s tale and being anxious to obtain the
wealth, Coronado decided to send one of his captains
named Cardenas with twelve men to explore to the north
and west.
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After marching twenty days throught the Painted
Desert of Arizona, Cardenas and party came upon the
wonder of wonders—the Grand Canyon. They stood upon
the high plateau-like banks and looked far down into the
mighty depths of the canyon. Below them more than 6,000
feet—even more than a mile—they saw the muddy waters
of the Colorado rushing along.

“Look !’ one of the Spaniards exclaimed. ‘“The river
appears to be no more than six feet across, although the
Indians have said it is half a league wide.”

For three days Cardenas and his men searched along
the banks of the river for a passage leading down to the
water. One morning three men crept down over the ledges
in their attempt to descénd to the stream. At the close of
day they returned, and in their report to Cardenas, said,
“We found it impossible to descend to the stream. Dis-
tances and objects are much larger than they seem to
those looking down from above. Rocks that appear to be
no taller than a man are larger than the cathedral in
Seville, Spain.”

In their search for a descent into the great gorge,
Cardenas’ party passed along the south bank of the river,
and probably into the present state of Utah. But failing
toobtain water from the Colorado, the Spaniards returned
to Cibola, and later to Mexico City.

Coronado’s report to the viceroy was discouraging,
and so 236 years passed before another Spanish expedition
of any importance entered Utah. This exploring party
was led by Father Escalante in 1776.

FATHER ESCALANTE EXPLORES UTAH IN 1776

Following the discovery of the New World, Spain
laid claim to the western half of North America and to
most of South America. The country was too vast for her
to make good her claims through exploration and coloniza-
tion; nevertheless, she was successful in colonizing most
of the western hemisphere south of Utah.

However, the vast Great Basin region of our State
remained unexplored until pressure was brought upon
Spain by Russia and England, in the latter part of the
nineteenth century. Russia was advancing down the
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Pacific Coast from the northwest, and English trappers,
explorers, and seamen were also threatening Spanish
claims to the western part of North America. This inter-
national rivalry forced upon Charles III, king of Spain,
vigorous action, if he was to save California from falling
into the hands of other nations.

Thereupon José de Galvez, King Charles’ representa-
tive in America, promoted and directed from the City of
Mexico the colonizing of California. Between 1769 and
1774, San Diego, Monterey, San Francisco, and other
important sites were settled. Soldiers were placed there
to protect the colonists against Indian attacks and trouble
with whites from other European countries.

Monterey, California, was located hundreds of miles
from Mexico City. Rugged mountains made the overland
route connecting the two places very difficult to travel.
Santa Fé, on the other hand, was much nearer the Cali-
fornia settlements than was Mexico City and was con-
nected with Mexico by a route relatively easy to travel.

In 1605, two years before the first English settle-
ment in America, the Spaniards had settled the village of
Santa Fé. It was located in the center of the present state
of New Mexico.

Although in 1776 Santa Fé had been founded for 171
years and Monterey since 1770, nobody had explored the
country lying between the two Spanish outposts. There-
upon the Dominguez-Escalante expedition was organized
at Santa Fé for the purpose of exploring the intervening
country and locating, if possible, the much needed route.
The company consisted of ten men, including the two
Franciscan Friars, Francisco Dominguez and Silvestre
Velez de Escalante.

FrOM SANTA FE 10 YUTA (UTAH) VALLEY

On July 29, 1776, only three weeks after our Amer-
ican forefathers signed the Declaration of Independence,
the little Spanish band left Santa Fé. Father Escalante
kept a journal of their travels. It is so vivid, detailed,
and accurate that the route they traveled can be followed
today witi much precision.
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With saddle and pack horses, and with necessary
food, raiment, and camp equipment, the courageous ex-
plorers headed northwestward. They also took along
a supply of pocket knives, glass beads, and other articles
to be used as presents for Indians.

They traveled in a north and northwestern direction
through Colorado. In the mountains near Glenwood
Springs, they came upon a band of Indians. The home of
two of the natives, a man and a boy, was on the shores of
far away Utah Lake. Quoting Escalante’s journal:

“We presented the [older] Laguna with a woolen
cloak, a knife, and some white glass beads, saying that
we gave these to him so that he would accompany us and
guide us to his country. He agreed to do so, and we gave
them to him.”

Their new guide was provided with a horse, and the
Indian boy was placed on the steed behind Don Juan
Lain. The explorers continued their journey in a north-
westerly direction to a point near the Utah-Colorado state
line, almost due east of the north end of Utah Lake. Then
they veered westward into Utah. Sixteen miles more
brought them to a grove of cottonwood trees on Green
River, three miles above Jenson, Utah, and not far from
the famous dinosaur quarries. At that delightful spot,
the men and animals rested for two days—September
14th and 15th. While doing so, Lain carved his name and
“Year 1776” in the bark of one of the big cottonwood
trees. This writing was later discovered by Utah pioneers.

On September 16 the travelers, following an Indian
trail, headed westward through Utah. They crossed the
divide at the head of Spanish Fork Canyon. From this
point they caught their first view of the Yuta Valley
lying below.

IN TIMPANOGOS OR YUTA VALLEY

The weary party traveled down the canyon to its
mouth, crossed to the south side of the stream, and as-
cended a small hill. From this point they saw for the first
time the Utah Lake.

After viewing the beauties of the valley and the lake,
they traveled downstream to a point about a mile east of






30 UTAH IN HER WESTERN SETTING

the present town of Spanish Fork. Here, on September
23, they pitched camp. Escalante named the valley the
“Plain of the Sweet Name of Jesus.”

Escalante was greatly impressed with the Yuta
Valley, and thought it a desirable site for an Indian mis-
sion. He concluded that the region could support as many
pueblos (villages) as there were then in New Mexico.
In his account, we have our very earliest deseription of the
beautiful valley which the natives called Timpanogos.

They called not only the valley, but also the moun-
tains, the lake, and the Indians who lived in that region
by the name of Timpanogos. But today only the massive
mountain, towering into heights of perpetual snow, still
retains the name.

On September 24, while camped on the American
Fork River near the lake, Father Escalante talked to the
Indians on Christianity. He explained to them the mean-
ing of the cross. Many natives gathered to hear the
Catholic Father. This meeting is the first incident re-
corded in Utah history of Christian missionaries teaching
the natives.

The Indians showed so much interest in what the two
Catholic Padres had to say that Escalante became de-
sirous of remaining with them. The Catholic Father sym-
pathetically promised: ‘“Red skinned brethren, you also
are children of God. When we complete the work assigned
to us by our white father, the king, we shall return to you
with more priests and establish missions in Yuta. The
white men shall teach you to plant and sow, and to raise
herds of cattle, so that you will be able to eat and to dress
like the Spaniards, to obey the law, and to live as God
has commanded.”

Pointing northward, Escalante asked, “What kind
of country lies in that direction?”

“A lake, very, very large—many leagues,” replied
an old chief. “Itis connected with Timpanogos Lake by a
river. But its waters are very harmful and salty. Any
part of one’s body bathed in its waters become greatly in-
flamed at once.”

It is quite probable that the Spanish explorers de-
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sired to see the Great Salt Lake and examine its salty
waters, but their route led in the opposite direction.

FroM YUTA VALLEY TO SANTA FE

After a sojourn of three days with the red men east
of Utah Lake, the party of Spaniards and two Indian
guides continued their journey, casting a farewell look
at the beautiful Timpanogos lake, mountain, and valley
on September 27. They traveled now in a southerly direc-
tion toward their goal, Monterey, following the route
later used by the old Utah Central Railway. At the Sevier
River Escalante and his group encountered, for the first
time, Yuta Indians with heavy beards, which gave them
the appearance of Spaniards.

When they arrived in Beaver Valley on October 5,
their last Indian guide, José Maria, left them. The
weather was growing cold. Snow covered all the sur-
rounding mountains. By October 8 winter had set in with
vigor. Deep snow had fallen in the valleys and a cold
wind was blowing from the north. Their provisions were
almost all gone, and their equipment and clothing were
not adequate for snowy weather. A scouting party was
sent out toward the west to find if possible an opening
through the Sierras, but they returned with an unfavor-
able report. Meanwhile, the company had been detained
for several days by a snowstorm.

At a council meeting, Father Dominguez said, con-
ditions are very critical. Judging from the report of the
scouting party, the mountain passes leading to Monterey
are fast becoming snowbound. Any attempt to cross them
would mean almost certain death from cold and starva-
tion. What shall we do?”

Escalante replied, “I propose that we return to Santa
Fé by going southward to the Colorado River and then
through the warmer country to Santa Fé.” It may be that
one reason which helped to determine the Padre’s decision
was that he was anxious to get back to Santa Fé so they
could organize a mission for the Yuta Indians. What-
ever his reasons may have been, not all of the party im-
mediately agreed.
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One of the soldiers remarked, ‘“We have been as-
signed to go to California. Some of us feel that we should
continue our journey westward.”

Again the Catholic priest spoke. “Let us determine
the W111 of the Lord by drawing lots on whether we should
endeavor to reach Monterey or return to Santa Fé.” The
group agreed to let the Lord decide. The lot said return,
a decision welcomed by the Padres. In the words of
Escalante: ‘“We all accepted this, thanks be to God, will-
ingly and joyfully.”

Continuing their journey, they passed near the pres-
ent site of Milford, through Cedar Valley, over the Black
Ridge and down Ash Creek to where it empties into the
Virgin River in Utah’s present Dixie land. After ford-
ing the river, the party trudged on over the site of the
present Hurricane City and along the Hurricane Ridge.
Then they went southwest over the famous Red Hills into
the plateau region of what is now Arizona.

After a difficult twenty-three days’ journey over
the rugged and barren wastes along the north side of the
Colorado Grand Canyon, the home-bent party finally suc-
ceeded in crossing the deep, awe-inspiring chasm. By
carving stone steps in the canyon walls, they managed to
cross the Rio Colorado at Padre Creek, so named in 1937
when it was shown that the Spanish party had forded the
river here rather than at the so-called Crossing of the
Fathers a mile west, as had formerly been supposed.

On November 24 they reached the Moqui villages in
northern Arizona, weak and exhausted. There they re-
mained for nearly three weeks and then resumed their
journey. On January 2, 1777, the party of Spanish ex-
plorers arrived at Santa F'é, having been gone over five
months on their expedition.

During their wanderings, the party members had
suffered considerably from hunger and thirst. Wild
roots, pine nuts, and the flesh of some of their horses had
kept them from starving to death.

Much of the time of their trip had been spent in Utah.
They had traveled 2,000 miles. This journey had led the
first party of white men of which we have record across
the mountains, valleys, and deserts of our lovely State.
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Their trip through the center of Utah was made more
than seventy years before the Mormon pioneers pitched
camp on the desert lands east of the Great Salt Lake.

YOy RN
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SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 2

. Young, The Founding of Utah, pages 46-53, “When the Great Basin

Belonged to Spain.”
Utah—Resources and Activities, pages 168-172, “Early Explorations.”

. Whitney, Popular History of Utah, pages 8-17, “The First Inhabitants.”
. Leland Hargrave Creer, Utah and the Nation, pages 23-30, “The Great

Basin Before the Coming of the Mormons.” This material is supple-
mentary to chapters 2 to 6.

. Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Utah, 1540-1886, Vol. XXVI, pages

1-17, “Discoveries of the Spaniards.”

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

. Tell the story of the ‘“Seven Cities of Cibola.” What were they?
. Give an account of Cardenas’ discovery of the Grand Canyon of the

Colorado.

. Tell approximately where the following are located: Mexico City, Grand

Canyon of the Colorado, Painted Desert of Arizona, Monterey, Santa
Fe, Spanish Fork Canyon, Yuta, Timpanogos, Crossing of the Fathers,
“Plains of the Sweet Name of Jesus,” Padre Creek, Sierra Nevada.

. Define: pueblo, conquistadores, padre.
. Give a statement identifying: Columbus, Cardenas, Coronado, Men-

doza, Cortez, Father Escalante, Jose de Galvez, Father Dominguez,
Don Juan Lain, Jose Maria.

. Locate where the Zuni Indians lived.
. Draw a map of Utah, Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico and place on

it the route of Coronado and Cardenas and that of Father Escalante.
(See page 36).

. What was the main reason for Father Escalante’s party coming to Utah?
. Tell the story of the Escalante expedition.
. Who gave the first Christian sermon to the Utah Indians recorded in

history? When? Where? What did he promise the natives? Did
he keep his promise?

Why did not the Escalante party go on to Monterey, California, as they
previously intended doing?
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Chapter 3
SPANISH AND MEXICAN TRADERS IN UTAH

FREE TRAPPERS AND TRADERS—MANUEL MESTAS

The Spanish government did not immediately follow
up the work of the Dominguez-Escalante expedition with
further efforts to open a route from Santa Fé to Monte-
rey. Nor did Father Escalante return to Timpanogos
Valley to establish a mission, as he had promised the na-
tives that he would do. With a war on in Europe, the gov-
ernment’s attention was diverted to other problems.

Further exploration was left to the individual free
trappers and traders, who were more concerned with
their own affairs than with world politics. These men
left very meager information regarding their activities.
But a letter written by the governor of New Mexico in
1805 indicated that there had been rather intimate con-
nections between the Yuta Indians and the Spaniards
from the days of Escalante.

The letter stated that a Spaniard named Manuel
Mestas had served fifty years as a Yuta interpreter and
had helped the Yuta Indians recover horses which had
been stolen from them by the Comanches.

ARZE-GARCIA EXPEDITION, 1813

Further evidence of Spanish contact with Yuta In-
dians is contained in a recently discovered document in
the Spanish library of New Mexico. It tells of a trading
expedition conducted by Mauricio Arze and Legoa Garcia
in 1813. They and five companions went to Timpanogos
Lake, remained three days among the Yutas, and then
returned to New Mexico.

While they were at Timpanogos Lake, the Indians
were anxious to sell them native women and children for
slaves. The Spaniards refused to make the purchase;
therefore, the natives became hostile and began killing the
Spaniards’ horses. However, the chief succeeded in getting
his braves to cease their warlike actions.
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Naturally the Spaniards were in no mood to remain;
therefore, they soon left the Yuta Valley. At the Sevier
River they met the bearded Indians of whom Escalante
wrote.

Continuously after the Arze-Garcia expedition into
Utah, Spaniards and Mexicans carried on trade with the
natives. In 1821 Utah passed from Spanish to Mexican
ownership, and after that date trade increased. Principal
articles of exchange were the Indian women and children
who were carried into California and Old and New Mexi-
co for slaves.

After the Mormons arrived in Utah, however, Brig-
ham Young and his associates, as will be pointed out lat-
er, stopped the traffic in human beings by legislating
against it and fixing severe punishment for the offenders.

THE SANTA FE TRAIL AND TRADE

The inhabitants of the Spanish outpost-settlement
of Santa Fé were in great need of manufactured goods,
being located so far from the City of Mexico. Calico cloth
brought from $2.00 to $3.00 per yard, and other kinds of
merchandise were equally as expensive.

The American frontier settlements were much near-
er Santa IF'é than was the City of Mexico, but during the
early period Spanish law forbade her colonists from trad-
ing with any foreign nation. The Spanish-American set-
tlements were forced to trade only with the mother coun-
try.

However, a few adventurous merchants from the
United States attempted to sell their goods in Spanish
territory. In 1812, Baird, McKnight, and Chambers ar-
rived in Santa F'é with goods packed on mules. They were
unceremoniously thrown into jail and remained there for
over nine years. This served as a lesson to other Ameri-
can merchants who may have desired to sell their goods
in Santa Fé.

But in 1821 an event occurred that completely
changed the situation regarding the Santa Fé trade. Mex-
ico won her independence from Spain.

That year Captain Becknell of Missouri started west
to trade with the Indians. When on the headwaters of
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the Arkansas River, he met some Mexicans. They in-
duced him to take his merchandise to Santa Fé. He made
such enormous profits on this trip that the following year
he returned with $5,000 worth of goods of all descriptions.
Other merchants followed him in this activity. Thus
there began an active trade between the United States
and New Mexico.

The route which Captain Becknell traveled was
named the Santa F'é Trail,’ and the captain became known
as the father of that trail. It began at the bend in the
Missouri River at Independence, and ended at Santa Fé.
In length it was 775 miles.

Each spring goods were shipped from the eastern
cities by the way of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers
to Independence or Kansas City. From there the freight
was taken into Mexico territory in large wagons.

The opening of the Santa Fé road from the Missouri
River to New Mexico in 1822 created a new field for trade
which had heretofore been restricted by Spanish law. The
prairie schooners—large wagons drawn by several span
of mules—came into existence. Each year caravans
traveled from Missouri to Santa Fé, bringing large
profits to American traders. The trade flourished from
1822 to 1843. Following the latter date it declined rapidly.

AMERICAN AND MEXICAN TRADE THROUGH UTAH—
THE OLD SPANISH TRAIL

This new industry brought about a demand for many
mules. California was the main source of supply, and
Santa F'é was the central base of exchange.

The new-born commerce of the prairies again com-
pelled attention to Utah as a possible shorter route to Cali-
fornia. In 1829 two expeditions succeeded in crossing
from Santa Fé to California. The first was a Mexican
expedition and the second was directed by Ewing Young
of Tennessee. They passed along the southern rim of the
Basin into the Mojave region, but south of what was later
termed the Old Spanish Trail.

The first company on record to go completely
through Utah and on to California over the Old Spanish

1 See map on page 86.
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Trail was that of William Wolfskill. In 1830 he led a group
of fur traders to California. Coming into Utah from the
east, they followed the eourse of the Sevier River, pro-

ressed southward out of Utah, across the desert, through

ajon Pass, and on into Los Angeles. Upon arriving there,
Wolfskill and his partners found more profit in purchas-
ing mules and taking them back to Santa Fé than in the
fur industry. The mule traffic continued to be a profit-
able business until displaced by the railroad.

In the next few years a number of trappers, traders,
scouts, and explorers followed Wolfskill’s route through
Utah. Upon leaving Santa Fé they went north into Colo-
rado and then northwest to the junction of the Green and
Colorado rivers in Utah. Then they struck out boldly
across the desert through Utah, leaving the State near St.
George where Highway 91 runs at the present time. This
route became known as the Old Spanish Trail.’

? See map on page 36.

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

1. Draw a map similar to the one on page 36. Place on it the Santa Fe
Trail, the Old Spanish Trail, Los Angeles, Cajon Pass, San Diego,
Monterey, and Timpanogos Valley.

. Identify the following: Manuel Mestas, Maurico Arze, Baird, Captain

Becknell, Ewing Young, and William Wolfskill.

. Did the Indians of Utah have beards similar to those of the white men?

What were the main articles that the Utah Valley Indians desired to sell

to Arze and Garcia?

What important event affecting Utah history occurred in 18217

Why were Baird, McKnight and Chambers thrown into jail by the

Spaniards at Santa Fe?

Who was called the father of the Santa Fe Trail? Why?

What was produced in California which helped in the Santa Fe trade?

. Discuss orally the problem of the Santa Fe trade.
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Chapter 4
THE FUR TRADERS

THE FUR INDUSTRY ON THE MISSOURI RIVER

As early as the beginning of the nineteenth century,
the American fur trade on the Missouri River had become
an important industry. Venturous frontier trappers and
fur traders had journeyed up the Missouri at least as far
as the Mandan Indian villages even before Lewis and
Clark had begun their exploring expedition. In 1804,
when the famous explorers were traveling upstream, they
met boats loaded to the brim with furs coming down the
river.

St. Louis, a frontier town located on the banks of the
Mississippi River about twenty miles below its junction
with the Missouri, was the outfitting post for the trap-
pers. For almost half a century, it remained the center
of the fur trade. '

To this town came Manuel Lisa, a Spaniard, in 1799.
From here he trapped along the Missouri, soon becoming
the most famous of the independent trappers and being
known as the man who best understood the Indians. In
the spring of 1807 Lisa and his associates built Fort Man-
uel at the mouth of the Big Horn River in Montana. It
was his plan to build a number of forts through the Indian
country to be used for protection and as trading stations.

Lisa spent the summer at Fort Manuel. He sent his
hired trappers and hunters out to gather furs, and invited
the Indians in to trade their furs for beads, knives, hatch-
ets, tobacco, cloth, guns, powder, lead, and whiskey.

In 1808 Lisa and others organized the Missouri Fur
Company. Captain Clark was appointed agent for the
company with headquarters at St. Louis. The trappers
advanced farther into the Indian country two years later,
building a fort at the Three Forks of the Missouri in the
heart of the Blackfeet country. Andrew Henry was
placed in charge of that fort. During that year 300 packs
of beaver skins were gathered. But before the trappers
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left the Indian country, the Blackfeet swooped down on
them, killed five of their number, and took their guns,
ammunition, horses, traps, and all of their furs.

Henry then abandoned the post, crossed the Conti-
nental Divide to the south, and located on the north fork
of the Snake River in Idaho. There he remained until
the spring of 1811, when he returned to St. Louis.

Lisa directed the affairs of the Missouri Fur Com-
pany until his death in 1820. Historians maintain that he
was the ablest and most outstanding American trapper
of his period.

ASTORIANS, THE FIRST TO TRAP IN UTAH, 1811-1812

From the north and the east, the American and Brit-
ish fur traders and trappers came to Utah. While the
Spaniards and Mexicans were becoming acquainted with
the southern part of the State, the British and American
fur traders—especially the latter—were penetrating and
exploring the northern portion of Utah. Almost con-
tinuous fur trading exploits were carried on in the Utah
valleys between 1811 and 1847. These mountain men did
not keep such accurate records as Escalante kept, but we
know that they became thoroughly acquainted with every
canyon and valley in our State.

The first white men to enter Utah from the north
were members of the Pacific Fur Company, organized by
John Jacob Astor of New York in 1811. His plan was to
trade with China and Russia. He organized two expedi-
tions. One group traveled by sea around South America
and up to the mouth of the Columbia River. Here a fur-
trading post named Astoria (Oregon) was established.
The other party, led by Wilson Price Hunt, went overland
with the purpose of joining the sea group at the mouth of
the Columbia. ‘

In Hunt’s party were three men who had been with
Andrew Henry in Idaho the previous winter. As they
came into the region of the Teton Mountains, these three
and two other members of the party made arrangements
with Hunt to remain and trap that district. Their names
were Jacob Rezner, John Hoback, Edward Robinson, Mil-
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ler, and Case. During the winter of 1811-1812, they
trapped in the Bear Lake region of northern Utah. “They
had tragic experiences with nature and Indians. Case dis-
appeared. Possibly he was eaten by his companions to
save them from starvation.”

The remaining four trappers were picked up in 1813
by another group of Astor’s men who were returning to
the East from Astoria. Before leaving the Pacific Coast,
Astor’s trappers had sold the post to the Northwest Fur
%onilpany. They too traveled over the northern rim of

tah.

These penetrations of northern Utah by the Astori-
ans took place at the same time that the Spaniards, Mauri-
cio Arze and Legoa Garcia, were on their trading expedi-
tion at Utah Lake.

BriTiISH TRAPPERS PENETRATE UTAH, 1819-1829

The next trappers to visit northern Utah were mem-
bers of the British Northwest Fur Company. From 1812
to 1621, they had complete control of trapping along the
Columbia River and its tributaries. At the latter date,
the Northwest Fur Company sold out to the Hudson’s Bay
Company.

In the West, the headquarters of the Northwest and
Hudson’s Bay companies was at Fort Vancouver, near
the mouth of the Columbia River. For many years Dr.
McLoughlin was in charge of that post. He was a really
great and kind gentleman who left his name in honor and
respect in the pages of western history.

The Northwest Fur Company from 1812 to 1818
confined its activities almost entirely to the Columbia
River region. But in the latter year, Donald McKenzie
and his party of forty-nine members set out in September
from Walla Walla upon what is known as the first Snake
River expedition.

In 1819-1820 they trapped with considerable profits
along what he termed the “Spanish Waters.” The fore-
going statement indicated that they were in the Great
Basin, which was claimed at that time by Spain. In Sep-
tember, 1819, they were on the shores of Bear Lake, lo-
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the Americans have of the south side, that it is a barren
country, destitute of everything.”

During the winter of 1828-1829, Ogden explored the
whole region north and northwest of Great Salt Lake.
He discovered and trapped the Humboldt River in Nevada,
and made many other geographical contributions of real
value. According to available records, Mr. Ogden’s first
personal visit to Weber Valley was in the fall of 1830;
however, his trappers visited the region more frequently
than he. Yet, he left his name imprinted indelibly on the
pages of Utah history. Ogden City, Ogden River and
Ogden’s Hole.

A word should be said regarding the personality and
character of Peter Skene Ogden. He was a cultured gen-
tleman who lived a noble life. Unlike many of the trap-
pers, he had received as a youth a good education, having
been trained for the law profession. His father was a
prominent lawyer in Quebec, Canada, and desired his son
to follow his profession. However, Peter at a very early
age showed his adventurous spirit and love for an out-of-
door life. So he became a famous trapper, pioneer, and
explorer of the West—a true frontiersman.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 4

1. “Colter’s Race For His Life,” pages 67-70, Supplementary Stories To
Unit 1.

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

1. Place on the map that you drew in connection with chapter 3 the follow-
ing: St. Louis, Independence, Kansas City, Missouri River, Big
Horn River, Henry’s Fort, Snake River, Columbia River, Astoria, Ft.
Vancouver, North Platte River, South Pass, Bear Lake and River,
Humboldt River.

2. Who were: Lewis and Clark, Manual Lisa, John Jacob Aster, Wilson
Price Hunt, Jacob Rezner, Dr. McLoughlin, Donald McKenzie, and
Peter Skene Ogden?

. Be able to give location of: the Mandon Indian Village, St. Louis, Fort
Manuel, Fort Henry, the Continental Divide, Fort Vancouver, and
Walla Walla.

. Discuss Manuel Lisa and the fur industry on the Missouri.

. Read the story of “Colter’s Race for His Life.”

Give an account of the Astorians.

. Report on the personality and activities of Peter Skene Ogden.

List the fur companies named in this chapter.
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Chapter 5
TRAPPING BEAVER IN UTAH
THE Rocky MOUNTAIN FUR COMPANY

For information regarding the trappers who con-
tributed most to Utah history, we must turn to the activ-
ities of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company. Its members
were Americans. In the spring of 1822, General William
Henry Ashley and Major Andrew Henry organized this
company with headquarters located at St. Louis, Mis-
souri.

Ashley, a Virginian by birth, had lived at St. Louis
since 1802. His experiences in that frontier settlement
and fur trading center had fully prepared him for leader-
ship in a company as large as the one he organized. His
partner, Andrew Henry, had trapped for Manuel Lisa.

Since the purchase of Astoria in 1813, employees of
the British companies were the only men trapping in the
Far West. But with the organizing of the Rocky Moun-
tain Fur Company American fur traders came into this
region.

Ashley and Henry enlisted in their first group of
trappers 100 young men, many of whom became the most
renowned pathfinders and explorers of Utah. The names
of Jedediah S. Smith, James Bridger, Etienne Provot,
Thomas Fitzpatrick, Ashley, Henry, Jackson, the Sub-
lette brothers, and many others should become familiar to
every school child and adult in Utah and in the Rocky
Mountain area. They were the explorers and pathfinders
of this vast western area. They penetrated into every
nook of this unknown land, trapped on every stream and
lake, and found every fertile valley and mountain pass.

From 1822 to 1824 the Ashley-Henry employees
trapped in the Yellowstone Park region, meeting several
disastrous reverses, such as Indian attacks. But an event
occurred in February, 1824, which led almost immediately
to American control of the Rocky Mountain beaver trade
and to the exploration of Utah and the rest of the country
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lying between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Coast.
This event was the discovery of the famous South Pass
by some of the Ashley-Henry trappers under the leader-
ship of Jedediah S. Smith and Thomas Fitzpatrick.

The South Pass supplied the only practicable wagon
route through the almost impassable Rocky Mountains
over which the immigrants traveled who saved Oregon for
America, who settled California and stimulated its con-
quest, and who colonized Utah. Thus it had a far-reaching
effect upon the future American ownership of Utah and
the country westward to the Pacific Ocean.

TRAPPERS ENTER UTAH

In the spring of 1824 the Ashley-Henry trappers
moved down from the Yellowstone Park region to that
area adjacent to the Green River in Wyoming. Here
they had remarkable success. That fall they divided into
three groups with the understanding that they would
assemble later on the Bear River.

One of these groups was under Etienne Provot. He
and his companions followed Black’s Fork from Green
River to its headwaters, trapping as they ascended the
stream. Then they made some more or less extensive
explorations to the headwaters of the Provo, Weber, and
Bear rivers in the Granddaddy Lake country. When the
cold weather froze the upper reaches of the streams,
Provot and his party descended the Weber River to the
Great Salt Lake. They made their camp near the Junection
of the Ogden and Weber rivers, at the present site of
Ogden City.

It was during the time of this encampment that the
entire party narrowly escaped being wiped out by the In-
dians. The event took place around a peace-fire parley
where Provot and his men, in company with the Indians,
were smoking the Calumet (pipe of peace of the North
American Indians).

Mauvaise Gauche, a Snake-Ute Indian, arose and
said, “The spirits don’t like the presence of iron at this
ceremony.” Therefore, he took the knives and guns of the
trappers and the tomahawks of the Indians and placed
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them to one side. When Provot and his men were un-
armed, Gauche gave the signal. Immediately the red men
drew tomahawks which they had concealed beneath their
blankets and made a savage attack upon the whites.
Seventeen of the trappers were killed.

Provot, however, through his cool courage and great
strength, escaped with four of his men to the mountains.
He and his companions made their way northward. In
the spring of 1825, they joined Ashley’s other mountain
men in Cache Valley, northern Utah.

Provo City, Provo Canyon, and Provo River were all
named in honor of the explorer and trapper—Etienne
Provot.!

The second company to leave the Green River in the
fall of 1824 was led by Jedediah S. Smith. His small com-
pany of six men went northward through the Jackson
Hole country and thence north-westward. They came in
contact with Peter Skene Ogden of the Hudson’s Bay
Company on his Snake River expedition. In the spring
of 1825, Smith and his group joined the other Ashley-
Henry trappers in northern Utah.

The third and largest party, under William L. Sub-
lette, trapped along the Bear River to Cache Valley, Utah.
When they first arrived, they named that district Willow
Valley. But after it became a favorite hiding place for
their furs, the name was changed to Cache Valley.

DISCOVERY OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE

There was much conjecture among the trappers in
Cache Valley during the late Autumn of 1824 as to the
further course of the Bear River. James Bridger had his
opinion as to the course and destination of the river, which
evidently did not agree with the opinions of others. Char-
acteristic of western fashion, they satisfied their curiosity
and variance of opinion by making a wager and then send-
ing Bridger downstream to find who won.

In a small bullboat of hide constructed for the
occasion, Jim Bridger traveled alone down the boisterous

1 Etienne Provot was a French-Canadian. His name is often spelled Provost, ‘“but evi-
dently should be Provot, for in the French name, Provot, the ‘t’ is silent, hence the origin
of the name of Provo.”
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smith’s Fork where forage could be found for their
animals.

When the spring of 1825 opened up, all the employees
of the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, including Smith’s
and Provot’s parties, trapped on the Wasatch streams at
least as far south as Utah Valley. And they gained from
the Indians some knowledge of Utah farther south, in-
cluding the existence of Sevier Lake and its approximate
location.

While trapping on the Weber River in May, the
twenty-nine Hudson’s Bay employees (previously men-
tioned) joined the American trappers and two months
later sold their furs to Ashley.

In June when the trappers were in Utah Valley,
they received word through a courier to assemble with
their furs for the purpose of meeting General Ashley, who
was at that time making his way across Utah.

GENERAL ASHLEY COMES TO UTAH

Leaving St. Louis in November, 1824, General
Ashley came to Utah to bring supplies to his trappers and
to take the peltries East. His trip is of unusual impor-
tance, because he pursued a new pathway from the Mis-
souri River westward over which the overland trail and
the Mormon emigrants later followed. He came west-
ward by way of the North Platte River, the Sweetwater,
South Pass, and then southwestward to the Green River
region. Ashley brought with him a small cannon, “the
first wheeled vehicle to cross South Pass.”

On April 30, 1825, the General reached Henry’s Fork
on the Utah-Wyoming boundary. This was considered
by Ashley to be a good place to hold a general trading
rendezvous. He divided his followers into three groups
and instructed them to explore, to gather furs, and to in-
form Indians and free trappers of the rendezvous that
was to be held at that place on July 1.

Then all the merchandise that had been brought to
supply the employees of the Rocky Mountain Fur Com-
pany was left there in a cache; and Ashley and his princi-
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pal trappers embarked on the harmless looking Green
River in boats made from buffalo hides.

Beginning near Manila, Utah, he descended the
treacherous river from Flaming Gorge to the plain below
Split Mountain just above Jensen, Utah. He had a series
of adventures which made ordinary Indian fighting seem
like pastime. Evidence remains of his daring trip. The
General painted his name and the date, “ASHLEY—
1825,” in large characters on the rock wall at the entrance
of Red Canyon. Nearly forty-five years later, this inscrip-
tion was discovered by Major Powell and his party when
they were exploring the Colorado River.

After Ashley and his comrades left the Green River,
they ascended the Duchesne River. Then they went west-
ward and met the Utah Valley trappers on the Kamas
prairie (Summit County). After resting a few days, the
entire party broke camp and streamed eastward across
the numerous mountains and ravines to the merchandise
cache at Henry’s Fork.

A TRAPPERS’ RENDEZVOUS

Word passed from ear to ear throughout the Rocky
Mountains that a trappers’ summer trading rendezvous
was to be held early in July near Flaming Gorge on the
Green River. Many of the Indians, independent trappers,
and Ashley’s employees traveled great distances to attend
the rendezvous. When the first day of July arrived, ap-
proximately 800 people had assembled. Probably one-
half of them were Indian women and their offspring.

The prime purpose of the gathering was fur trading.
Ashley had brought great loads of goods from St. Louis on
pack animals. They were traded to the free trappers and
Indians for furs. Also, the employees of the Rocky Moun-
tain Fur Company turned in their catch, received their
wages for the past year and their outfits for the coming
season.

After completing his trading transactions, General
Ashley loaded the peltries on pack animals and the
caravan headed toward St. Louis. He had a fortune
of furs valued on the eastern markets at $190,000. His
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indebtedness and obligations in the mountains were said
to have been no more than $75,000, leaving his company
$115,000 profit.

Then the Indians dispersed and the mountaineers
returned to the beaver haunts. All that remained to mark
the location of the rendezvous was the “charred remains
of camp fires, well gnawed bones, some empty cans, many
empty bottles and a few fresh graves to testify to the
maddening potency of the fluid those innocent bottles had
held.”

From this date forward, the trappers held their
summer trading rendezvous once each year. The gather-
ing usually lasted only a few days. Great loads of goods
to supply the trappers were brought from the East, at
first on pack animals and later by wagons. During 'the
winter trappers and Indians camped together for several
weeks while the streams were frozen. The mountaineers
traded for furs, fought, and made love to the Indian
women.

A typical trappers’ summer rendezvous is described
by Grace Raymond Hebard:

‘““Here would come gaily attired gentlemen from the
mountains of the south, with a dash of the Mexican about
them, their bridles heavy with silver, their hat brims
rakishly pinned up with gold nuggets, and with Kit
Carson or Dick Wooton in the lead.

“In strong contrast would appear Jim Bridger and
his band, careless of personal appearance, despising fop-
pery, burnt and seamed by the sun and wind of the
western desert, powdered with fine white alkali dust,
fully conscious that clothes mean nothing, and that man
to man they could measure up with the best of the moun-
tain men.

‘““At this gathering you would find excitable French-
men looking for guidance to Provot, the two Sublettes,
and Fontenelle; the thoroughbred American, Kentuckian
in type, with his long, heavy rifle, his six feet of bone and
muscle, and his keen, determined, alert vigilance; the
canny Scot, typified by Robert Campbell, who won both
health and fortune in the mountains; the jolly Irishman,
best represented by Fitzpatrick, the man with the broken
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hand who knew more about the mountains than any other
man except possibly Bridger; and mixed in the motly
crowd an alloy of Indians—Snakes, Bannocks, Flatheads,
Crows, Utes—come to trade furs for powder, lead, guns,
knives, hatchets, fancy cloth, and most coveted of all,
whiskey, that made the meanest redskin feel like the
greatest chief.””

TRAPPERS’ RENDEZVOUS AT OGDEN, 1825-1826

During the spring and summer of 1825, Ashley’s
men were trapping on the Bear, Green, and Salt rivers.
James Bridger and about thirty others went as far north
as the Yellowstone Park country. When fall came, they
gathered in Cache Valley and cached their furs. But be-
fore winter set in, they moved to the Salt Lake Valley
and established a typical trappers’ rendezvous at the
r(r;outh of the Weber River, near the present site of Ogden

ity.

This winter rendezvous was the greatest gathering
of its kind known to the mountaineers. Their camp was in
reality a pioneer village. It contained nearly 700 persons,
including the squaws, which some of the trappers had
married, and their children. Toward midwinter 2,500
Snake Indians invited themselves to the rendezvous,
bringing with them their livestock and other property.
Thus Ogden had a temporary population of approx-
imately 3,200 persons. It must have been an active, inter-
esting place.

Of course while camped on the Weber River, Ashley’s
men were curious to learn all they could regarding the
Great Salt Lake. Four men were assigned to explore it.
These primitive navigators rowed slowly around the lake
near the shore in quest of beaver-bearing streams.
Twenty-four days were required for the trip. Fresh
water streams are very scarce on the west side of the
lake; therefore, the trapper-explorers suffered greatly
for drinking water. Upon their return they reported that
they had found no new beaver-bearing streams. They
learned that the body of water was not an arm of the

2 Grace Raymond Hebard, The Pathbreakers From River to Ocean, 64-65.
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Pacific Ocean, as Bridger had thought, but a lake. They
estimated it to be one hundred miles long and sixty to
eighty miles wide, a rather close approximation.

GENERAL ASHLEY SELLS His BUSINESS, 1826

In the spring of 1826 the members of the Rocky
Mountain Fur Company visited Cache Valley and re-
placed their furs for better safety. Until July they trapped
on the Bear, Sage, and other streams of northern Utah
and Western Wyoming. Then they returned to their
caches in the middle of the summer and took them to the
rendezvous near Ogden for the summer exchange.

General Ashley met them there. He had with him
300 pack mules loaded with merchandise. Before return-
ing to St. Louis with about 125 fur packs, valued at
$60,000, he sold the business to Jedediah S. Smith, David
E. Jackson and William L. Sublette. Upon arriving at
St. Louis, Ashley became interested in politics and served
his State in Congress for two sessions. He died in 1838.

The American trappers under the new managers
continued their industry until every stream of Utah and
of the entire Great Basin became well-known to them.
Through their explorations an abundance of information
was accumulated which had its influence in determining
national thought and politics toward the Far West.

JEDEDIAH S. SMITH—THE GREAT TRAPPER-EXPLORER

The trapper who contributed most to the history of
Utah and the Great Basin was Jedediah S. Smith. He was
one of the foremost frontiersmen of American history.
His achievements entitled him to rank in the group of our
country’s greatest explorers. Our main interest in him
rests on the fact that he was the first white man after
Escalante to explore rather thoroughly what is now Utah.
He was also the first American to write about our State.

Smith was a true gentleman and a devout Christian.
Wherever he went he took with him his Bible. Often he
carried his rifle in one hand and the Holy Scriptures in
the other. He delighted in standing before the natives
and preaching to them from the Bible.



54 UTAH IN HER WESTERN SETTING

Smith was born in the town of Bainbridge, New
York, June 24, 1779, and reared on the frontier. When
but thirteen years of age, he was a clerk on a freighting
vessel of the Great Lakes. Leaving that region in 1822,
he made his way to St. Louis—the fur-trading and out-
fitting center for the American trappers. Here he entered
the employ of Ashley in 1823, as has been pointed out, and
became one of the co-owners of the Rocky Mountain Fur
Company in 1826.

SMITH’S FIRST EXPLORING TRIP TO CALIFORNIA

The new managers of the fur company decided that
Smith was to explore the extensive country lying south
and west of the Great Salt Lake, believing that that region
might yield a rich supply of beaver skins. Thereupon,
he and fifteen companions departed southward from the
Ogden River on August 22, 1826. Through the region
from Utah Lake to St. George, their route approximated
the course followed by Father Escalante in 1776.

Upon reaching the Virgin River, the explorers con-
tinued down stream to its mouth. Then they crossed the
Rio Colorado and traveled through the country of the Mo-
jave Indians. They rested a few days at the Mojave vil-
lage before resuming their journey to the Spanish mission
at San Gabriel, California. Thus Smith attained the hon-
or of being the first American to reach California by land.

When that winter the American trappers received
permission from the Spanish authorities to leave Cali-
fornia, they traveled northward about 300 miles. Then
they attempted to cross the Sierra Nevada somewhere
north of the Yosemite Valley, but owing to deep snow, they
were forced to return to the valley. Leaving all but two
of his men safely in camp, Jedediah S. Smith with the two
companions, seven horses, two mules, and provisions,
struck boldly across the Sierra Nevada. Snow lay from
four to eight feet deep on the level. Forced to break trails
for their animals, the three trappers spent ten days in
crossing the mountains. Two horses and one mule
perished.

Between the Sierras and the Great Salt Lake lay 600
miles of barren desert country. But the pathmaker
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plunged into it unhesitatingly. The trip required twen-
ty-eight days, during which time both men and animals
suffered intensely. Quoting Smith’s report, “When we
arrived at the Salt Lake, we had but one horse and one
mule remaining, which were so feeble and poor that they
could scarcely carry the little camp equipage which I had
along; the balance of my horses I was compelled to eat as
they gave out.”

Smith’s trip had taken him through the center of
Utah from the north to the south end, and almost com-
pletely around the southern end and back through the
heart of the Basin. He had crossed Utah also from the
west to the east on the return trip. He had explored the
routes later followed by highways and railroads, being
the first white man to travel the central route between
the Pacific Coast and the Great Salt Lake.

SMITH’S SECOND EXPEDITION TO CALIFORNIA

Jedediah S. Smith had no sooner arrived at the ren-
dezvous on Bear Lake and reported to his partners than
he departed (July 13,1827) on a second exploring expedi-
tion through Utah to California While traveling he not
only suffered from hunger, thirst, and fatigue, but lost
most of his men through two Indian attacks. The Mojave
Indians, who had been friendly with him the previous
year, fell upon his party and killed ten of them.

Upon arriving in California, he was arrested and
thrown into prison, but the governor released him when
he promised he would leave the State within two months.
Thereupon he traveled northward through California,
picked up the men that he had left the previous year, and
then went on into the Oregon country. After another
massacre, in which Smith lost fifteen more of his men,
he pushed on to Fort Vancouver.

On his return trip to Utah, he became familiar with
the country near the north rim of the Great Basin and
north of the Great Salt Lake.

SMITH’S DEATH

On August 4, 1830, Smith and his partners sold their
business to Jim Bridger and others. The famous moun-
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taineer had decided to try his luck in the Santa Fé trade.
In the spring of 1831, he was accompanying his first wag-
on caravan of merchandise from St. Louis to Santa Fé.
Unfortunately the freighters ran out of water. Fearless
as he was, Smith went alone in search of some. Josiah
Gregg tells the story of Smith’s death as follows:

“After having so often dodged the arrow and eluded
the snare of the wily mountain Indian, little could he have
thought, while jogging along under a scorching sun, that
his bones were destined to bleach upon those arid sands.

“He had already wandered many miles away from
his comrades, when, on turning over an eminence, his eyes
were joyfully greeted with the appearance of a small
stream meandering through the valley that appeared be-
fore him. It was the Cimmaron. He hurried forward to
slake the fire of his parched lips—but imagine his dis-
appointment at finding the charinel only a bed of dry sand.
With his hands, however, he soon scooped out a basin a
foot or two deep, into which the water slowly oozed from
the saturated sand. While with his head bent down, in
the effort to quench his burning thirst, he was pierced by
the arrows of a gang of Comanches, who were lying in
wait for him. Yet he struggled bravely to the last, and,
as the Indians themselves have since related, killed two or
three of their party before he was overpowered. This oc-
curred May 27, 1831.””

THE MOUNTAINEERS

During the thirties the trappers depleted the streams
of beaver, and the fur business waned. Most of the moun-
tain men returned to the East, but others built themselves
cabins and settled down in the Great West with their In-
dian wives and children.

As early as 1832, Antoine Robidoux built a fort in
the Uintah Basin near the junction of the Uintah and Du-
chesne rivers. Five years later, David Craig and Philip
Thompson built “Fort Davy Crockett” in Brown’s Hole.
This trading post was named after the famous Texan
killed at the Alamo in 1836, but the trappers called it

3 Joslah Gregg, Commerce of the Prairies.
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“Fort Misery.” In 1843 James Bridger established his.
fort on the Black’s Fork of the Green River in Wyoming,
and the following year Miles Goodyear built a fort on the
site of Ogden City, Utah.

The trappers who remained in the West after the fur
business waned, we designate as mountaineers. Some
of them were still here when the pioneers arrived in the
Salt Lake Valley in 1847. James Bridger and Miles Good-
year came into the story of colonial Utah history rather
prominently.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 5

1. “Jedediah S. Smith Meets A Grizzly Bear,” pages 66-67, Supplementary
Stories To Unit L.

2. Young, The Founding of Utah, pages 54-65, “The Fur-Traders of the
Wasatch.”

3. Bancroft, History of Utah, pages 18-35, “Advent of Trappers and
Travelers.”

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

1. Give a statement identifying: General William Henry Ashley, Major
Andrew Henry, Thomas Fitzpatrick, James Bridger, Etienne Provot,
Jedediah S. Smith, Milton Sublette, William L. Sublette, Mauvaise
Gauche.

Describe the founding and early activities of the Rocky Mountain Fur
Coimpany.

Give an account of the massacre of Etienne Provot’s company by the
Indians.

. Discuss the discovery of the Great Salt Lake.

Define: Calumet, bullboat, trappers’ rendezvous, mountaineer.

. From what event did Cache Valley receive its name?

. Describe a trappers’ cache.

. Trace on a map the route followed by General Ashley when he came to

Utah in 1824-1825.

9. Write a paragraph on a trappers’ rendezvous.

10. List two important events that took place at the trappers’ rendezvous
at Ogden, 1825-1826.

11. Give location of: South Pass, Black’s Fork, San Gabriel, Cache Valley,
Yosemite Valley.

12. Draw a map and place Jedediah S. Smith’s routes on it. (See page
41). Save your map for the next chapter.

13. Read the story, “Jedediah Smith Meets a Grizzly Bear.”

14. Discuss Smith’s explorations. Evaluate their importance.

15. Describe Smith’s death.

16. List four forts built by the mountaineers, giving dates of construction

and locations.
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Chapter 6
GOVERNMENT EXPLORATIONS OF UTAH
CAPTAIN BONNEVILLE’S EXPEDITION, 1832-1836

Following the trappers and fur traders in Utah came
the government explorers. Captain B. L. E. Bonneville
has usually been listed as one of them. By some writers,
he has been given a more prominent place in Utah history
than he probably deserved. In fact, his activities in the
West cannot really be regarded as an official government
expedition. But since he received his orders from the
War Department, we shall review his activities briefly.

In 1832 Captain Bonneville obtained permission from
the War Department to come into the West and engage in
the fur trade. However, he was definitely instructed to
examine the soil, mineral resources, climate, geography
and topography of the Rocky Mountain section. He fol-
lowed none of these instructions, but spent most of his
time trying to enrich himself in the fur industry.

The Captain came over the continental divide
through South Pass, bringing twenty-eight heavily loaded
wagons. These were the first wagons to come west of the
divide. He had 110 men and large numbers of horses,
mules, and oxen. At first he settled on the Green River,
but later in the fall moved to the Salmon River in Idaho.

During hissojourn in the West, Bonneville journeyed
over much of western Wyoming, southern Idaho, and
northeastern Utah in the Bear Lake area. Yet, he never
came within fifty miles of the Great Salt Lake. How-
ever, he sent out exploring expeditions in various direc-
tions. The most famous of these was the one under the
direction of J. R. Walker to California in 1833.

Walker and his companions traveled from the Green
River into Utah and on to California. Much of the country
they traveled through in the Great Basin had previously
been visited by Jedediah S. Smith and other trappers.

Before leaving the West, Bonneville gathered what
information he could from trappers relative to the geo-
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graphy of the Great Basin. Adding what he received from
the mountain men to his own experiences, he made one of
the best early maps of the whole basin region. From that
map and his journal and from other source materials on
the fur industry, Washington Irving published a book in
1837. This book not only brought fame to Captain Bon-
neville, resulting in the pre-historic lake in Utah being
named after him, but it also had excellent results in stimu-
lating the adventurous people in the East to look toward
the Far West as a possible place in which to build homes.

JOHN C. FREMONT, THE GOVERNMENT EXPLORER,
1843-1844

Hunters and trappers, the original explorers of the
hidden recesses of mountain and desert, were, with rare
exceptions, men of little education. They had slight in-
clination to transmit their geographical information to an
inquisitive world. Although they had discovered every
important spot in Utah before 1843, hardly any of them
wrote and published anything concerning their discover-
ies. Humanity had to wait for a scientifically trained
man. He came in the person of John C. Fremont.

Fremont made five journeys of western exploration.
Three of them were under the divection and pay of the
United States Government while the other two wevre pri-
vate ventures. Only three of them are significant to us,
because in those three he visited Utah.

Fremont explored the Great Basin between 1843 and
1853. Many of his observations were made in Utah, a
fact of particular importance to us. The value of his ex-
plorations is not based on any new discovery which he
made, but upon the thorough and scientific observation of
all the region visited which he made and published. As
a result of the accurate information collected on the en-
tire geography and topography of the Great West, his-
torians have rated John C. Fremont among the greatest
of explorers. He really accomplished the work that the
War Department had previously assigned to Captain
Bonneville.

During this period, the United States Government
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scout and buffalo hunter, was persuaded to join the expe-
dition because of his value as a guide. While making a
half-circle from Pueblo, the explorers entered Utah from
the north, reaching the shores of the Great Salt Lake in
September.

At first sight of the lake the explorer felt a thrill, as
many of us have done since at seeing the grandeur of
Utah’s “Dead Sea.” After climbing to the top of an ele-
vated spot overlooking the lake, Fremont wrote:

“Immediately at our feet [we] beheld the object of
our anxious search—the waters of the Inland Sea, stretch-
ing in still and solitary grandeur far beyond the limit of
our vision. It was one of the great points of the explora-
tion; and as we looked eagerly over the lake in the first
emotions of excited pleasure, I am doubtful if the follow-
ers of Balboa felt more enthusiasm when, from the
heights uf the Andes, they saw for the first time the great
Western ocean. It was certainly a magnificent object,
and a noble terminus to this part of our expedition.”

Leaving his camp near the present site of Ogden City,
Fremont explored the island in the Great Salt Lake which
at the present time bears his name. There he made mathe-
matical calculations relative to the altitude of its highest
point, and other observations which appeared later in his
map and official report. He tested the waters of the lake
to discover what substances they contained. His report
shows that five gallons of water were boiled down to
fourteen pints of ‘“very fine-gr-ained white salt.”

The trip to the island was made by the leader of the
group, Kit Carson, Preuss (their geographer), and one
other companion. But the boat was so leaky that they
considered it unsafe to make further explorations of the
lake, so they returned to camp.

After spending five days in the vicinity of the Great
Salt Lake, the exploring party resumed its journey to-
ward Fort Hall and then on into Oregon. Soon after ar-
riving at Vancouver, Freniont returned to the Great
Basin and made more explorations and surveys of con-
siderable note. He traveled southward through central
Nevada and then westward over the mountains to Captain
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Sutter’s Fort in California, arriving there in January,
1844.

While crossing the mountains through the deep snow,
Fremont and his companions experienced terrible diffi-
culties.  Provisions of all kinds ran out. Mules and
horses had to be killed for food. Roots and wild onions,
and even the leather of their saddles, were eagerly chewed
by .the starving men. So extreme was their exposure that
two of the party went insane. When the explorers ar-
rived at Sutter’s Fort, only thirty-three of the sixty-seven
mules and horses that they started to cross the mountains
with were still alive. And these were in an emaciated con-
dition.

Fremont and his party rested a few days and col-
lected horses, mules and other supplies for their home-
ward trip. Then they resumed their journey southward
through California and across the south end of the Great
Basin by the way of the Old Spanish Trail. They came as
farnorth in Utah as Utah Lake. Then they traveled east-
ward up Spanish Fork Canyon and on out of our State.

FREMONT’S SECOND AND THIRD EXPLORATIONS OF UTAH,
1845, 1853

The following yeayr, 1845, Fremont was again in
Utah. His purpose was to complete the survey of the
Great Salt Lake and explore the country southwest to the
Sierra Nevada and the Coast Range. He had been in-
structed to determine the best route by which to reach the
Pacific.

After spending two weeks making careful topo-
graphical observations in the vicinity of the Great Salt
Lake, he struck out directly westward. Reaching the Og-
den River in Nevada, he named it Humboldt. That name
has remained attached to the stream to the present time.
Thus the trapper Peter Skene Ogden, the discoverer of the
river was robbed of the honor of having this river named
after him. At the base of the Sierra Nevada Fremont’s
party divided. Part of the company crossed the summit
over what later became known as Donneir’s Pass and the
rest over Walker’s Pass.
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In 1853 Fremont made his third appearance in Utah.
'This time he entered the confines of the State somewhere
east of Moab. Following a course that had been described
to him by the mountaineers, he traveled westward
through Utah and on to California, finding passes in the
mountains throughout the entire course.

In these three exploring expeditions, Fremont and
his companions had almost completely circled the Great
Basin and had crossed through its center. They had
traveled completely through Utah from north to south and
from east to west. An idea of the practical value of these
explorations may be inferred from the fact that the great
railroads follow Fremont’s exact route in certain places,
and they run in a large measure through the country that
he explored.

Thus the explorations of the trappers were culmi-
nated in Fremont’s official reports, and the people of
America and Europe learned of the Great Basin region.
Of particular interest to us is the fact that the colonizers
of Utah—Brigham Young and his associates—secured
published copies of Fremont’s report and studied his de-
scription of the West carefully before they migrated to
Utah.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 6

1. Young, Founding of Utah, pages 74-82, “Early Scientific Explora-
tions of Utah.”

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

. In what ways did Captain Bonneville fail to do the job assigned to him
by the government?

. What were Bonneville’s principal accomplishments?

. Identify the following: J. R. Walker, Washington Irving, Kit Carson,
Preuss, Fort Hall, Captain James Sutter, Thomas H, Benton.

Give an oral report on John C. Fremont’s explorations of the West.

. Make a list of Fremont’s accomplishments.

. On the map you drew in connection with the last chapter, place the fol-

lowing: route of Walker, Walker’s Pass, route of John C. Fremont,

Sutter’s Fort, Fort Vancouver, Bear River, and Mojave.
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SUPPLEMENTARY STORIES TO UNIT I

JEDEDIAH S. SMITH MEETS A GRIZZLY BEAR

(This story was taken by special permission of the California Historical
Society from James Clyman, American Frontiersmun, 1792-1881, edited by
Charles 1.. Camp, pages 25-26.)

One day Jedediah S. Smith and a company of trap-
pers were passing single file along an old trail through a
brushy bottom land. They were on foot, leading their pack
horses. Suddenly a large grizzly bear came into the trail
in the center of the group of frontiersmen. In his effort
to escape, Mr. Grizzly ran parallel to the line of trappers.
He was headed toward an open place in the thicket.

Captain Smith, being in advance of the rest of the
trappeis, ran to the open ground. As he came forth from
the thicket, he and the bear met face to face. Grizzly did
not hesitate a moment but sprang upon the captain. Tak-
ing him by the head, the bear pitched him into the air and
let him fall sprawling on the earth. Then he grabbed the
trapper by the middle of his body. Fortunately the bear
bit into some of Smith’s supplies, which were fastened to
his back. A butcher knife was bitten and broken. This
eased the more terrible bite which Smith would have re-
ceived. However, several of his ribs were broken before
the hear disappeared in the brush.

None of the trappers had any surgical knowledge nor
had they had previous experience of this kind. Therefore
they had no idea what should be done first. Some said,
“Come take hold!” Others replied, “Why not you?”’ And
so the bewilderment continued.

James Clyman, one of the trappers, wrote of Smith’s
experience with the bear as follows:

“I asked the Captain what was best. He said, ‘One
or two go for water and if you have a needle and thread
get it out and sew up my wounds around my head.” I got
a pair of scissors and cut off his hair and then began my
first job of dressing wounds. Upon examination I found
that the bear had taken nearly all his head in his capacious
mouth close to his left eye on one side and close to his right
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ear on the other. [He had] laid the skull bare to near the
crown of the head, leaving a white streak where his teeth
passed. One of his ears was torn from his head out to the
outer rim.

‘“After stitching all the other wounds in the best way
I was capable and according to the captain’s directions,
the ear being the last, I told him I could do nothing for his
ear. ‘O you must try to stitch it up some way or other,’
said he. Then I putin my needle, stitching it through and
through and over and over, laying the lacerated parts to-
gether as nice as I could with my hands.”

Water was found about a mile away. The trappers
moved down to the stream and encamped. The captain
was placed on a horse and taken to camp where their only
tent had been pitched. There he was made as comfortable
as circumstances would permit.

Mr. Clyman concluded : “This gave us a lesson on the
character of the grizzly bear which we did not forget.”

COLTER’S RACE For His LiFE’

John Colter and a man named Potts were trapping
beaver on the Jefferson Fork of the Missouri River. Being
aware of the hostility of the Blackfeet Indians, the two
white men were in the habit of setting their traps at night
and taking them up early in the morning. And during the
daytime they remained concealed.

Early one morning they were ascending the stream
in a canoe. They suddenly heard a great noise which re-
sembled the trampling of animals. The high perpendic-
ular bank on each side of the river prevented them from
ascertaining the cause of the noise.

“I am sure it is Indians, hundreds of them. We had
better travel down stream immediately and as fast as we
can,” Colter urged.

Potts replied, “You’re wrong, John. That noise is
caused by buffaloes. Besides, I'm afraid that you're a
coward.’

Thereupon the two men continued their journey up-

3 Reprinted by permission of the publisher, The Arthur H. Clark Company, from
Thwalites, Early Western Travels Series, Volume V., pages 44-47.
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stream. A few moments later they came around a bend
in the river at a point where the banks were low. On both
sides of the stream stood Indians—five or six hundred in
number. They beckoned for the white men to come
ashore.

Retreat being impossible, Colter guided the canoe
to the shore. The second it touched the bank, one of the
braves siezed the rifle which belonged to Potts. Colter,
being a remarkably strong man, immediately took the
rifle from the native and returned it to its owner. Then
he stepped from the ecanoe onto the bank.

But Potts suddenly decided to try to escape. He
pushed the canoe off into the stream. Scarcely had he left
the shore when an arrow sped through the air. The trap-
per cried, “Colter, I am wounded!”

John Colter tried to convince Potts that it was folly
to try to escape and that he should come to the shore. How-
ever, the wounded man would not heed the pleadings of
his partner. He instantly leveled his rifle at an Indian
and shot him dead on the spot. In a few seconds, Pott’s
body was pierced and riddled by numerous arrows, and
he lay dead in his canoe.

The Indians now siezed Colter, stripped him of all of
his clothes, and began to consult on the manner in which
they should put him to death. A number of the younger
bucks were in favor of setting him up as a mark to shoot
at. But the chief, siezing Colter by the shoulder, said,
“Can you run fast?”

The trapper knew that he now had to run for his life
with five or six hundred armed savages as his pursuers.
He replied: “I’m a very bad runner.” Thereupon the
chief commanded the natives to remain where they were
while he led Colter three or four hundred yards out on the
prairie. Releasing the white man, he said, “Save your-
self if you can.”

Colter looked toward the band of savages. All the
young braves were ready for the signal to be given. A
terrifying war whoop sounded in the ears of the poor fel-
low, and the race for his life was begun. Urged with the
hope of preserving his life, Colter ran with a speed at
which he himself was surprised.
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He headed toward the point where the Jefferson Fork
emptied into the Missouri. Six miles of prairie land lay
between him and the junction of the two streams. As he
ran, his bare feet struck prickly pears and sharp rocks.

Half of the distance was covered before he glanced
over his shoulder. But upon doing so, he saw that one
savage was no farther than a hundred yards behind him.
In his hand he held a spear with which to take Colter’s life.
The rest of the redskins pursuers had dropped somewhat
behind.

Spurred on with the hope of making his escape, Col-
ter exerted himself to the limit of his powers. And it
seemed that the Indian moved faster too. By the time he
had run two miles farther, blood gushed from the trap-
per’s nostrils and almost covered the forepart of his body.
He could distinctly hear the sound of footsteps behind
him. At any instant he expected to feel in his back the
spear which was being carried by his savage pursuer.

And he turned his head ever so slightly and saw the
Indian not twenty yards from him. He must do some-
thing different quickly or perish.

Suddenly he stopped stock still, turned around, and
spread out his arms. The Indian was so surprised by
Colter’s sudden action, and perhaps by his bloody appear-
ance, that he also attempted to stop and at the same time
to throw his spear. But in his attempt to stop, the native
fell. His weapon struck the ground and broke in his hand.
Colter immediately siezed the pointed part and pinned
the savage to the earth, then continued his flight.

When other Indian ruunners arrived at the point
where their swiftest man lay dead, they hesitated and set
up a hideous yell until others of their warriors arrived.

In the meantime Colter reached the river, dashed
through the cottonwoods on the bank and plunged into the
water. Fortunately for him, a short distance down-
stream lay a little island against which a raft of drift tim-
ber had lodged. He dived under the raft and succeeded
in getting his head above water amongst the drift wood.
Several feet of fallen timber concealed him, yet he could
see out.

Scarcely had he concealed himself when the Indians
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arrived on the river bank. They were ‘“screeching and
yelling,” as Colter expressed it, “like so many devils.”
Throughout the entire day they searched up and down the
stream, frequently coming on the raft.

As the minutes passed, Colter felt more and more se-
cure. He began congratulating himself on his escape
when a sickening idea entered his mind. He thought,
“The savages might set the raft on fire.” In horrible sus-
pense he remained until night. Then all was quiet, the
Indians having returned to their wigwams.

Quietly Colter dived from under the raft and swam
downstream a considerable distance. Then he climbed
out of the river and traveled all night in order that as
much distance as possible might be placed between him
and the savages. Seven days later he arrived at Lisa’s
Fort on the Bighorn River, naked, sunburned, sore-foot-
ed, and almost exhausted through starvation.
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Cardenas discovered the Grand Canyon

Spaniards settle Santa Fé, New Mexico

Spaniards settle Monterey, California

Father Escalante explores Utah

Manual Lisa makes St. Louis his home

Louis and Clark conduct an expedition to the
Pacific Ocean

Lisa establishes Fort Manuel in Montana

Lisa and others found the Missouri Fur Com-
pany

Astorians trap in Utah

Spaniards put Baird, McKnight and Chambers
in prison

Arze-Garcia’s expedition travels from New
Mexico to Utah Valley

British fur companies trap in Utah

Mexico wins her independence from Spain

Santa Fé trade begins and flourishes

Rocky Mountain Fur Company is founded by
General William Henry Ashley and Major
Andrew Henry

Ashley’s men discover South Pass

Jim Bridger discovers Great Salt Lake

Ashley brings first wheeled vehicle to Utah

Trappers circumnavigate Great Salt Lake

Jedediah S. Smith and others purchase Rocky
Mountain Fur Company

Jedediah S. Smith explores the Great Basin

Jedediah S. Smith dies

Antoine Robidoux builds fort in Uintah Basin

Captain Bonneville traps and explores in the
West

J. R. Walker takes a trip to California

Mountaineers erect Fort Davy Crockett

Jim Bridger builds Fort Bridger

Miles Goodyear builds a fort where Ogden City
stands today

John C. Fremont makes extensive explora-
tions of Utah and the adjacent western
country
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Chapter 7
THE HOME BUILDERS
WESTWARD MIGRATION

“Go West, young man! Go West!”

These were the words spoken hundreds of times dur-
ing the last century to young Americans who had recent-
ly married and were ready to establish homes. The echo
was heard throughout all of Europe. The thousands and
thousands of acres of unoccupied land which could be had
for little or no cost were a potent force in pulling home-
seekers toward the West.

Throughout the time of the settlement of America,
all the lands of western Europe had for years been in pri-
vate ownership. To be able to acquire property in large
amounts was enough to turn the eyes of millions of Euro-
peans toward the United States. And that the land was
cheap seemed almost beyond belief.

The result was that during the last century America
was looked upon as the land of opportunity. Thousands,
yes, millions of people emigrated from Europe to find
homes on the American frontier.

Added to that continuous stream of Europeans were
Americans who had reached maturity and desired to own
farms of their own. Often they had to do no more than
move forty or fifty miles west and establish a new home
on a choice piece of unoccupied land. Thus the American
home builders continuously pushed westward, breaking
up one piece of land after another.

The new country which was under the process of be-
ing settled was known as the American frontier. It was
that geographical area bordering on the land of the In-
dians. In the western migration of the American colo-
nists, the frontier was the outer edge of the wave—the
meeting point between savagery and civilization. It was
designated as frontier country when its area contained
two to six white settlers per square mile. It was com-
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prised of the new districts which were being taken from
the Indians and settled by the whites. Consequently it was
an ever-shifting geographical area.

The first American frontier was the Atlantic border
region, called in our history books ‘“the thirteen colonies.”
After the Revolutionary War, home builders migrated
over the Appalachian Mountains into the Ohio, Kentucky,
and Tennessee districts. Thus this western frontier be-
came the home of white men. Settlers poured into the
Mississippi Valley rapidly between 1820 and 1840. Dur-
ing those twenty years, the whole United States increased
about 80 per cent. But the majority of the newcomers
settled in the Mississippi Valley, making a total increase
in that region of nearly 200 per cent. Historians have
called this period of American land settlement the “Mis-
sissippi Valley Boom.”

But the Great Plains immediately west of the Mis-
sissippi and Missouri rivers, excepting Texas, were not
regarded at that time as a suitable home for white men.
In 1825 that section of our country was set aside by fed-
eral law as the “permanent home” for the Indians. Be-
tween 1825 and 1841 a serious effort was made to move
all the natives to their new home, and some pretense was
made to keep the white settlers out. Indian agents were
appointed and a row of garrisons established from Can-
ada to Mexico, dividing the Indian and white men’s lands.
It was during this period that the fur trade was actively
carried on in the Oregon and Rocky Mountain regions.

But while the sun of an historic era was setting in
the fur industry in the West, a new day was dawning over
the crest of the Rockies and later over the Wasatch Range.
Silhouetted against the sunrise sky were the ox teams and
covered wagons of westbound emigrant trains. In the
wagons were men, women, and children—valiant and
brave souls. These were the vanguard of an empire, fol-
lowing and continuing to follow the sun. They were the
American home builders.

Headed toward the Far West, these emigrants passed
directly through the Indian country of the Great Plains
and over the Rocky Mountains. In ever increasing num-
bers, the business-like travelers plowed their way for-
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ward through a land infested with treacherous Indians
and wild beasts, and broken by vicious streams, rugged,
frowning mountains and desert wastes. By day they had
no other comforts than their jolty wagons; and at night
they found no other sanctuary during their westward
journey than that which they constructed for themselves
in the form of temporary oval wagon corrals.

The earlier emigrants did not stop in Utah to build.
To them it was a desert to be avoided. Their goal was the
fertile lands of Oregon and California, bordering on the
Pacific Coast.

The first American settlers to arrive in Oregon were
Jason and Daniel Lee. They were sent there in 1834 by
the Methodist Church to establish a mission among the In-
dians. They located in the Willamette Valley not far
from Fort Vancouver. The mission became the nucleus
for an American agricultural settlement.

The following year the Presbyterian Church sent the
Rev. Samuel Parker and Dr. Marcus Whitman to the Ore-
gon country. Dr. Whitman returned to the East for his
bride. In 1836 he brought her to Oregon, accompanied by
* the Rev. and Mrs. H. H. Spalding, another recently mar-
ried couple. The party traveled in crude wagons, which
were the first wheeled vehicles to traverse the entire Ore-
gon Trail. After 1836 companies of settlers headed West
each year over the Oregon Trail, but none of the groups
were of any size until after 1841.

The faithful Oregon missionaries, Hall J. Kelley, a
Boston schoolmaster, and others were anxious that hun-
dreds of American home builders migrate to the Pacific
Coast region in order that the United States might lay
claim to that district through colonization. Since 1827 the
Oregon Territory (including Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
and British Columbia) had been owned jointly with Eng-
land. With voice and pen, Kelley poured forth arguments
to his countrymen to awake before the English had taken
Oregon from America forever. The efforts of these gal-
lant Americans resulted in thousands of homeseekers mi-
grating to the Far West.

In the fall of 1845, Dr. Whitman crossed the con-
tinent to make an appeal to the Federal Government for
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more colonists. The following June he left Independence,
Missouri, with the largest group of emigrants that had up
to date gone to Oregon. It was made up of the best type
of American families. They had 200 wagons and over
1,000 head of cattle.

It has been estimated that nearly 8,500 Americans
had passed over the Oregon Trail to settle the Oregon
Territory by the close of 1846, and the next year saw
5,000 more emigrants follow that same trail to the North-
west. Thus the adventurous American home builders
were moving the confines of a nation to the shores of the
Western Ocean. They called this western migration
“Manifest Destiny.”

While Oregon was being settled, immigrants began
to trickle into California. The first American colonists
to migrate there arrived in 1841. By 1846, out of a popu-
lation of 9,000 whites in that region, it is estimated that
400 were Americans.

The most noted in history of the early American
immigrants to California was the Donner Party. In 1846
its members passed Fort Bridger, traveling through
Echo and Emigration canyons into the Salt Lake Valley.
Directing their course south of the Great Salt Lake, they
crossed Nevada. Winter closed in upon them while they
were in the tops of the Sierra Nevada. Snow fell fifteen
to twenty feet deep. Food ran out. Only forty-five souls,
out of a total of eighty-two, reached Sacramento, Califor-
nia, alive. Their tragedy is a frontier epic.

THE OREGON TRAIL'

The route traveled by these westward-bound home-
seekers is known as the Oregon Trail. It began at Inde-
pendence, Missouri, and stretched to the northwest for
2,020 miles, with its terminus at the mouth of the Colum-
bia River at Astoria.

The trail led northwest from the bend in the Missouri
River to the North Platte, and then followed its south
bank to the Sweetwater, hence over South Pass, and on

1 See map on page 36.
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through Bear River Valley. Up near Soda Springs, Idaho,
immigrants bound for Oregon and California found the
parting of the ways. Those who chose to go to Oregon
traveled northwest to Fort Hall, and then along the Snake
and Columbia rivers to their destination. Those bound
for California headed southwest. Traversing Utah north
of the Great Salt Lake, they followed the course of the
Humboldt River through Nevada. They crossed the moun-
tains usually at Donner’s Pass, to come out into the rich
Sacramento Valley.

Nothing was more urgently needed on these trails
when the westward-bound covered wagons appeared than
supply stations. At these depots, Oregon-California-
bound homeseekers could repair their broken wagons,
replenish their food supplies, and trade their poor and
jaded draft animals for fresh horses or cattle.

Jim Bridger, the celebrated trapper, recognized this
need and the opportunity to make a fortune. In the sum-
mer of 1843, on Black’s Fork of the Green River, he
established a supply depot known as Fort Bridger. So
accurately did he time the founding of his fort that his-
torians consider this event to mark the limit of the two
great periods of western annals—the end of the trapping
era and the beginning of overland emigrant travel.

Bridger showed wisdoim in selecting the site ror ms
fort. He correctly surmised that the Pacific-bound horaes
of immigrants would soon be divided, taking two different
trails. Although Oregon was receiving most of the colo-
nists at that time, the pleasing valleys of sunny, balmy
California would, he believed, become stronger compe-
titors as time passed. In the neighborhood of his fort,
therefore, the westbound emigrants would divide. Those
going to Oregon would branch to the right and those going
to California, via Utah, to the left.

The other important stations along the Oregon Trail
were Fort Kearney (Nebraska), Fort Laramie (Wyo-
ming), Forts Hall and Boise (Idaho), and Forts Walla
Walla and Vancouver (Washington). In 1846 Congress
allowed the War Department to established military
posts at Forts Kearney and Laramie.
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MORMONS—THE PIONEER SETTLERS OF UTAH

Suddenly there appeared a new and unexpected
horde of home builders going westward past Fort
Bridger. Were they bound for California to build a com-
monwealth? No. They were destined to establish their
cities in the desert region of the Great Basin—in the re-
gion that other colonists had rejected as worthless! In the
words of Dr. Herbert E. Bolton:

“Between Bridger’s Fort and the Pacific slope lay
the Basin of Great Salt Lake, hard, dry, barren, for-
bidding. A settlement there was badly needed, but no-
body had the nerve to try it, save Miles Goodyear at
Ogden To cross the Basin was the Waterloo of many an
emigrant party. For lack of help in this endless waste,
the trails were strewn with the bones of cattle and help—
less emigrants bound for Oregon and California. What
was more, nobody thought the Basin was a home. As the
emigrants saw it, it was a country that God forgot.
Oregon and California were the only goals of the travel-
worn throng who braved the perils of the Basin. To
change this situation would require a miracle, and a
hardier, more determined, more desperate people than
any who had sofarappeared in the Far West.

“Suddenly a new actor stepped out upon the gigantic
stage and for a quarter of a century occupied its center.
It was Brigham Young, at the head of the Latter-day
Saints. ... For the main seat of the Saints, the forbidding
desert of the Basin best ﬁtted Young’s grim_ purpose.
There, Brigham wrote Polk, ‘a good living will require
hard labor and consequently [the land] will be coveted by
no other people, while it is surrounded by so unpopulous
but fertile country.” In the Basin, of all places, the Mor-
mons would be unmolested, and would have elbow room in
which to expand.”

Who were these strange people who would travel
more than a thousand miles to settle in the heart of a dry,
barren desert when hundreds of thousands of acres of
fertile land were yet unoccupied along the Pacific Coast?
What was there unusual and distinctive about these Utah
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pioneers which caused them to migrate in such vast
groups that cities were built in a seascn?

The answers to these questions is Religion. The
dynamic force which caused Mormon frontiersmen to
follow this unique course in American history was the
acceptance by them of the teachings of an American
prophet named Joseph Smith. They believed that through
this prophet they had received the true Gospel of Jesus
Christ which had been restored to the earth again. They
also had held a positive conviction that they had been
called by the Lord to build “Zion” and prepare the world
for the millennial reign of Jesus the Christ. These were
the underlying factors which determined the course of
Mormon history. Thus the State of Utah is our best
example where the founding of a state grew out of the
founding of a new religion.

If we are to understand the thoughts, the feelings,
the ideals, and the motives of these sturdy pioneers of
Utah—in fact, if we are to understand and appreciate the
history of our State, it becomes necessary to present a
brief history of the Mormons before they selected the
Great Basin for their home.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 7

1. Young, Founding of Utah, pages 66-73, “On the Oregon Trail in the
Thirties.”
Ibid., pages 83-94, “Interest in the Far Wesgt.”
2. Bancroft, History of Utah, pages 27-35, “Advent of Travelers.”

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

What is meant by the American frontier?

What portion of the United States did the government give to the In-
dians in 18257

In which territory did settlers first arrive, Utah, Oregon, or California?

Make a list of the main characters who were the leaders in colonizing
Oregon.

What tragedy happened to the Donner Party?

What was the principal reason for the Mormon pioneers’ settling in
Utah?

Draw a map and place on it the Oregon Trail, Mormon Trail, Fort Kear-
ney, Fort Laramie, Fort Bridger, Fort Hall, Fort Boise, Fort Walla
Walla, Fort Vancouver, and Donner Pass.

Of what special importance to the emigrants was Fort Bridger and its
location?

9. Give a statement identifying: James Lee, Daniel Lee, Rev. Samuel

Parker, Dr. Whitman, H. H. Spalding, Hall J. Kelley, Miles Goodyear,

Brigham Young, and James K. Polk.
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Chapter 8

A NEW RELIGION ON THE AMERICAN
FRONTIER

THE RISE OF MORMONISM

The early explorers of any region are important to
the history of that region, but they are not so important
as the colonizers. These are the people who build the
homes and develop the resources of the country. There-
fore, we now turn our attention to the founders of Utah—
the Mormons, the home builders.

Joseph Smith, the founder of Mormonism, was born
in a sparsely settled district of Vermont on December 23,
1805. During his boyhood he partook of the spirit of the
frontier. The very air he breathed was charged with it.
“It was a mighty force which was to transform the boy
into a man and sweep him with it to the West a thousand
miles, to immortal fame as a great American.”” Through-
out all of Joseph’s life, he lived on one frontier or another
and played an important role in its history.

When he was but a boy, Joseph’s parents moved from
place to place in search of a better home and an increase
in opportunities. After having had three successive crop
failures in Vermont, they decided to move to western New
York where wheat was raised in abundance. That
district was filled with rich possibilities. Tales of the
wonders of this western land had been coming into the
eastern colonies since 1779 when General Sullivan and his
soldiers crushed the Indian power and brought out stories
of the great fertility and scenic beauty of the country.

When the Smiths arrived at Palmyra in 1815, west-
ern New York was still a frontier. Five years later they
moved to a farm, located in the township of Manchester
only five miles south of Palmyra.

At this time there was a general marked revival of
religious interest in America. Zealous men took advan-
tage of the opportunities offered by this increased interest

"1 Willlam E. Berrett, The Restored Church, 19.
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and devoted their efforts to win souls for God. Many
strong preachers arose and founded new churches. Thirty
new ones were established during the first half of the
nineteenth century. It so happened, however, that when
the leader died, often the new church died too, and its
members scattered.

In the midst of the religious excitement of 1820,
Joseph Smith reported that he had seen a vision. He
claimed that two heavenly beings—the Eternal Father
and his Only Begotten Son—had appeared to him and had
informed him that the true church was not upon the earth.
If he lived a righteous life, he would be permitted to
establish that true church. Joseph was less than fifteen
years of age when he made the foregoing announcement.

Three and one-half years later, in September, 1823,
the boy-Prophet claimed that the Angel Moroni appeared
to him and instructed him relative to a sacred record writ-
ten on metal plates which was hidden in a hill near the
Smith farm. Moroni announced himself to be the last
record keeper of a great race of people called Nephites who
had once inhabited the American continent. He informed
Joseph that the Nephite record contained the history of
an ancient American civilization, and also the Gospel of
Christ as taught by and to them.

When Joseph grew to manhood, he published the
Book of Mormon which he claimed to have translated from
the plates given him by Moroni. And on April 6, 1830,
he organized a church named the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.

The Mormon Prophet soon collected around himself
a group of strong men. With high enthusiasm they
preached the message of this new gospel. The Church
began with only six members, but two months later it
boasted of thirty. A year from that date its membership
had reached the mark of 2,000. From then on the growth
was even more rapid. In fact, before Joseph’s death,
thousands were included in its ranks.

THE CHURCH MOVES WEST

Joseph and his associates remained in New York less
than a year after the founding of the Church. Then, as
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part of the great westward migration, they moved to Ohio,
where they established a temporary residence.

But while the smaller portion of the Saints stopped
off in Ohio, the major portion were caught by the mighty
force of the American frontier and pulled westward a
thousand miles to Missouri. There on the extreme out-
skirts of civilization and bordering the land of the Indians,
they endeavored to build ‘“Zion,” the new Jerusalem. It
was in August of 1831 that Joseph Smith selected the
town of Independence, Missouri, as the place to build a
Holy City of Zion.

His people purchased much land for themselves and
the Church. But the Missourians did not want the
Mormons to settle there. They accused the Saints of
blasphemy and of stirring up the slaves and Indians. They
demanded that the Mormons move from the State. Fron-
tier ruffians decided to drive them out. Fighting resulted,
and men were killed on both sides. Mobs collected rapidly.
Mormons were tarred and feathered, their homes de-
stroyed and old men and children were murdered. The
Saints did not yield easily but defended themselves as
best they could. '

On October 27, 1838, Governor Boggs of Missouri
issued an ultimatum which stated that ‘“‘the Mormons
must be treated as enemies and must be exterminated or
driven from the State if necessary for the public good.”
This gave license to deeds of terrorism.

Three days later at Haun’s Mill, a little town about
twenty miles below Far West, when the men were at work
in their fields and shops, the women in their houses, and
the children at play, suddenly 240 ruffians rode into town
at full speed. Hundreds of rifle shots broke the stillness.
After the massacre was completed, seventeen Mormons,
some of them children, lay dead, and many others were
severely wounded.

Shortly thereafter Joseph Smith and several other
leaders were lodged in jail and confined for six months.
There was nothing left for the Saints to do but to move
out of Missouri. Brigham Young, who was president of
the Twelve Apostles, led the destitute refugees to Quiney,
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Illinois, where they were received with considerable
sympathy and pity.

NAUvOoO—THE CITY BEAUTIFUL

Joseph Smith joined his people at Quincy following
his release from the Missouri jail in the latter part of
April, 1839. That was the signal for immediate action
and a decision on what steps to take for their future
security. After some exploration and careful considera-
tion, he decided on a spot for the Mormon’s new Zion.

About fifty miles up the Mississippi River from
Quincy was located a small town called Commerce. This
was to be the new home of the Saints. Joseph optimisti-
cally named it Nauvoo, which means “The Beautiful.”
The site was located in a half circle of a gigantic horse-
shoe-shaped curve of the Mississippi.

Taking up residence there on May 1U, 1839, the
Prophet and his devoted followers busied themselves in
draining the swamps and building a city. Through
cooperative effort, wise planning, thrift, and hard work,
and under the leadership of Joseph, the Mormons trans-
formed the little town of Commerce into not only the most
pretentious city of the State, but one of the best of the
entire West. Within five years after its establishment,
it had a population numbering over 15,000—the largest
city at that time in Illinois—a city thrice the size of
Chicago.

At Nauvoo Joseph Smith put into effect many ideas
which he had long before conceived. He built the city
with the streets broad and straight and running at right
angles to each other.

On the top of a small hill, overlooking the waters of
the Mississippi River and about a mile from its east bank,
he directed the building of a million-dollar temple unon
whose massive doors was written “Holiness to the Lord.”
No better building could be found at that date in any of
the frontier districts west of the Allegheny Mountains.

Joseph obtained a charter for the City of Nauvoo
which is said to have been the most liberal ever granted to
any American city. This charter provided complete inde-
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pendence educationally, judicially, and militarily. Work-
ing under the charter and the Prophet, the people estab-
lished the University of Nauvoo and the Nauvoo Legion.
The soldiers were well equipped and thoroughly trained,
and Joseph was their commanding general.

All of these unusual accomplishments were achieved
within five years after Nauvoo was no more than an
uninhabited swamp and, furthermore, they came into
existence in a frontier district on the very edge of the
wilderness.

For some time at Nauvoo, life at last seemed to be
smiling with favor upon the Mormons. Missionaries in
foreign lands told of the city of brotherly love established
by the Saints in America. Thousands of converts hurried
westward by boat, train, and wagon to partake of that
society. It seemed that at last an ideal place to live had
been established by man.

But suddenly another storm burst upon the Saints.
Their beloved Prophet and his brother lay dead—
murdered in cold blood. And shortly thereafter Nauvoo
was deserted, the citizenry having fled into the wilder-
ness far beyond the frozen Mississippi. How did this all
come about?

THE MARTYRDOM OF JOSEPH AND HYRUM

In the spring of 1844, William Law and some other
Mormon apostates became embittered against Joseph and
determined to bring about his destruction. Secret meet-
ings were held by the conspirators at which they formu-
lated their villainous plans.

Law and his associates established a weekly news-
paper in Nauvoo with the avowed purpose of discrediting
the Mormon Prophet and eventually bringing about his
death. The paper was called the “Nauvoo Expositor.”
Itsfirst and only edition, published on June 7, was devoted
entirely to a scurrilous attack on Joseph Smith. It so
aroused the indignation of Mayor Smith and other leading
citizens of Nauvoo that the City Council ordered the
newspaper, office, and printing presses destroyed as a
public nuisance.
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William Law and his associates withdrew to a
neighboring city, Carthage, where they gathered around
them a group of apostates and Gentile enemies of the
Mormons. The destruction of the Nauvoo Expositor
supplied them with the opportunity they had been waiting
for, a legal excuse to get Joseph Smith into their hands.

Throughout Hancock and other counties, newspapers
took up the cry that the Mormon Prophet must be punished
for violating the freedom of the press. Therefore, Gover-
nor Ford demanded that Joseph and his brother Hyrum
appear at Carthage for trial, promising them protection.

At five o’clock in the afternoon on June 27, 1844,
Joseph, Hyrum, John Taylor and Willard Richards saw
from their window in Carthage jail a band of more than
one hundred men with painted faces surround their
prison. The mobocrats climbed the stairway leading to
the upper story where the prisoners were confined, firing
as they came. And after the mob had fired its last shot,
the two brothers lay murdered.

This was, of course, a crushing blow to the Saints.
How were they to carry on without their leaders? How-
ever, the manner of their death entrenched the religion
deeper than ever in the hearts of the citizens of Nauvoo.
In the words of Bancroft: ‘“Joseph Smith, the martyr, was
to become a greater power in the land than Joseph Smith,
the prophet, had ever been.””

2 Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Utah, XXVI, 192,
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Chapter 9
NAUVOO ABANDONED
A NEwW LEADER

Brigham Young, the President of the Twelve Apos-
tles, became the leader of the Saints following Joseph
Smith’s death. The story of the movement of the Mor-
mons from Nauvoo to Utah and the building of a great
commonwealth in the West is inseparably connected with
the life and activities of this man. From the time of the
death of Joseph in 1844 until Brigham’s death in 1877,
President Young stood head and shoulders above his
people as their greatest character. So completely and so
thoroughly did he dominate the economie, social, political
and religious life of his Mormon followers that even today
the institutions in the towns he established bear the stamp
of their founder.

Many people feel that the Utah pioneer-leader was
one of the greatest men that America has produced. He
is best known for his work as a colonizer." His activities
during his thirty years’ residence in Utah have convinced
historians that Brigham Young as a colonizer has no peer
in American history. Herbert E. Bolton states:

“Brigham Young was a devout believer, but more
especially he was a lion-hearted man of iron will, an
organizer, and the founder of a commonwealth. Few if
any other examples in Anglo-American history can be
found of a man who so thoroughly dominated a great
‘colonization movement as Brigham Young dominated the
founding of Utah.”

An intimate view of this Utahn was given by Rich-
ard F. Burton, a non-Mormon from England who spent
a few weeks visiting in Salt Lake in 1860. The words of
Burton picture the Utah pioneer-leader thus:

“I had expected to see a venerable-looking old man.

1 Milton R. Hunter, Brigham Young, the Colonizer.

3 Herbert E. Bolton, The Mormons in the Opening of the Great West, The Genealogical
and Historical Magazine XLIV (Salt Lake City, 1926), 64.
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Scarcely a grey thread appears in his hair. ... His man-
nev is at once affable and impressive, simple and courte-
ous .. .. He shows no signs of dogmatism, bigotry, or
fanaticism . . . . He impresses a stranger with a certain
sense of power; his followers are, of course, wholly
fascinated by his superior strength of brain. It is com-
monly said that there is one chief in Great Salt Lake City,
and that is ‘Brigham.’

“His temper is even and placid . . and when oc-
casion requires he can use the weapon of ridicule to direful
effect, and ‘speak a bit of his mind’ in a style which no one
forgets. He often reproves his erring followers in
purposely violent language, making the terrors of a
scolding the punishment in lieu of hanging for a stolen
horse or cow.

‘“His powers of observation are intuitively strong,
and his friends declare him to be gifted with an excellent
memory and a perfect judgment of character. If he
dislikes a stranger at the first interview, he never sees
him again .. .. He assumes no airs of sanctimoniousness,
and had the plain, simple manner of honesty. His followers
deem him an angel of light, his foes, a goblin damned; he
is, I presume, neither one nor the other . ... He has been
calleg hypocrite, swindler, forger, murderer—no one looks
itless....

“Finally, there is a total absence of pretension in his
manner, and he has been so long used to power that he
cares nothing for its display. The arts by which he rules
the heterogeneous mass of conflicting elements are in-
domitable will, profound secrecy, and uncommon
astuteness.

“Such is His Excellency President Brigham Young,
‘painter and glazier’'—his earliest craft—prophet, rev-
elator, translator, and seer; the man who is revered as
king or kaiser, pope or pontiff never was; who, like the
old man of the Mountain, by holding up his hand could
cause the death of anyone within his reach ; who, govern-
ing as well as reigning, long stood up to fight with the
sword of the Lord, and with his few hundred guerillas,
against the then mighty power of the United States; who
has outwitted all diplomacy opvosed to him; and, finally,
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whomade a treaty of peace with the President of the Great
Republic as though he had wielded the combined power of
France, Russia, and England.””

MoRMONS AND THEIR ENEMIES CONFLICT

The tragic death of Joseph and Hyrum did not erd
the bitter strife between the Saints and their enemies.
Those who hated Mormonism had believed that if the
Prophet were killed the Church would fall to pieces. But
they soon learned that Brigham Young was just as for-
midable an opponent to them and their designs to destroy
Mormonism as Joseph Smith had been.

Therefore, they succeeded in securing the repeal of
the Nauvoo Charter in January, 1845. And later during
the summer and autumn, hostile feelings ran to such
heights that Mormons feared to travel in sections settled
by Gentiles, and Gentiles feared to travel in sections
settled by Mormons. Toward fall, anti-Mormons of
Illinois mobbed the Saints in the outlying settlements,
l&urned their homes, and threatened those living at

auvoo.

Meanwhile mass meetings were held at Carthage
and other towns, and resolutions were passed which
demanded that the Mormons leave the State of Illinois
and move West. It was generally known that before the
Prophet’s death he had contemplated such a move.

DECISION TO MOVE THE SAINTS TO THE FAR WEST

The Twelve Apostles and other Church leaders con-
sidered the matter and decided to seek freedom from all
oppression in the Far West. On September 24, 1845, they
informed the people of Illinois that they would leave the
State the following spring as soon as grass grew in
sufficient abundance to nurture their livestock. This
decision was reached in order to avoid a repetition of the
Missourian scenes.

All the Saints desired was safety, security, and
protection from their enemies, and the right to worship

3 Richard Francis Burton, The City of the Saints, and dAcross the Rocky Mauntains to
California, (Liverpool, 1860).
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God according to the beliefs of their own Church. They
now knew that it would be useless to try to establish them-
selves in any of the then populated districts of the United
States, as the Mormons had already had trouble with
their neighbors in four different states.

Expressive of the feelings of his people, Brigham
Young wrote to the Church members throughout the
world as follows: “The Saints in this vicinity are bearing
their privations in meekness and patience, and making all
their exertions tend to their removal westward. Their
hearts and all their labors are toward the setting sun, for
they desire to be so far removed from those who have been
their oppressors, that there shall be an everlasting barrier
between them and future persecutions.”

The Mormon leaders realized that if they provided
their people with safety and security they would have to
build a complete new commonwealth hundreds of miles
beyond the last American frontier with such tools, farm-
ing implements, seeds, clothing, and food as they could
carry with them. Knowing that they were departing
from civilization to establish themselves in an unknown
frontier country, Brigham Young was determined to
make the Saints self-supporting in all respects. Thereupon
he gave them instructions to gather all kinds of choice
seeds, shrubbery, and vines, as well as the best in tools and
machinery to take with them to their new home.

The task of supervising the preparations of a whole
people for their exodus into a distant desert frontier was
a gigantic undertaking which required foresight, inge-
nuity and inspiration. But Brigham Young, with his
exceptional administrative faculties, proved to be equal
to the job.

During the winter of 1845-1846, Nauvoo presented
an exciting scene. Every available building was con-
verted into a workshop where the sound of anvil and
hammer could be heard at almost any hour of the day or
night. Wagons were constructed, harnesses made, horses
and oxen purchased, clothing prepared, and food supplies
packed in preparation for the great westward trek. With

+ Brigham Young, General Epistle . . . to the Saints, Latter-day Saints Journal History,
December 23, 1847, Ms.
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frozen in ruts, requiring much effort in the morning to
loosen them.

Fodder was almost impossible to obtain for the horses
and oxen; therefore, the animals were forced tc browse
among bushes and trees, eating the bark and limbs. The
refugees spent days in rain-soaked camps without even a
fire to warm them and dry their clothing.

In June the heavy rains ceased. But in their wake
came swarms of mosquitoes and other insects, bringing
plagues and fever to the harrassed pioneers, for they were
passing through the low, marshy bottom-lands along the
east bank of the Missouri River. Many of the Saints died
and were buried by the wayside.

But in spite of all of these troubles, the Mormon
exiles were happy. Each day took them farther and farther
from their enemies. And they had as their leader a great
man whom they regarded as a prophet of God. Had he
not left Nauvoo with a year’s supply of food, and when
he saw others in need, had he not given most of it away in
a short time? Day after day Brigham Young blessed and
comforted his people.

This master friend even cared for the animals which
were in distress. “No poor horse or ox ever had a tight
collar or a bow too small but his eye would see it.”” And
when he did see it he would do something to relieve the
suffering animal.

To the surprise of the people of Iowa, these exiled
Mormon refugees, ofttimes in the evening after camp was
made, cleared away the snow in a sheltered place and held
a dance. Perhaps it was to the tune of Captain Pitt’s
brass band, or perhaps one of the group played a fiddle;
whatever the musie was, both the old and the young
cheered themselves by dancing on a spot lighted by the
blazing logs of the camp fires.

MIDWAY STATIONS

Upon arriving at Council Bluffs on the Missouri
River in the late summer, Brigham Young and his people
decided to build midway stations and remain there until
the next spring. The calling of 500 men to participate in
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the war with Mexico, and other hampering events, had
brought about this decision. Thousands of Mormons either
built themselves shelters or pitched their tents and waited
until the leaders told them to continue their westward
journey.

Some of their exiles settled east of the river at Council
Bluffs (Iowa). But the major portion of them estab-
lished shelters west of the river, naming their camp
Winter Quarters or Florence (Omaha, Nebraska). This
was Indian territory. How would the Mormons be re-
ceived by the natives?

In the typical mysterioys way of native communica-
tion, news of the Mormons having been persecuted and
driven from their homes by other white men spread from
Indian tribe to tribe. Therefore, when the exiles arrived
in the Indian country, they were welcomed by the Omaha
and Potawatomie chiefs and their braves.

One old chief in eloquent language told the Saints
how his people had been driven from the beautiful country
east of the Mississippi River, which country, he said ‘“had
abundant game and timber and clear water everywhere.
Now you are driven away in the same manner from your
lodges and lands and the graves of your people. So we
have both suffered. We must help one another and the
Great Spirit will help us both.”

Farther east in Towa at Mount Pisgah and Garden
Grove, other Mormon supply stations were established.
All four of these depots were maintained for several years
during the most active period of immigration to Utah.
Winter Quarters was the main outfitting post for the
thousand mile journey to the Mormon haven in the West.

Each year in the springtime groups of emigrants
paused for a few days and assisted the ones in charge at
the stations in planting grain. In the fall, other Mormon
emigrants helped harvest the crops. Thus through coop-
erative effort, the Mormons made of the midway stations
the supply depots for many westward-bound emigrant
parties.

Brigham Young and his people during the first fall
and winter (1846-1847). at the midway stations again

8 Cited in Bancroft, History of Utah, 286.
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made extensive preparations for their journey westward.
Many of the able-bodied men sought work in the various
frontier settlements of Iowa and Illinois. Their earnings
were sent to the ‘“Camps of Israel” on the Missouri in the
form of food and other necessary articles which would be
of use on their westward trek and in their new homes.
Grain, Dbacon, livestock, and other supplies were
purchased.

The people at the midway stations were also very
busy. A grist-mill was built at Winter Quarters and a
supply of flour was ground. Early each morning everyone
was up and at work. Among the activities engaged in
were knitting, spinning, and making clothing prepara-
tory to their continued journey.

But there were some experiences at the midway
stations which were lamentable. Weakened by the hard
trip from Nauvoo and the lack of sufficient vegetables in
their diet, the people became easy victims of scurvy,
malaria, and other diseases. Over 600 deaths occurred
in the camps on the Missouri during the winter of 1846-
1847. But in spite of all that had happened, the exiled
Saints retained an optimistic and hopeful attitude.

Today, with pride, the citizens of Omaha show tour-
ists the beautiful monument at Winter Quarter’s ceme-
tery, placed there by the Church in 1936 to commemorate
the sacrifice made by the founders of Utah while crossing
the plains.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 9
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Chapter 10
THE MORMON BATTALION
ENLISTING THE BATTALION

“The United States soldiers are coming!”

The cry traveled from camp to camp during the
summer of 1846 while the Mormons were crossing lowa.
Alarm and consternation spread among the exiled people,
because they feared that the soldiers meant some evil
against them.

But when Captain Allen, overtaking them, explained
to the Church leaders his mission, they learned that the
soldiers were to be friendly. Allen had been sent by
James K. Polk, President of the United States, to ask the
Mormons to furnish 500 men to assist in the war with
Mexico. Brigham Young assured the Captain that the
Saints would be happy to comply with the government’s
request.

The call made by the Federal Government for Mor-
mon volunteers came in response to a solicitation on the
part of the Church leaders for government aid in their
exodus to the West. However, it did not come in exactly
the way that they had expected it.

Two national problems of great importance were
vexing the American leaders at the time Polk became
President of the United States in 1845. One was the
Oregon problem, and the other was whether or not Texas
should be permitted to join the Union.

The campaign slogan was “Fifty-four forty or fight.”
That meant that the United States wanted the Oregon
country as far north as the 54° 40” north latitude. The
whole section along the Pacific Coast north of California
was owned jointly at that time by the United States and
Great Britain. As was pointed out before, enthusiastic
Americans hoped to gain complete ownership of that dis-
trict through rapid colonization.

It was generally understood that the emigrants were
in urgent need of a line of forts along the Oregon Trail.
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These could be used as supply stations, and also for mili-
tary posts for protecting travelers against the hostile
bands of natives who inhabited all of western America at
that time.

Therefore, in January, 1846, when the Mormons
were preparing to leave Nauvoo and migrate to the West,
Brigham Young instructed Jesse C. Little, “Go immedi-
ately to Washington, D. C., visit President Polk, and offer
the services of the Mormons in building forts along the
Oregon Trail, in transporting military supplies, or in
rendering any other service which the government might
require.”

The Saints planned that they could build the forts as
they migrated through that country, and that the pay
they received from the government would be of great
assistance in transporting them to the Rocky Mountains.

Shortly-after Little’s arrival in Washington, Eng-
land and the United States settled the Oregon problem
by dividing the territory. The United States received all
the land which lay south of the forty-ninth degree parallel,
the present states of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.

But the problem of Texas joining the Union was not
settled so agreeably. That large region at one time had
belonged to Mexico, who objected to her former child
becoming a part of the United States. When she became a
state in the Union, a war broke out between Mexico and
our nation.

The attention of President Polk was now directed
toward this war and diverted from the problem of build-
ing forts along the Oregon Trail. At any rate, forts were
not needed now as a special inducement to encourage
rapid emigration to the Northwest, since the Oregon
problem had been amicably settled.

As the Mormons had offered their assistance to the
Federal Government, and as the nation was in need of
soldiers, President Polk proposed to Jesse C. Little that
the army could use some of the Mormons. In this way the
government would help defray the expenses of the soldiers
and their families to the Far West. Thus it came about
that the Mormons were asked to furnish men for the
army.
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Almost immediately 500 volunteers, the number
asked for, was recruited. On July 19, the afternoon before
their departure, a “ball” was given in honor of the soldiers.
Colonel Thomas L. Kane wrote:

“A more merry dancing rout I have never seen,
though the company went without refreshments and their
ball room was of the most primitive kind. [Under a
bowery where the ground had been trodden firm and hard
by frequent use], to the canto of debonair violins, the
cheer of horns, the jingle of sleigh bells, and the jovial
snoring of the tambourine, they did dance! ... French
fours, Copenhagen jigs, Virginia reels, and the like for-
gotten figures [were] executed with the spirit of people
too happy to be slow, or bashful, or constrained. Light
hearted, lithe figures, and light feet, had it their own way
from an early hour till after the sun had dipped behind the
sharp sky line of the Omaha hills.

“Silence was then called and a well-cultivated mezzo-
soprano voice sang—

By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept

We wept when we remembered Zion.

“There was danger of some expression of feeling
when the song was over but an elder with his hard voice
asked the blessing of heaven on all who with purity of
heart and brotherhood of spirit had mingled in that so-
ciety and then all dispersed.””

ROUTE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE BATTALION

The following day the Mormon volunteers left
Winter Quarters for Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where,
in company with soldiers from other sections of the
Country, they were to begin their westward march.

They left Leavenworth on August 12, 1846, and
traveled over the Santa Fé Trail to Santa Fé, New Mexico.
From that Mexican city, 143 sick battalion members and
80 Mormon women and children, who had been traveling
with the soldiers, were sent northward to Pueblo, Colo-
rado. There they wintered. The following spring they
came on to Utah, entering the Salt Lake Valley only five
days after Brigham Young’s arrival.

1 Cited in Brigham H. Roberts, The Mormon Battalion, 19-20.
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The remaining members of the Mormon Battalion
continued their journey toward the Pacific Coast. After
leaving Santa Fé, they traveled southwestward to Tuc-
son, and later along the Gila River to the Rio Colorado.
Crossing the Colorado Desert, they reached the mountains
east of San Diego. The last big obstacle was at last sur-
mounted. After untold hardships, they arrived at the
San Diego Mission on January 29, 1847, where they found
the Stars and Stripes already floating above the city. The
following day, St. George Cooke, in an order to the bat-
talion, wrote:

“The Lieutenant-Colonel commanding, congratu-
lates the battalion on their safe arrival on the shores of
the Pacific Ocean, and the conclusion of their march of
over two thousand miles.

“History may be searched in vain for an equal march
of infantry. Half of it has been through a wilderness
where nothing but savages and wild beasts are found, or
deserts where, for want of water, there is no living crea-
ture. There, with almost hopeless labor, we have dug deep
wells, which the future traveler will enjoy.

“With crowbar and pick and ax in hand, we have
worked our way over mountains, which seemed to defy
aught save the wild goat, and hewed a passage through a
chasm of living rock more narrow than our wagons to
bring these first wagons to the Pacific. We have preserved
the strength of our mules by herding them over large
tracts, which you have laboriously guarded without loss.

“The garrisons of four presidios of Sonora concen-
trated within the walls of Tucson gave us no pause. We
drove them out, with their artillery, but our intercourse
with the citizens was unmarked by a single act of injus-
tice. Thus, marching half naked and half fed, and livin
upon wild animals, we have discovered and made a roag
of great value to our country.”

BATTALION HOMEWARD BOUND AND DISCOVERY OF GOLD

The majority of the Battalion members began their
march for Utah to join their own people in July, 1847,
after they had completed a year in the services of their
country. However, eighty-one officers and men re-enlisted
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g)}' six months, and performed garrison service at San
iego.

When 240 of the returning volunteers arrived at
Captain Sutter’s Fort on the junction of the American
and Sacramento rivers at the present site of Sacramento,
California, about half of them found employment at a
good wage. The others continued their journey to Salt
Lake City, arriving in October. They brought to Utah
various kinds of garden and fruit seeds, as well as grain
from California.

As already stated, a number of the Mormon Bat-
talion members found employment at Sutter’s Fort. In
August Captain Sutter sent Mr. Marshall with a party
of about a dozen white men, nine of whom were discharged
members of the Mormon Battalion, and about as many
Indians, up the American Fork River to construct a saw-
mill. On Januvary 24, 1848, Mr. Marshall, while walking
along the creek bed near the mill, noticed some yellow
particles mingled with the excavated earth. Sending an
Indian to his cabin for a tin plate, Marshall washed out
some of the soil and obtained a small quantity of yellow
metal. That evening he told his companions that he had
discovered gold.

Henry W. Bigler, one of the Battalion members
wrote in his journal that day:

“Monday 24 [January 1848]: This day some kind
of lanetal has been found in the tail race that looks like
go RY

Thus it is from the journal of a member of the Mor-
mon Battalion that the exact date of the event which
startled the world was determined.

The discovery of gold is the historical event that
turned the eyes of the civilized world to California. The
next year after its discovery, a great wave of westward
emigration passed through Utah toward the gold fields.
Nearly 100,000 people settled in California during 1849.
In seven years they added nearly $500,000,000 to the
world’s store of gold.

Between the time of the discovery of gold in Jan-
uary and the first of June, 1848, the Battalion members
at Sutter’s Fort did much successful mining of the
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precious metal. But when June arrived they heeded the
instructions of the Mormon leaders, which were to come
to Utah. Therefore, “they unhesitatingly laid down their
wealth-winning implements, turned their backs on what
all the world was just then making ready with hot haste
and mustered strength to grab at and struggle for, and
marched through new toils and dangers to meet their
exiled friends in the desert.”

The Battalion members who had re-enlisted for six
months also arrived in Utah in the summer of 1848. How-
ever, they traveled over the southern route from Los
Angeles to Salt Lake City. Each of these groups brought
seeds and plants to Utah.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 10
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PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

1. The df(il(l)owing names of places and people are found in chapters 8, 9,
an :

a. Give a statement identifying: Joseph Smith, General Sullivan,
Angel Moroni, William Law, Governor Ford, Hyrum Smith, John
Taylor, Willard Richards, Richard F. Burton, Captain Pitt, Captain
Allen, Jesse C. Little, Colonel Thomas L. Kane, St. George Cooke,
Henry W. Bigler.

b. ?ei}?ne: Book of Mormon, Nauvoo Legion, “Fifty-four forty or -

ight.”

c¢. Locate on a map the following places and tell something of im-
portance that happened at each place: Palmyra, Haun’s Mill, Quin-
cy, Nauvoo, Carthage Jail, Sugar Creek, Mt. Pisgah, Garden Grove,
Winter Quarters (Florence), Council Bluffs, Omaha, Gila River,
Pueblo.

. Tell the story of the “Rise of Mormonism.”

. Give an account of the Mormons in Missouri.

. Describe Nauvoo and the activities there.

What brought about the death of Joseph Smith?

. Discuss: “Brigham Young, a New Leader.”

. Why did the Mormons leave Nauvoo?

. Discuss the problem of the Mormon trek from Illinois to Winter Quar-
ters.

List the principal causes for the Federal Government’s calling 500 Mor-
mon Battalion men to fight Mexico.

. Make a list of the advantages and disadvantages that such a call had

for the Utah pioneers at that time.

. Tell the story of the march of the Mormon Battalion.

. Trace on a map the route the soldiers followed.

. Make a list of the accomplishments of the Mormon Battalion.
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Chapter 11
SEEKING A NEW ZION

FATHER DE SMET AND THE EXILED SAINTS

Let us now go back to the Mormon exiles who were
camped on the banks of the Missouri River and scattered
across the plains of Iowa. The time is the fall of 1846.
While they built temporary homes, they gleaned all the
information they could about the Great West. The leaders
must select a new Zion to which they could take their
15,000 refugees. :

Oregon, California, Sonora, Texas, Vancouver Is-
land, and the Great Basin were all open for consideration
as possible locations for the Mormons’ new homes. After
careful consideration, the last was finally chosen. It
offered the Saints the most seclusion and protection from
Gentiles. What they really wanted was a haven of rest
in a country too uninviting to be coveted by other peoples.
Utah proved to be the place.

It seems that Joseph Smith’s influence had helped
to determine the selection of this location. He had proph-
esied that the Mormons would continue to suffer persecu-
tions and that they would migrate to the Rocky Moun-
tains. There they would become a great and mighty
people.

The Church periodicals were filled with information
and comments upon the trans-Mississippi West. Fre-
mont’s reports and maps were carefully studied and parts
of them read outloud to the “Camps of Israel.”

In the fall of 1846, a man of great prophetic vision,
Father Pierre Jean De Smet, a Jesuit Priest, visited the
exiled people. They listened with attentive eagerness to
the Catholic Father’s account of his explorations of the
Great West and to his impressions of that country. Con-
cerning the incident, Father De Smet wrote to his nephew
in March, 1851, as follows:

“In the fall of 1846, as I drew near to the frontier of
the State of Missouri, I found the advance guard of the
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Mormons, numbering about ten thousand, camped upon
the territory of the Omahas not far from old Council
Bluffs. They had just been driven out for a second time
from a State of the Union. . . . They asked me a thou-
sand questions about the regions I had explored, and the
valley which I have just described to you pleased them
greatly from the account I gave them of it.””

Father De Smet and Brigham Young entertained,
without doubt, the same dreams about the western wilder-
ness of Utah. Brigham, through his wise leadership and
position as head of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, made these dreams come true. Father De
Smet wrote prophetically of the Great Basin as follows:

“In my visits to the Indian tribes I have several times
traversed the immense plains of the West. Every time
I have found myself amid a painful void. Europe’s thou-
sands of poor, who cry for bread and water without
shelter or hope, often occur to my thoughts.

“ ‘Unhappy poor!’ I often cry, ‘why are ye not here?
Your industry and toil would end your sorrows. Here
you might rear a smiling home and reap in plenty the
fruit of your toil.’

“The sound of the axe and hammer will echo in this
wilderness; broad farms with orchards and vineyards,
alive with domestic animals and poultry, will cover these
desert plains to provide for thick-coming cities, which will
rise as if by enchantment with dome and tower, church
and college, school and house, hospitals and asylums.””

The story will be told in later chapters how the Mor-
mon missionaries, under the direction of President Brig-
ham Young, gathered thousands of the poor from Europe
as well as from other parts of the earth and established
them in the midst of the Rocky Mountains. These emi-
grants from many lands did cover the desert valleys of
Utah with cities, churches, colleges, hospitals and
asylums.

THE PIONEER COMPANY
Throughout the winter of 1846-1847 the exiled

1 Cited in Levi Edgar Young, Founding of Utah, 86.
3 Ibid., 85.
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Saints exerted their efforts in making preparations for
the westward migration to take place when spring
arrived. Days grew warmer and gentle rains replaced
the cold winter blizzards. Grass appeared on the open
plains which had for months been blanketed with snow.
Spring was here; the Mormon exiles must again be on
the move in search of their new Zion.

On April 16, 1847, Brigham Young selected a party
of 148, including three women, two children, and the
hardiest men he could muster, and set out westward from
Winter Quarters. Seventy-two prairie schooners, drawn
by mules, horses, and oxen, stretched out far over hill
and valley toward the land of promise. This was the
vanguard company going into the Far West to find the
place where the entire people could secure peace in a haven
of rest. At last the day of their deliverance had come.

The emigrants consisted of well-tempered frontiers-
men who had received their training by previously estab-
lishing colonies on several American frontiers.

Brigham divided the pioneer band into groups
patterned after the organization used by Moses in ancient
Israel. He himself was the Lieutenant General; Stephen
Markham, Colonel; and John Pack, Major. There were
also fourteen captains. This method of dividing com-
panies into hundreds, fifties and tens, with captains over
each, was followed by all the caravans of modern Israel-
ites as they traveled toward their new Zion.

This pioneer company had hardly reached the open
prairies when rumors spread that traders and Missou-
rians were stirring up the Indians to plunder the emi-
grants. Night guards were instituted, and during the
daytime all extra men were ordered to travel beside the
teams with their guns in readiness for quick action.

When camp was made at night, the wagons were
drawn in a circle with the livestock in the center. Every-
one was in bed at nine o’clock, and the fires were extin-
guished. At seven o’clock they were again headed west-
ward. Six days they traveled—but on Sundays they rested
~and worshipped the Lord.

As they moved forward they traveled for days over
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country where the grass had been burned. This made it
difficult to find fodder for their horses and cattle.

BUFFALO HUNT

On May 1 they came into the buffalo country. Orson
Pratt wrote: ‘“These were the first buffaloes seen on the
journey ; and as most of the pioneers had never seen these
animals before, they excited considerable interest and
pleasure.”” Throughout the next few weeks, vast herds
were frequently encountered. Quoting Pratt again:

“Tuesday, May 6.—I think I may safely say that I
have seen 10,000 buffaloes during the day. ... Young
buffalo calves frequently come in the way, and we have to
carry them to a distance from the camp to prevent them
from following us, and being in our way.”

These vast herds of cattle of the plains proved to be
very beneficial to the migrating pioneers. The hunters
of the band killed fresh meat for the travelers. Wilford
Woodruff recorded in his journal an interesting account
of their first buffalo hunt:

“When the Utah pioneers had reached Grand Island
on the Platte, they were greatly in need of fresh meat. One
morning in May a herd of buffalo was seen on a little hill
not far from the pioneer camp. This was an interesting
day to the hunters of the camp.

“The pioneers made an early start, and after travel-
ing six miles, camped for breakfast on the prairie in sight
of a herd of buffalo feeding on a bluff to the right of us.
There were about two hundred. Three only of the hunters
started out. They rode as near to them as possible and
crawled along the grass, but the buffalo became fright-
ened and ran away.

“We had not traveled more than two miles farther
before we discovered another large herd five miles before
us. The hunters assembled and held a council. We deter-
mined to get some of the buffalo meat if possible. We
traveled until we were within a mile of the herd, when a
halt was made and fifteen hunters started together. We
all went along until we reached a bluff within a few rods of

3 Orson Pratt, Journal, cited in Andrew Jenson, The Historical Record, 1X. 17-20.
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THE PUEBLO DETACHMENT

When the emigrant company reached Fort Laramie,
they found waiting for them there seventeen Saints from
Mississippi who had spent the winter at Pueblo, Colorado.
They had come to Pueblo with the sick detachments of the
Mormon Battalion via Santa Fé. Six of the seventeen
Mississippi Saints were women. Thus instead of only
three women being in Brigham Young’s company when
they arrived at the journey’s end, as is sometimes thought,
there were nine.

“Heber, will you have Amasa M. Lyman see me at
once?”’ President Young instructed.

“Yes, Brigham.”

“Amasa, Mr. Crow, one of the Mississippi emigrants
who recently joined us, has informed me that there are
over 200 more Battalion members and Mississippi Saints
who had the intention of meeting us at this point on our
westward route. Since they have failed to arrive, I want
you and three other men to go on horseback toward Pueblo.
When you meet that group of Saints, conduct them along
our trail to the Salt Lake Valley, or to whatever region
we may select for our new home.”

A few moments later Mr. Lyman and three com-
panions started southward toward Pueblo. In a few days
they met Captain James Brown and the Pueblo detach-
ment. Together they hurried forward with the hope of
overtaking Brigham Young’s company, but failed to do so.
However they arrived in the new Zion on July 29, five
days after Brigham Young’s arrival.

WESTWARD JOURNEY

By early summer the pioneer caravan had reached
the foothills of the Rocky Mountains. Timber wolves and
rattlesnakes were now encountered. Rolling prairies
gave way to bluffs. Mountain passes took the place of
open trails. The rumble of the wagon wheels and the
lowing of cattle resounded from canyon to canyon, as the
long caravan forged its way forward, often doubling
teams to climb the steep grades.

The pioneer company while traveling westward
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occasionally met groups of traders, trappers, and moun-
taineers from whom they secured information relative to
the Great Basin. Near South Pass they met Major Harris
who had spent most of twenty years in the country be-
tween the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific. Orson Pratt
reported the conversation with Harris as follows:

“We obtained much information from him in rela-
tion to the great interior basin of the Salt Lake, the
country of our destination. His report like that of Cap-
tain Fremont’s is rather unfavorable to the formation of
a colony in this basin, principally on account of the
scarcity of timber.””

Unexpectedly one day the Mormons met a small com-
pany of mountaineers headed eastward. One of them,
weather-beaten and grizzled, announced,

“I'm Jim Bridger.”

“I'm Brigham Young.”

“Oh, you’re the Mormons I’ve heard about! Where're
you going ?”’ Bridger asked.

“We're looking for a place where there is plenty of
land, timber, and water. Thousands of my people are to
join us in building a new Zion. How about the Utah
Basin?”

“Nope, it ain’t no good. It’s only a desert, a dead sea,
and a lot of salt flats,”” Bridger replied. “It certainly lacks
timber.”

“Does it contain any streams of water?”” the Mormon
leader anxiously asked.

“A few small ones; but it also contains horned toads,
wolves, grasshoppers, and crickets. The Injuns eat bushels
of the crickets,” replied Bridger.

“Can corn be grown around the Great Salt Lake?”
Brigham inquired.

As Jim bit into a plug of tobacco, he replied, “Nope, it
can’t be done. I will give $1,000 for the first corn ripened
in the open air there.”

The leader of the exiled Saints replied, “If there is
water. we’ll raise not only corn but anything that will
grow in this latitude. I'm looking for a desert country

8 Orson Pratt, Journal, June 27, 1847, Ms.
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But the Mormon leader, fearing that such a move
might result in the absorption of Church members in the
mass of humanity that was immigrating to the coast, and
probably in the loss of their religious faith, flatly refused
Brannan. Brigham knew that if he took his people to
California the seclusion for which he had been seeking
would be lost, and the Saints would again be open to
trouble with the Gentiles. History has proved the astute-
ness of his judgment.

ORSON PRATT’S VANGUARD COMPANY

A few days before reaching the Great Salt Lake
Valley, Brigham Young and some of the members of
the group were taken ill with mountain fever. On July 12,
the Mormon leader called Orson Pratt to his bedside and
said, “Brother Pratt, I want you to take a group of the
strongest men and the best equipment and travel ahead of
the main company. Make a road and locate the Salt Lake
Valley. As soon as I am able to travel, the rest of us will
follow you.”

Before an hour passed, Pratt’s vanguard group, con-
sisting of forty-one men and twenty-five wagons, waved
adieu to Brigham Young, Heber C. Kimball, and the
others who remained with their leader.

As the sun was nearing the western horizon on July
19, 1847, Orson Pratt and John Brown climbed a moun-
tain peak near East Canyon and looked down upon the
expansive valley below. They were the first Mormons to
get a sight of the valley of the Great Salt Lake.

Two days later as the heavy wagons were wending
their way down a deep canyon, Pratt suddenly pulled on
the reins and shouted, “Whoa! Whoa!” Instantly
“Whoas!” came from a score of husky throats. A screak-
ing and grinding noise echoed through the canyon as the
breaks were set and the caravan stopped moving. Pratt
stood up in his wagon and shouted, “Look! A horseman
headed in this direction has just come over the ridge to the
east.”

“An Indian, perhaps,” John Brown remarked.

“No, I think not. The manner of riding is that of a
white man,” Pratt replied.
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Another of the pioneers remarked, “It may be a
messenger from Brigham Young.” And sure enough it
was. They had to wait only a few moments until Erastus
Snow came galloping up.

“Brother Pratt,” he remarked, “when you enter the
Salt Lake Valley, President Young wants you to lead
the company slightly northward after leaving the canyon.
Select a place where we can plow, plant seeds, and build
a city.” Addressing the whole group, he continued, “You
may be happy to learn that Brother Brigham is feeling
much better, although he hasn’t entirely recovered.”

That afternoon Pratt and Snow, with one horse be-
tween them, came to the mouth of Emigration Canyon.
After experiencing much difficulty in traveling, they
finally reached the summit of a little hill from whence they
viewed a broad, open valley and the waters of the Great
Salt Lake which glistened in the sunbeams.

Imagine the emotions that surged through these men
as they gazed upon the land of their new Zion, a place
where they hoped to live unmolested from any human foe.
They had been driven from their homes, traveled over a
thousand miles through seemingly endless prairie and
mountain wastes, and now they had arrived at their
journey’s end. Following is Snow’s report of his experi-
ence of viewing for the first time the Salt Lake Valley:

“The thicket down the narrows, at the mouth of the
canyon, was so dense that one could not penetrate through
it. I crawled for some distance on my hands and knees
through the thickets, until I was compelled to return, ad-
monished to by the rattle of a snake, which lay coiled up
under my nose, having almost put my head on him; but
as he gave me the friendly warning, I thanked him and
retreated.

“We raised on to a high point south of the narrows,
where we got a view of the Great Salt Lake and this valley,
and each of us, without saying a word to the other, instinc-
tively, as if by inspiration, raised our hats from our
heads, and then, swinging our hats, shouted.”

Pratt and Snow entered the valley and went south to
Mill Creek to examine what had appeared from the dis-
tance to be fields of waving grain. But upon inspection,
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the camp and the land to which they had come to the Lord,
and implored His blessings upon the people in their new
home.

Plans were made for the immediate planting of seeds.
Committees were appointed and work begun. Only two
hours after their arrival on the banks of City Creek,
plowing was commenced a short distance northeast of
camp. Three plows had been brought along for that pur-
pose. Shadrach Roundy, William Carter, and George W.
Brown ran the first furrows that were plowed by white
men in the valley of the Great Salt Lake.

These pioneers experienced difficulty in their early
attempt to plow the parched and flinty ground. After
bending or breaking some of their plow points, they
dammed off the near-by stream, thereby diverting its
waters to the thirsty ground. In this way the Mormons
began their experimentation in irrigation.

After soaking the ground, they found the plowing
comparatively easy. The three plows continued to be
used throughout the remainder of the day, plowing five
acres. The following morning potatoes and some other
seeds were planted. Then the pioneers turned the water
from the creek upon the planted field and gave the ground
another good soaking. These were the activities engaged
in while they waited for the arrival of their prophet-
leader, Brigham Young.

THE ROUTE—THE MORMON TRAIL'

Before leaving the story of the Mormon pioneers
crossing the plains to Utah, we should trace their route
on our maps. From Winter Quarters to Fort Laramie,
Wyoming, Brigham Young and his associates broke over
400 miles of new road, know as the Mormon Trail.

The route of the exiled Saints was along the north
bank of the North Platte River through Nebraska and
Wyoming until they reached Fort Laramie. Crossing the
river at that point, they joined the Oregon Trail and
traveled directly westward until they passed over the
continental divide through South Pass. Then they turned
slightly southward to Fort Bridger. West of Bridger they

1 See map on page 36.
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left the Oregon Trail and followed the wheel tracks of the
Donner Party, who had come over that route the previous
year. These tracks led the pioneers through Echo Can-
yon to Weber and East Canyons, on over Big Mountain
and into Mountain Dell. From there they traveled over
Little Mountain and down through Emigration Canyon
to the Salt Lake Valley.

While traveling westward, the pioneer company set
up markers along the trail at various points to guide the
companies that followed later. They would write on the
face of a cliff, or perhaps on rocks or on the skull of
buffalo.

Rather close and paralleling the route followed by
Brigham’s party through Nebraska, but separated by
the Platte River, was the Oregon Trail. The latter, as
you know, was a well-defined road by 1847, even having
some of the bridges provided. It had been used by travel-
ers to the West tor over twenty years.

For several reasons Brigham Young chose to make
his own road through Nebraska. He was building a
foundation for the thousands of Saints who would follow
later. Orson Pratt’s Journal said:

“A new road will thus be made, which shall stand as
a permanent route for the Saints independent of the old
route; and the river will separate the Mormon companies
from other emigrants, so that they need not quarrel for
wood, grass or water; and fresh grass will soon grow for
our companies to follow us this season.”

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 11
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Chapter 12
“THIS IS THE PLACE”
“THIS IS THE PLACE” ANNOUNCED

About noon on Saturday of July 24, 1847, President
Brigham Young with the main portion of the pioneer
company emerged upon the narrow plateau near the
mouth of Emigration Canyon.

Coming out of the seemingly endless mountain
ranges at last, the gallant pioneers beheld a vista which
to their tired eyes must have seemed like a mirage in a
desert. There beneath them was a vast undulating plain,
sloping gently down to the blue, salty waters of a lake,
while towering snow-capped mountains hemmed them in
on all sides. Brilliant-lined canyons gleamed in the
strong sunlight.

Brigham Young was riding in Wilford Woodruff’s
carriage. The apostle lifted the Mormon leader to a sit-
ting posture. Together they beheld the extensive valley
which was to become their new home. Of this event,
Apostle Woodruff wrote in his journal:

“We came in full view of the valley of the Great Salt
Lake; the land of promise, held in reserve by God, as a
resting place for his Saints.

“We gazed in wonder and admiration upon the vast
valley before us, with the waters of the Great Salt Lake
glistening in the sun, mountains towering to the skies,
and streams of pure water running through the beautiful
valley. It was the grandest scene that we had ever beheld
until this moment. Pleasant thoughts ran through our
minds at the prospect that, not many years hence, the
house of God would be established in the mountains and
exalted above the hills; while the valleys would be con-
verted into orchards, vineyards, and fruitful fields, cities
erected to the name of the Lord, and the standard of Zion
unfurled for the gathering of Israel.

“President Young expressed his entire satisfaction
at the appearance of the valley as a resting place for the
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ing to some of the exiled Saints. Their first impressions
of Utah, Lorenzo Young, one of the pioneers, says, ‘“were
most disheartening. But for the two or three cotton-
wood trees, not a green thing was in sight . . . The ground
was covered with millions of black crickets which the
Indians were harvesting for their winter food.”

Many of the pioneers saw only sunflowers and sage
—sage, sage and sage. In fact, it stretched out in every
direction until it became a grey haze beneath the distant
hills. Had the Mormons arrived in Utah while the fresh-
ness of spring was in the air, those dissatisfied with their
new home might have felt different. As it was however,
the hot July sun had scorched the grass and baked the
earth. The dry blistering heat smote on their canvas cov-
erings which sheltered the women and children and
offered a pitiless challenge to the new comers.

Tle hot rays of the sun in summer and the cold blasts
of wind in winter had ruled in this vast inland basin for
many, many centuries. Only the bronze-skinned Indians
had made this region their home—and they had done no
more than eke out an existence. For some twenty-five
years before the arrival of the Mormons, a few valiant
trappers had drained the country of its only apparent
wealth—its furs. But the Great Basin was unconquered.
It presented a challenge to the homebuilders to survive.
When the founders of Utah accepted this challenge, many
people predicted that the desert would be victor in the
"~ struggle.

It is probable that many a tear came to the eyes of
the brave women who found only a barren desert at the
end of their long journey in search of a new home. Mrs.
Harriet Young exclaimed, “Weak and weary as I am I
would rather go a thousand miles farther than remain in
such a forsaken place as this.”

Yet, when their leader said “This is the place,” his
followers adjusted themselves to their new surroundings
and cooperated with him in carrying out his colonizing
project and in building a city in the desert. After estab-
lishing this first company in the new home, Brigham—
with a firm but kindly hand—directed the thousands who
followed.
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Pioneer conditions in Utah the first few years were
extremely hard—almost impossible to surmount. The
faith of the people in Brigham Young’s choice for their
new Zion was tried to the limit. Drought, frost, and crick-
ets united to destroy the crops. And being a thousand
miles from any other settlement, they found it necessary
to raise abundant crops to avoid starving to death.

When the crops of 1848—first attacked by frost,
then by crickets, then by drought, and finally by more
frost—proved to be almost a total failure, a few of the
Saints were not quite sure that their leader had selected
the right place. Some of them said:

“Why the wheat we grew here last year was so short
that we had to pull it; the heads were no more than two
inches long Frost falls here every month in the year—
enough to cut down all tender vegetation.””

Added to the discouragement of having a crop failure
during the first harvest season in the Salt Lake Valley
was the lure of the newly discovered gold fields in Cali-
fornia. President Young heard early in 1849 that some
of the discouraged Saints were remarking that he was
“too smart a man to try to establish a civilized colony in
such a dry, worthless locality, and would be going on to
California, Oregon or Vancouver’s Island.”

“THIS Is THE PLACE” REASSERTED

The Mormon leader decided to kill this small wave
of discontent by making a public announcement of the
plans for the future. He said:

“We have been kicked out of the frying-pan into the
fire, out of the fire into the middle of the floor, and here
we are and here we will stay. God has'shown me that this
is the spot to locate his people, and here is where they will
prosper . . ..

“As the Saints gather here and get strong enough to
possess the land, God will temper the climate and we shall
build a city and a temple to the Most High God in this
place. We will extend our settlements to the east and
west, to the north and to the south, and we will build towns
and cities by the hundreds, and thousands of Saints will

3 James Brown, Autobiography, (Salt Lake City, 1900), 121.
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gather in from the nations of the earth. This will become
the great highway of nations . ...

“Take courage, brethren . . . . Plow your land and
sow wheat, plant your potatoes.”

Almost one hundred per cent of the Saints responded
to Brigham’s request by remaining in Utah. The hope
of the people at that time was to secure the merest necessi-
ties of life.

Why did the Mormons stay in Utah when it was so
hard to make a living and when so much good land could
be secured for almost nothing by migrating to the Pacific
Coast? Because the leader had said that God had told
him that “This is the place” for them to establish their
new Zion. In Brigham Young’s own words:

“I do not want people to understand that I had any-
thing to do with our being moved here; that was the provi-
dence of the Almighty; it was the power of God that
wrought out salvation for his people. I never could have
devised such a plan.”

You see, in Brigham Young’s mind it was very defi-
nite that they had settled in the right place. Here, he
told the people, they would make the desert blossom as the
rose. Erastus Snow, another of the pioneer leaders, also
maintained that Brigham Young’s conviction on this
subject was held because of a “vision” he had in which
he had beheld the Mormons settled in the Salt Lake Valley.
Quoting Erastus Snow:

“President Young said . . . that this was the place he
had seen long since in vision; it was here he had seen the
tent settling down from heaven and resting, and a voice
said unto him: ‘Here is the place where my people Israel
shall pitch their tents.” ”*

As a result of their faith in their religion, the Mor-
mons followed the advice of their leaders and established
their homes in Utah. They exerted every effort and tried
every avenue of productive life to perform a miracle in
the desert. By following wise leadership, through indus-
try, cooperative effort, brotherly love, and through living

¢ Ibid., 119-123. ) i
5 Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, VI, 41.
¢ Cited in B. H. Roberts, 4 Comprehensive History of the Church, III, 279.
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the principles of their religion, a great Mormon Empire
arose in the arid West. As we read the story of their
achievements, we are thrilled with their accomplishments
and proud that the founders of Utah were so great a
people.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 12

1. Hunter, Brigham Young the Colonizer, pages 215-217, “Description of Salt
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Lake City Given in 1853 by a Gold Seeker.”
PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

. Make a list of the ways in which the Utah Pioneers learned about the

Great Basin before they arrived there:

. Who was Father De Smet and what opinion did he express about the

Far West?

. Discuss “The Pioneer Company.”

. Describe a “Buffalo Hunt.”

. Tell the story of “Orson Pratt’s Vanguard Company.”

. Give a statement identifying: Stephen Markham, John Pack, Orson

Pratt, Wilford Woodruff, Orin P. Rockwell, Amasa M. Lyman, James
Brown, Erastus Snow.,

. Were all of the pioneers satisfied at first with Utah as a place for their

home?

. Describe the meeting of Jim Bridger and Brigham Young.
. Observe carefully on your maps the route followed by the Utah pioneers

10.

from Nauvoo to Salt Lake City—(The Mormon Trail).
Of what importance are: July 24, 1847, Emigration Canyon, City Creek?



SUPPLEMENTARY STORY TO UNIT I1

THE HERD Boy OoF THE PLAINS

By President Joseph F. Smith

One bright morning in company with my cormpan-
ions, namely, Alden Burdick, almost a young man grown,
and a very sober, steady boy, Thomas Burdick, about my
own age, but a little older, and Isaac Blocksome a little
younger than myself, I started out with my cattle com-
prising the cows, the young stock, and several yoke of
oxen which were unemployed that day, to go to the herd
grounds about one and a half or two miles from the town
(Winter Quarters). We had two horses, both belonging
to the Burdicks, and a young pet jack belonging to me.

Alden proposed to take it afoot through the hazel and
some small woods by a side road, and gather some hazel
nuts for the crowd, while we took out the cattle and we
could meet at the spring on the herd ground. This
arrangement just suited us, for we felt when Alden was
away we were free from all restraint; his presence, he
being the oldest, restrained us, for he was very sedate and
operated as an extinguisher upon our exuberance of
youthful feelings. Iwas riding Alden’s bay mare; Thom-
as, his father’s black pony, and Isaac, my jack. On the
way we had some sport with “Ike” and the jack which
plagued “Ike’” so badly that he left us with disgust, turn-
ing the jack loose with the bridle on, and went home.

When Thomas and I arrived at the spring we set
down our dinner pails, mounted our horses and amused
ourselves by running short races, and jumping the
horses across ditches, Alden not having arrived as yet.
While we were thus amusing ourselves, our cattle were
feeding along down the little spring creek towards a roll-
ing point about half a mile distant. The leaders of the
herd had stretched out about half way to this point, when
all of a sudden a gang of Indians, stripped to the breach-
clout, painted and daubed and on horse-back came charg-
ing at full speed from behind this point, toward us.
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Thomas Burdick immediately started for home,
crying “Indians! Indians!” Before he reached the top
of the hill, however, for some cause he abandoned his pony,
turning it loose with bridle and rope, or lariat attached.
My first impression or impulse was to save the cattle
from being driven off, for in a most incredibly short time,
I thought of going to the valley; of our dependence upon
our cattle, and the horror of being compelled to remain
at Winter Quarters.

I suited the action to the thought, and at full speed
dashed out to head the cattle and if possible turn them
towards home. I reached the van of the herd just as the
greater number of Indians did. Two Indians had passed
me, in pursuit of Thomas. I wheeled my horse in almost
one bound and shouted at the cattle which, mingled with
the whoops frightened the cattle and started them on the
keen run towards the head of the spring, in the direction
of home.

As I wheeled I saw the first Indian I met, whom I
shall never forget. He was a tall, thin man, riding a light
roan horse, very fleet; he had his hair daubed up with
stiff white clay. He leaped from his horse and caught
Thomas Burdick’s, then he jumped on his horse again
and started back in the direction he had come.

While this was going on the whole band surrounded
me, trying to head me off, but they did not succeed until
I reached the head of the spring, with the whole herd under
full stampede ahead of me, taking the lower road to town,
the road that Alden had taken in the morning. Here my
horse was turned around at the head of the spring and
down the stream I went full speed till I reached a point
opposite the hill, where other Indians had concentrated
and I was met at this point by this number of Indians
who had crossed the stream to head me off. This turned
my horse, and once more I got the lead in the direction of
home.

I could outrun them, but my horse was getting tired
or out of wind and the Indians kept doubling on me, com-
ing in ahead of me and checking my speed, till finally,
reaching the head of the spring again, I met, or overtook,
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a platoon which kept their horses so close together and
veering to right and left as I endeavored to dodge them,
that I could not force my horse through. I was thus com-
pelled to slacken speed and the Indians behind overtook
me; one Indian rode upon the left side and one on the
right side of me, and each took me by an arm and leg and
lifted me from my horse; they then slackened their speed
until my horse ran from under me, then they chucked
me down with great violence to the ground. Several
horses from behind jumped over me, but did not hurt me.
My horse was secured by the Indians and without slack-
ing speed they rode on in the direction from whence they
had come.

About this moment a number of men appeared on
the hill with pitchforks in hand, whom Thomas had
alarmed with the cry of “Indians!” These men were on
their way to the hay field, and at this juncture, as the men
appeared on the hill, an Indian who had been trying to
catch the jack with corn, made a desperate lunge to catch
the animal and was kicked over, spilling his corn, which
in his great haste to get away before the men could catch
him, he left on the ground. The jack coolly turned and ate
the corn, to the amusement of the men on the hill as well
as my own.

At this point I thought I had better start after
Thomas, and as I reached the top of the hill I saw him just
going down into the town. The Indians having departed,
the men returned with the pitchforks to their wagons and
I continued on to the town. When I arrived a large
assembly was counseling in the bowery, Thomas having
told them of our trouble. My folks were glad to see me,
you may be sure. A company was formed and on horses
started in pursuit of the Indians, and a second company
on foot with Thomas and myself to pilot them, went in
pursuit of the cattle. We took the road we had traveled
in the morning and went to the spring.

In the meantime Alden had arrived at the spring,
found nobody there, dinner pails standing as we had left
them, became alarmed, took the herd by the lower road and
drove them home. We, who did not know this, hunted most
of the day and not finding our cattle we returned home
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disheartened, and I was filled with fears that we would
not be able to journey to the valley [Utah].

When we returned home we learned that Alden had
found the cattle and they were all home, safely cared for,
and so this trouble was soon forgotten. Thomas’ horse
was recovered, but the one I was riding was not found.
It cost the Indians too much for them ever to part with
it. I was at this time about nine years of age.
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CHRONOLOGY TO UNIT II

Joseph Smith is born

Rapid settlement of Mississippi Valley is
known as “Mississippi Valley Boom.”

Great Plains are made an Indian Territory

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is
founded

Daniel and Jason Lee, first American settlers
of Oregon, arrive there

Mormons are driven from Missouri

Nauvoo, Illinois, is founded

First American settlers migrate to California

Fort Bridger is erected

Joseph and Hyrum Smith are murdered by a
mob at Carthage, Illinois. Quorum of
Twelve Apostles, headed by Brigham
Young, are accepted as presiding authori-
ties of Mormon Church

Mormons leave Nauvoo and begin their migra-
tion westward

Mormon Battalion is enlisted and travels to
California

Advance companies of Mormon pioneers arrive
in Utah

Henry W. Bigler, a member of the Mormon
Battalion, is present when gold is dis-
covered at Sutter’s Mill near Sacramento,
California. Bigler’s journal fixes date of
discovery of gold as January 24, 1848

A hundred thousand immigrants go to Cali-
fornia— (the “Gold Rush”).
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Chapter 13
EARLY EXPLORATIONS IN UTAH
PREVIEW

Utah and the adjacent country, which was compara-
tively well known to the trappers, traders, and scouts
before 1847, was an entirely new country to the Mormon
pioneers. Therefore, after arriving in Utah, their most
important immediate task was to make a careful and
complete exploration of this land in which they were to
build their homes. Their leader, Brigham Young, stated
that “he intended to have every hole and corner from the
Bay of San Francisco known’ to his people. He and
his associates immediately began to put this plan into
operation.

Exploring parties were sent into the mountains to
determine the amount of timber, the water supply, graz-
ing possibilities and altitude of the mountain peaks. This
process was repeated in every valley of the Great Basin
as the pioneers pushed the line of exploration and coloniza-
tion farther from Salt Lake City. Some of the instru-
ments used in their computations they brought with
them; others, they devised.

The accounts of such exploring expeditions are too
numerous for all of them to be accounted in this book, but
one should bear in mind that a systematic and thorough
exploration of each valley, mountain, and canyon took
place as the years passed.

EXPLORING SALT LAKE AND TOOELE VALLEYS

Let us now go with these pioneers on some of their
early exploring expeditions. It is Monday morning of
July 26, 1847. Less than two days have passed since the
Mormon leader said “This is the Place!” He and his
associates are now ready to begin learning what kind of
place it really is. While the majority of the pioneers are
busily engaged in providing temporary living quarters
at their new camp, ten of the leading brethren are
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organized in an exploring party for the purpose of visit-
ing various points in Salt Lake and Tooele valleys.

“President Young, you are still very weak from
your recent illness. You had better ride in my carriage.”

“Thanks, Brother Woodruff! I think I shall. You
own the best carriage in the Rocky Mountain region—
since it is the only one.”

After traveling about five miles northward from
camp, the explorers left their vehicles and climbed to the
top of a mountain. When they reached the summit of a
high peak, they viewed the expansive valley below them
and concluded that the spot they were on was a good place
to raise an ensign. Thus they named it “Ensign Peak.”
Then they descended the mountain and visited the hot
sulphur springs north of Salt Lake City.

“How hot do you think the water is in these springs,
Brother Snow?”’ Heber asked.

“Not having an instrument to determine the degree
of temperature, it would be folly for me to guess. But I
think it would be safe to say that it is about right for
scalding hogs. Here are the greatest facilities for a steam
doctor I have ever seen. That stone in the center of the
stream seems to say, ‘This is the seat for the patient.” ”
Erastus replied.

“Erastus, why don’t you pretend that you are the
patient?”’ remarked Woodruff. And Erastus did. But
he had little desire to remain long on the patient’s seat.

As evening drew near, the pioneer explorers arrived
in camp, weary, but satisfied with their day’s experiences.
Matthews and Brown reported to the Mormon leader that
during the day they had crossed the Salt Lake Valley to
the west mountains and found them to be fifteen miles
distant.

The following morning eight apostles and six other
pioneers continued the exploring activities. From their
camp they went westward across the valley to the moun-
tain range which divides Salt Lake and Tooele valleys.
After eating their lunch, they swam in the Great Salt
Lake at a place that they named Black Rock. This was
a new and interesting experience to the founders of Utah.
Orson Pratt remarked:
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“We cannot sink in this water. We roll and float on
its surface like a dry log. I think the Salt Lake is one of
the wonders of the world.”

Thus these Utah pioneers started an activity that
day which later became famous—i. e., bathing in the salty
waters of Utah’s inland sea.

The party then journeyed west and then southward
into Tooele Valley. They observed that the land in that
valley was level and the texture of the soil good. But there
was very little water, and water was the most 1mportant
item to the explorers in their efforts to locate sites for
prospective communities.

As night was drawing near, they went but a few
miles into Tooele Valley and then retraced their path to
Black Rock. The next day they returned to the pioneer
camp at Salt Lake.

EXPLORING CACHE VALLEY

Brigham Young and his people had learned from
James Bridger that Cache Valley was not so dry and
barren as was most of the Great Basin region. That part
of the country was thought by some of the mountaineers
to be the most desirable section in which to build homes.
Therefore, the Mormon leader was anxious to get a defi-
nite report on Cache Valley from members of his own
group. On August 9, 1847, he sent a small exploring
%artﬁr under the direction of Jesse C. Little to northern

tah.

Little and his companions traveled northward as
far as Bear River in company with Samuel Brannan,
Captain James Brown and others who were on their way
to San Francisco. Leaving the California-bound company
somewhere in the vicinity of Garland, Utah, the explorers
traveled eastward into Cache Valley. Veering south-
ward, they left the valley in the vicinity of Sardine Can-
yon. Upon reaching Box Elder Creek, they passed out
of the mountain range through Brigham City Canyon.
From there they returned to Salt Lake City and reported
to Brigham Young that Cache Valley was beautiful.
While going to and returning from Cache Valley, they
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visited Miles Goodyear’s fort, located on the Weber River
where Ogden City now stands. Little’s report stated:

“At Weber River we found a fort of Mr. Goodyear
which consists of some log buildings and corrals stockaded
in with pickets. This man had a herd of cattle, horses
and goats. He had a small garden of vegetables, also a
few stalks of corn, and although it had been neglected, it
looks well, which proved to us that with proper cultivation
it would do well.”

EXPLORING UTAH VALLEY

The mountaineers had told the founders of Utah not
only about Cache Valley to the north, but they had also
described Timpanogos or Utah Valley, lying south of the
Salt Lake Valley, to Brigham and his people. Naturally
these frontiersmen were anxious to see that region also.

The fall crops had scarcely been planted when one of
the pioneer leaders, Parley P. Pratt, made a rather com-
plete and thorough exploring tour through Utah Valley.

It was during the month of December when Pratt,
Higbee, and others went on an exploring and fishing trip
to Utah Valley. Some members of the party rode horse-
back while the others brought along a boat, a fishing-
net, and camping equipment in a wagon drawn by oxen.
After traveling thirty miles southward, the explorers
reached the foot of Utah lake. Pratt described it as a
‘“beautiful sheet of fresh water, some thirty-six miles long
by fifteen broad.” They launched their boat and sailed
up and down the lake for two days, exploring and fishing.
A few mountain trout and other kinds of fish were
caught.

After thoroughly exploring the lake, all the company
but Pratt and a Mr. Summers returned to Salt Lake by -
the same route which had brought them to Utah Valley.
But Pratt and Summers, on horseback, struck westward
from the lake on an exploring tour, visiting Cedar and
Tooele valleys on their return trip to Salt Lake.
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EXPLORING FOR COLONY SITES

As the founders of Utah left the Mormon Mecca to
establish new homes in various parts of the Great Basin,
they were always eager to find other sites suitable for
colonization. Perhaps en route to their new settlement
they would observe desirable sites and report their find-
ings to Governor Young; or perhaps after establishing a
town far distant from the parent colony further explora-
tions were made at even greater distances.

Even the governor of Utah did his share during the
colonial period in seeking for colony sites. Every year,
accompanied by some of the other leading citizens, Brig-
ham Young made a tour of the settlements. Throughout
the course of these trips—which extended from the south-
ern to the northern end of the Great Basin—he always
carefully observed the country through which he was
passing with the view of establishing other communities.

As time passed, organized companies of explorers,
scouts, traders, and missionaries to the Indians penetrated
the districts unknown to the Utahns. Finally every
mountain stream and fertile valley which afforded suit-
able locations for towns became known. This informa-
tion was used to the best advantage by the settlers of Utah
in their colonizing activities.

2 For an account of other exploring expeditions in early Utah history see Hunter,
Brigham Young, the Colonizer, 2nd edition, pages 30 to 67.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 13

[y

. Hunter, Brigham Young the Colonizer, pages 30-40, 52-58, contains an
account of early explorations in Utah.

Young, Founding of Ulah, pages 167-175, “Exploring Utah.” The material
is supplementary to Chapters 13 to 16.

™

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

Make a list of the ways in which the Utah pioneers learned about the
geography, topography, and natural resources of the West?

Describe the explorations made by the pioneers during the first few
days in Utah.

Tell the stories of the exploring of Cache Valley and Utah Valley.

List one thing of importance discussed in the chapter about each of the
following men: Brigham Young, Wilford Woodruff, Erastus Snow,
Matthews, Jesse C. Little, Parley P. Pratt.

5. Locate on a map of Utah the following places: Salt Lake Valley, Tooele

Valley, Ensign Peak, Great Salt Lake, Cache Valley, Weber River,

Utah Valley.
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Chapter 14
EXPLORING THE ROUTES TO THE SEA
INTRODUCTION

Brigham Young desired that the people of Utah
become thoroughly acquainted with all the region between
the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean. He had
been in Utah less than two years when he made known
publicly that he intended to build an extensive Mormon
empire which would cover the major portion of that vast
region. Therefore, most of the events told in this chapter
happened in territory once claimed by the people of Utah.

EXPLORING THE NORTHERN ROUTE TO THE SEA

Samuel Brannan was the first Mormon to pass over
the northern emigrants’ route from San Francisco to Salt
Lake City. As previously mentioned, he made a trip
from the Pacific Coast to Green River, Wyoming, in the
summer of 1847. There he met the Mormon pioneers and
tried to persuade them to settle in California. He
informed Brigham Young of the general conditions of
the country between Utah and the Pacific Ocean.

Two weeks after the Saints settled in Utah, Bran-
nan, disgusted with their decision, left the Mormon camp
for California. Captain James Brown went with him to
get the pay for the Battalion members who, because of
illness, had left the main group at Santa Fé and had come
on to Utah by way of Colorado.

Captain Brown returned from California that same
fall with additional geographical data. Also, that au-
tumn, many of the Mormon Battalion members who had
been mustered out of service at Los Angeles came to Salt
Lake City. By them the pioneers in Utah were rather
well-informed on the characteristics of the country along
the northern emigrants’ route to the coast.
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their destination, while their food supply had been planned
only for thirty days. Therefore, their provisions were all
gone before they reached the vicinity of Las Vegas.

As they traveled through the desert of southern
Nevada, their hunger became intense. Hunt declared,
“If we don’t secure some food before long we’ll all starve,
and the buzzards will pick the flesh from our bones.”

Orin Porter Rockwell suggested, “Let’s kill one cf
our horses and eat it.”

“Eat horse meat! That’s something our people have
never done,” replied Elijah K. Fuller.

“T’ve heard that Fremont and other American ex-
plorers ate horse meat and we’re in as critical a condition
as they. I'm in favor of killing the old mare that my son
John is riding,” Hunt suggested. So the old mare was
killed, and the famished explorers feasted. In fact, three
horses were consumed by these Utah pioneers before they
arrived at their journey’s end.

When the party had reached a point where Barstow
station on the Salt Lake route is now located, they were
forced to camp because of their weakened condition due
to hunger. Two of their strongest men—Shaw and
Cornogg—rode ahead to Williams’ Rancho del Chino
(located thirty-five miles east of the center of Los An-
geles) to get provisions. Mexicans immediately brought
beef and fresh horses to the destitute explorers, who then
continued their journey to the ranch.

Colonel Williams, who had made the acquaintance
of Jefferson Hunt before Hunt’s release from the Mormon
Battalion, was very generous to this exhausted group of
Utahns. Plenty of food, including wild cows to be milked,
was furnished them. The cows, however, had first to be
caught, thrown and strapped down before the men could
extract the rich fluid.

After spending five or six weeks in resting, in explor-
ing southern California and in preparing for the return
trip, Hunt’s party left the Rancho del Chino on February
15, 1848, for Salt Lake with their supply of grains, seeds
of various kinds and livestock. Forty bulls, two hundred
cows, a few pack animals and mares composed the animals
that these trail-builders left California with. Three
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months of weary travel through the desert were required
before they arrived at Salt Lake. All of the bulls and half
of the cows died from thirst en route.

However, the trip was not a failure. Flattering
reports of the agricultural possibilities of the San Bernar-
dino country were brought back to the church officials,
which resulted in establishing a colony three years. later
in southern California. Several of the streams Hunt
camped on and reported to the Mormon leaders became
the sites for thriving Utah communities within the next
ten years.

A WAGON BROUGHT OVER THE SOUTHERN ROUTE, 1848

Following the trail made distinct by the livestock
that Hunt’s party brought from California, a company of
twenty-five Battalion members who had been mustered
out of service at Los Angeles arrived in Salt Lake on June
5, 1848. They brought with them one wagon and 135
mules. The wagon of this battalion company was the
first to make the journey over that route.

JEFFERSON HUNT, GOLD SEEKERS, AND MORMON
MISSIONARIES

Early in October, 1849, Jefferson Hunt left Salt
Lake on a second trip to southern California. Two years
earlier he had demonstrated that the southern route to the
sea could be used successfully as a trail for pack train
parties. This trip gave him opportunity to demonstrate
its feasibility for a wagon road.

On this occasion Hunt was hired to guide a company
of fortune seekers bound for the gold mines. The com-
pany consisted of 500 men from eastern sections of
the United States. Having arrived in Utah late in the
season, they were determined to travel on to the gold
fields of California that fall. They agreed to pay Captain
Hunt $1,000 to guide them and their one hundred heavily
loaded wagons to the Pacific Coast.

Twenty-five Mormon missionaries bound for the
Society Islands to preach the gospel took advantage of the
opportunity to travel to southern California with the
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gortun}ele seekers. They were under the direction of Charles
. Rich.

When Hunt and his associates arrived where Miners-
ville, Utah, stands today, twenty additional gold seekers,
under the leadership of a man named O. K. Smith, over-
took them. Members of this party were traveling on
horseback, with pack animals. The total membership of
the combined companies now was 545 persons.

Very shortly after Smith joined the main company
at Minersville, he told the forty-niners: “I have informa-
tion on a short route to California, known as ‘Walker’s
Cut-off.” Follow me directly west from this point. We
will miss the desert and be saved 500 miles of travel
between here and the gold fields of California. Captain
Hunt’s trail is taking us too far south.”

The Captain replied, “It is very unsafe to travel
directly west on the supposed ‘Cut-off.” Neither Smith
nor any other member of the group has ever been to Cali-
fornia that way. Furthermore, I know nothing of that
route personally. I insist on guiding you to California
over a trail that I am familiar with and have been hired
by you to follow.”

Nevertheless, the dispute became so severe that
Captain Hunt consented to go ahead westward to investi-
gate Smith’s proposed route while the members of the
company rested their animals for a day or so and shod
them. He was gone thirty-six hours. When he returned,
Hunt was “so near choked from the lack of water that his
tongue was swollen till it protruded from his mouth; his
eyes were so sunken in his head that he could scarcely be
recognized. His horse too, for need of water, was blind,
and staggered as he was urged on. Their stay had been on
sands, without water’”

Crazed by the desire for gold, the fortune seekers
were extremely anxious to reach California as soon as
possible. Therefore, even after Captain Hunt’s pitiable
experience and completely disregarding his forcible sug-
gestions, all but seven wagons, eleven men, two women,
and three children, decided to follow Smith on the cut-off.
Twenty of the Utah missionaries under the leadership of

* John Henry Evans, Charles C. Rich, 184.
é
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Charles C. Rich decided to follow Smith on the new route
also. Rich claimed that he was apprehensive of the danger
but felt impressed to go with his companions in order to
help prevent them from perishing.

Extreme hardships and finally disaster overtook
most of the group that took the cut-off. For the first few
days on their journey they were blessed with rain storms.
This prevented them from choking to death but made
traveling very difficult. Then they came into a region
where there was no water. They nearly perished of
thirst. For thirty-six hours men and beasts were without
a drop of water to drink. Some of the men actually lost
their minds. Their condition was pitiable, almost hope-
less when, at the end of that period of excessive thirst,
there was a shower. Many in the group felt that the rain
had come to save theirlives. Even Captain Smith deemed
it providential.

A few days later, November 11, the company mem-
bers realized that they were lost in the mountains, having
traveled all day but progressed only three miles in the
correct direction. Provisions were running low. At this
point the members of Smith’s party threatened to use
their rifles on the Mormons when their food gave out.
The following morning Charles C. Rich announced to the
group his decision. He said:

“I am not going to be led around like this. If we go
on as we have been going, we shall perish in these moun-
tains. Well, I am not going to die here. I am determined
now to have my way. Assoon as I can get ready, I shall
start for the Trail, and any one who wants to go with me
may do so, and any one who does not want to go with me
may go his own way !

All of the Utahns in the party welcomed his decision
and determined to follow him. However, Captain Smith
and all of the gold seekers but two refused to follow Rich.
Smith stated that he would continue if he perished in the
attempt. “And if,” said he, “you do not hear from me,
you may know that I died with my face westward, and
not before I had eaten some mule meat.” Thus the two
companies parted.

b ld., 190,
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Rich and his party overtook Captain Hunt and his
small group at the junction of the Muddy River and the
Trail. After shoeing their animals, they traveled on to
California with Hunt along the southern route. Not one
of the Utahns lost his life, nor did any of the gold seekers
who had remained with Hunt. The company arrived at
Williams’ rancho on December 22, 1849, having lost but
one oxen.

But the forty-niners who continued to follow Smith
met a disastrous fate. Two or three days after the two
companies parted, Smith’s party ran out of water. They
killed one of the animals and drank its blood. Presently
a division arose among his followers. Nine of the men
decided to retrace their steps to where they had separated
from the group of Mormon missionaries and then to fol-
low their trail. Seven of the nine died in the attempt.

But Captain Smith and his group continued west-
ward and were never heard of again. A horrible fate
overtook them. Out of the 520 gold seekers in the party
when they left Utah, only fifteen survived. After their
food supplies became exhausted, the forty-niners lived on
the flesh of their animals, which was almost devoid of
water content. In diminishing numbers, they traveled
until they reached the section of country since known as
Death Valley. There the remainder of the group perished
from hunger and thirst. From the horrible experience
of this company of emigrants, that valley derived its
name.

At the time of this drastic frontier experience, Death
Valley and the country westward to the Pacific Coast,
including Los Angeles, were included within the bound-
aries of the State of Deseret, therefore, this region was
claimed by the Utahns.

ADDISON PRATT’'S JOURNAL

Addison Pratt, a member of Hunt’s party, kept a
journal on this trip to California. In it he described
carefully his observations of the mountain streams, the
fertility of the land, and the general resources available
which could be used for building settlements. His journal



142 UTAH IN HER WESTERN SETTING

was of great value to the Utah leaders in helping them
decide where to send colonists.

Thus the trail breakers had opened up a trail, de-
veloped it into a road, and now chartered and mapped it
in detail for the use of the people of Utah and for any
other travelers who found occasion to go over the southern
route to California. The work of these Utah explorers
was effective.

To THE TEACHERS
- SUPPLEMENTARY SUGGESTIONS

RouUTES FROM UTAH TO THE SEA

In Utah pioneer days there were at least five main
routes leading from Salt Lake City to the sea. One led
northward to Fort Hall, Idaho, and from there along the
Oregon Trail to the Pacific Coast. This road was not
used as much by Utahns as were the other routes to the
sea. :
A second route to the Pacific led via the Humboldt
River and on over the Sierras to Sacramento and San
Francisco. There was much travel in that direction dur-
ing the summer months. An alternate route across
Nevada lay a little south of the Humboldt road. This
trail, as has been pointed out, was explored by Captain
J. H. Simpson. And the fourth route to the Pacific Coast,
which has been discussed in the preceding chapters, is
called the “Southern Route” to the sea, togay known as
Highway No. 91.

There was one main route that led from Utah to the
East. It was the Mormon and Oregon trails to the Mis-
souri River at Winter Quarters, Nebraska. From that
point the sea was reached either by going down the Mis-
souri and Mississippi rivers to New Orleans, or by going
overland to New York City. Over this route came most
of the immigrants and merchandise to Salt Lake City.

ASSIGNMENT

In the author’s book Brigham Young the Colonizer
there is a chapter entitled “The Mormon Corridor.” It
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discusses rather thoroughly the efforts made by the Utah
pioneers to develop the southern route to the sea over
which goods and merchandise could be shipped more
cheaply to Utah. It also gives the picture of Brigham
Young’s vision and plans as an empire builder.

It is suggested that in connection with chapters 14,
15, 16, and 17 the students make a much more detailed
study from ‘“The Mormon Corridor” chapter. By so doing-
the picture of the whole project should become mare clear
and Utah history should be much better understood. Such
a study should help to give a background for the chapters
in units IV and VI.

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

Draw a map and place on it both the Northern and Southern routes to
the Pacific Ocean. (See page 133)

Which of their own people brought the Utah colonizers information re-

garding the Northern route to the Sea?

Tell the story of exploring the Southern route in 1847-1848.

Who brought the first wagon from Los Angeles to Salt Lake City?

Give an account of the hardships and disaster that befell the company

of “gold seekers” headed for California in 1849.

What would you have done if you had been a member of O. K. Smith’s

company?

7. Tell something of importance discussed in this chapter regarding each
of the following men: Samuel Brannan, Jefferson Hunt, Orin Por-
ter Rockwell, Colonel Williams, Shaw, O. K. Smith, Charles C. Rich,
Addison Pratt.

8. Study a map with your teacher and learn where the following places are
located: Utah, Juab, Pahvant, Beaver, Little Salt Lake, and Dixie
valleys, Green River, Wyoming, Las Vegas, Rancho del Chino, San
Bernardino, Muddy River, Death Valley.

9. What historical event gave Death Valley its name?

S g doE



Chapter 15
THE SOUTHERN EXPLORING COMPANY
SOUTHERN EXPLORING COMPANY

The largest and the most important exploring ex-
pedition engaged in by the founders of Utah was the one
led by Parley P. Pratt in the winter of 1849-1850. The
company was composed of fifty men, and it received the
name of “The Southern Exploring Company.” The sup-
plies were loaded in twelve large wagons, drawn by
twenty-four yoke of cattle. Thirty-eight horses and mules
were ridden by members of the party. An odometer to
measure distances, a brass field piece, and small arms
were taken along.

The purpose of this exploring expedition was to ob-
serve the natural resources of the country and to choose
sites where other settlements could be established.

A little more than two years had now passed since
the first Mormon pioneer company arrived in Utah.
Colonies had spread to various points in the Salt Lake
Vzlley. Ogden had been established on the Weber River
thirty-eight miles to the north. Fort Utah (Provo),
forty-four miles south of the parent colony, was now six
months old. And Isaac Morley with a group of 224 colo-
nists was arriving at that very time in Sanpete Valley, 135
miles south of Salt Lake, for the purpose of founding a
settlement. Brigham Young’s dream of an empire was
beginning to be a reality. But in order to more systemti-
cally colonize the Great Basin, as more scientific and
thorough exploration than had heretofore been made was
necessary.

Therefore, on November 23, 1849, Governor Young
directed the organizing of the Southern Exploring Com-
pany. Two days later the explorers headed southward.
Their assignment was to explore Sanpete, Sevier, and
Partl;ﬁuitch valleys, and the country lying farther to the
south.
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From SALT LAKE TO THE UPPER SEVIER RIVER REGION

On November 25 the fifty explorers passed the sum-
mit from which they had obtained a fine view of Salt Lake
and Utah valleys, and their beautiful lakes. They paused
at Fort Utah only long enough to exchange greetings with
J}(l)hn S. Higbee and the thirty pioneer families residing
there.

Arriving at Salt Creek, where Nephi now stands,
they left the main road and journey eastward up Salt
Creek Canyon and over a range of the Wasatch Mountains
into Sanpete Valley. They arrived there on December 4,
only twelve days after Father Isaac Morley and his home
builders had located their camp at the base of the hill upon
which Manti temple was later erected.

The following day they left the Sanpete settlement
and traveled toward the Sevier Valley. From Manti until
they reached the future site of Parowan in the Little Salt
Lake Valley, the explorer had to make a new trail most of
the way.

They reached the Sevier River on December 6 and
followed its course upstream. Five Utes came into camp
and reported that Chief Walker was up the river hunting.
The following day Pratt read a letter from Governor
Young to the Indian chief, and Dimick B. Huntington
interpreted it. The letter told of the sack of flour that the
“big Mormon chief” had sent to the Ute chief.

At first Walker refused to make an answer to
Parley Pratt until he had seen his brother Arapeen. But
when the white men gave Walker’s Sanpitch Indians some
presents and medical advice and prayed for those who
were ill, the chief was highly pleased. Thereupon, the
sack of flour was divided between himself and his brother.
Walker advised the explorers not to pass over the moun-
tains southeast, as there was no good country over there.
He also remarked that he would have gone with the whites
had his people not been sick. However, he sent his brother
Ammornah to act as guide in his stead.

The exploring company continued up the Sevier
River. By December 10 the weather had become extremely
cold, the river having frozen hard and the thermometer
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ranging around twenty degrees below zero. The following
day their Indian guide deserted them. They continued
their journey, however, noting each place suitable for a
colony.

Finally, upon reaching a point 232 miles from Salt
Lake City, the explorers found that the Sevier Valley
ended in an impassable canyon, with “an abrupt chain of
mountains sweeping before and on each hand, and the
river rushing like a torrent between perpendicular rocks.”
Thus they were forced to turn back and camp while scouts
were sent out to find a pass.

DirrFicuLT TRIP OVER THE MOUNTAINS

William W. Phelps and others reported that the road
ahead wasimpassable. Pratt and Driggs rode about eight
miles in search of a pass to the left about which Walker
had informed them. But they found the country too rough,
“marred by huge piles of stones washed down from the
mountains, and filled with gulleys, or the dry beds of tor-
rents from the mountains.” The snow lay two feet deep,
and the hills were too abrupt for a passage with wagons.

Captain Brown and other scouts from the exploring
company spent most of the following day (December 16)
searching for a pass to the right, which, if found, would
lead them over the Wasatch Mountains and on into the
Little Salt Lake Valley. Toward evening they returned
to camp and reported: “We have located a route which is
difficult but not impassable. It winds over a succession
of canyons with steep ascents and descents, nearly perpen-
dicular in places, with rocks and cobblestones all the way.”

The almost impossible task of taking their wagons
over that mountain range in the dead of winter is one of
the noble feats in Utah pioneer history. These explorers
were brave frontiersmen—possessing ingenuity, forti-
tude, and determination in sufficient quantity that even
mountains and zero weather could not check their prog-
ress nor detour them from their purpose.

Heading westward from the Sevier River, they as-
cended a rocky canyon for two and one-half miles. Sud-
denly they came to a perpendicular descent. The hind
wheels of the wagons were rough locked, ropes were






THE SOUTHERN EXPLORING COMPANY 147

attached to the wagons, and the men held back on the
ropes while the vehicles made the descent, each in turn.
And then another ascent was reached, requiring the ex-
plorers to double teams on their wagons. Again they
descended another hill by the assistance of ropes. This
process was repeated time and time again while they
were crossing the mountain range.

Snow lay two feet deep on the level and to a much
greater depth in the drifts. Thishad to be shoveled away
to make a clearing for the wagons to travel through. As
if trying to travel over a snow-covered road—almost per-
pendicular in places and containing hundreds of slippery
rocks on the sloping hillsides—were not enough to test
the strength and endurance of these pioneers, nature
added to their inconvenience by having a fierce wind blow
so strongly from the south on the ridges as to nearly tear
off the wagon covers.

Finally the last mountain ridge was encountered.
Toward evening on December 20, Pratt and Brown, who
had ridden several miles ahead to explore the road, came
and reported that a pass had been discovered. The follow-
ing evening the explorers camped on the northern end
of Little Salt Lake Valley, with joy in their hearts for
having been able to succeed in passing over the mountain
range.

TEMPORARY CAMP AT RED CREEK

Continuing their journey southward until they
reached Red Creek on December 23, the explorers decided
to make camp. The cattle had become so reduced by pulling
the wagons over the rough country and through lack of
sufficient feed that it was considered absolutely neces-
sary for them to rest. Accordingly the decision was
reached for a portion of the explorers to continue the
expedition to the Rio Virgin by pack animals, while the
rest of the company remained encamped with the cattle
and wagons. David Fullmer was appointed head over the
camp which remained, with Isaac C. Haight captain and
clerk. The reading on their odometer indicated that they
had traveled 278 miles from Salt Lake before making
camp at Red Creek.
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EXPLORING UTAH DiIXIE ON HORSEBACK

Under the personal direction of Parley P. Pratt,
twenty men on horseback with pack animals left the camp
on Red Creek on December 26. Not many miles to the
south they passed Big Creek (Center Creek, the present
site of Parowan). They were highly pleased with the
natural resources of this particular part of the valley.

Two or three miles beyond that point, they came to
the south outlet of Little Salt Lake Valley and entered
into a more extensive one, running to the southwest. That
night they camped on Muddy Creek (present site of Cedar
City) and from that camp ground they explored the valley
during the next two days. They expressed themselves as
being very well pleased with the possibilities of this spot
as a suitable place for a settlement, believing it to be bet-
ter than any place they had seen since leaving Salt Lake
City. In addition to the inexhaustible supply of cedar
trees, the acres and acres of good soil and adequate
streams for irrigation purposes, they discovered a moun-
tain of rich iron ore. This mountain is supplying Utah’s
iron factories today with tons of ore.

Continuing their journey southward, the explorers
crossed a summit and then descended into a country where
the climate was distinctly changed. They had crossed
the rim of the Great Basin. Within a distance of less than
fifty miles, from the rim of the Basin to the junction of
the Santa Clara and Rio Virgin (St. George), the eleva-
tion dropped over 3,000 feet. There was no snow, for the
climate was warm and springlike. They were in what
was later named ‘“Utal’s Dixie.”

The country exhibited an extremely barren appear-
ance, but where there was vegetation, the grass was green
and six inches high. “Prickly pears, mastqual, cactus, and
tamimump, a wood used by the Indians as a substitute
for tobacco,” intermingled with greasewood and sage,
were typical of the vegetation. The scouts were not very
highly pleased with the appearance of this Dixie country.

The company traveled down the Virgin River to
where it joins the Santa Clara near the present city of
Saint George, arriving there on the first day of 1850. Two



THE SOUTHERN EXPLORING COMPANY 149

days earlier three Indians had joined them and were at
this time serving as guides. On the Virgin the explorers
passed a small Indian farm where some stalks of corn,
squashes, and grape-vines were growing, but the Indians
had deserted the place. When they reached the Indian
village on the Santa Clara, they found good irrigated
crops of corn, pumpkins and squash. The village was
compcsed almost entirely of men, the women and children
having been sold to the Spaniards.

Upon learning from the natives the unpromising
character of the country beyond, the explorers decided to
travel northward up the Santa Clara and return to the
camp in the Little Salt Lake Valley. They ascended the
rim of the Basin and a few days later arrived at Fullmer’s
camp which had moved from Red Creek to Center Creek
(Parowan).

A celebration next day welcomed the pack train. At
the dinner, Pratt offered the following toast: ‘“May this,
the 8th of January be kept as the anniversary of the found-
ing of a city of the Little Salt Lake Valley which will
hereafter be built.”

RETURN ViA PAHVANT VALLEY—WINTER CAMP
AT CHALK CREEK

However, the following day the entire company began
the difficult journey toward home, this time traveling
along the “southern route” through the valleys parallel
to those by which they had come.

By the time they had reached Chalk Creek (the
present site of Fillmore), snow was two feet deep on the
level. It was impossible to continue farther with the
wagons ; the company was forced to go into winter camp
on Chalk Creek. However, the decision was reached for
the married men to take the strongest horses and mules
and to attempt to reach Provo.

Pratt with a company of about twenty men and
animals left the main camp on Chalk Creek and started
northward. Much of the time they pushed forward
through snow three to four feet deep on the level. It was
necessary for men to go ahead on foot and break the trail,
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while the entire company followed in one track. On the
morning of January 26, while encamped four miles south
of the Sevier, Parley P. Pratt wrote in his journal:

“In the morning we found ourselves so completely
buried in snow that no one could distinguish the place
where welay. Someone rising, began shoveling the others
out. This being found too tedious a business, I raised my
voice like a trumpet, and commanded them to arise; when
all at once there was a shaking among the snow piles, the
graves were opened, and all came forth! We called this
Resurrection Camp.”

Continuing Pratt’s report, we read: “January 27.
Our provisions being nearly exhausted, Chauncy West
and myself volunteered to take some of the strongest ani-
mals and ttX to penetrate to Provo, which was still some
fifty miles distant, in order to send back provisions to the
remainder, who were to follow slowly.

“We started at daylight, breaking the way on foot,
leading the mules in our track, and sometimes riding
them. Traveled all day, averaging about knee-deep in
snow. Camped at eleven at night on Summit Creek,
extremely hungry and feet badly frozen. We built a small
fire, it being the coldest night we had ever experienced,
and after trying in vain to thaw out our frozen shoes,
stockings and the bottoms of our pants, we rolled our-
ielves in our blankets and lay trembling with cold a few

ours.

“January 28. Arose long before day; bit a few
mouthfuls off the last frozen biscuit remaining. Saddled
up our animals, and after another laborious day, living
on a piece of biscuit not so large as our fist, we entered
Provo at dark; raised a posse of men and animals, with
provisions, and set back the same night.””

The posse sent out with Pratt found one of the
exploring party, a man named Taylor, who had wandered
off ahead of the rest, about eight miles south of Provo.
He was lying in the snow in a helpless condition with his
horse standing by him. He lived, but lost the use of his
limbs. The remainder of the company left behind were

1 Parley P. Pratt, Report of the Southern Exploring Company, Latter-day-Saint Journal
History, November, 1849, to March, 1850, Ms.
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found in the southern end of Utah Valley about twent;
miles south of Provo. They were entirely without food.

The exploring party arrived at Fort Utah on Janu-
ary 31, and at Salt Lake City, February 2, 1850, without
the loss of any life. They had traveled 700 miles and all
of the trip had been during severe winter weather. The
members of the company who were left at Chalk Creek
with the wagons and oxen wintered themselves and cattle
\ﬁery v}\lrell. They arrived at Salt Lake safely the following

arch.

RESULTS OF SOUTHERN EXPLORING COMPANY

The reports of the Southern Exploring Company
under the direction of Parley P. Pratt were of the most
vital significance in helping to determine where colonies
should be established. Only six months had passed after
the return of Pratt’s company before Brigham Young and
his assistants had made definite arrangements to estab-
lish a colony in Little Salt Lake Valley on Center Creek
(Parowan). A year later the place where Pratt’s wagon
group wintered on Chalk Creek in Pahvant Valley was
selected as the site upon which to build Fillmore, the first
capital city of the Territory of Utah. Settlers were
building their homes on several of the best sites within
the next two or three years. And before ten years had
passed Governor Young had sent out colonists to practi-
cally every site recommended by the report of the expedi-
tion.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 15

1. Hunter, Brigham Young the Colonizer, pages 41-51, “The Southern Ex-
ploring Company.”

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

1. Draw a map of Utah and place on it the route of the Southern Exploring
Company, Fort Utah, Salt Creck, Manti, Sevier River, Big Creek,
Muddy Creek, Santa Clara, St. George, Chalk Creek, Fillmore, and
the following valleys: Utah, Sanpete, Sevier, Panguitch, Little Salt
Lake, Cedar, Dixie, Beaver, Pahvant. Save your map for use with
the next two chapters.

2. Give a statement identifying: Parley P. Pratt, Isaac Morley, John S.
Higbee, Chief Walker, Dimick B. Huntington, Sanpitch Indians, Wil-
liam W. Phelps, David Fullmer, Isaac C. Haight, Chauncy West.



Chapter 16
GOVERNMENT EXPLORERS AGAIN IN UTAH
CAPTAIN HOWARD STANSBURY

Congress and the President of the United States
were also interested in learning about the kind of country
that the Mormons had selected for their new home. There-
fore, they sent Captain Howard Stansbury and company
t% tge Salt Lake Valley where they arrived in August,
1849.

Stansbury was a member of the United States
Topographical engineers. He came to Utah to make a
survey of the lakes and explore the Great Basin.

During the winter of 1849-1850 he explored Utah
Lake and the Great Salt Lake. Upon returning to Wash-
ington, D. C., he published a report of his observations.
His book is one of the most valuable and interesting
accounts of the early period of Utah history. It tells of
the animals, trees, and flowers of the Salt Lake Valley.
But possibly more interesting is his description of the
social life of the Utah pioneers, with a graphic picture of
how those frontiersmen were working out their problems
in their new desert home. For example, in reference to
Salt Lake City and its inhabitants, Captain Stansbury
wrote:

“Nothing can exceed the appearance of prosperity,
peaceful harmony, and cheerful contentment that per-
vaded the whole community . . . . This happy external
state of universally diffused prosperity, is... I think...
most clearly accounted for in the admirable discipline and
ready obedience of a large body of industrious and intelli-
gent men, and in the wise councils of prudent and saga-
cious leaders, producing a oneness and concentration of
action, under one leading and controlling mind. It is
most prominently apparent in the erection of public build-
ings, openings of roads, and the construction of bridges.

“In their dealings with the crowds of emigrants that
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passed through their city, the Mormons were ever fair
and upright, taking no advantage of the necessitous con-
dition of many, if not most of them. They sold them such
provisions as they could spare, at moderate prices, and
S}:ﬁh as they themselves paid in their dealings with each
other. ...

“In short, these people presented the appearance of
a quiet, orderly, industrious, and well-organized society,
%s much so as one would meet with in any city of the

nion.””

LIEUTENANT JOHN W. GUNNISON

Lieutenant John W. Gunnison, a member of Stans-
bury’s party, like the Captain, was a brilliant student
with an admirable character. He was loved by the people
of Utah. In 1849 he wrote a book in which he made a care-
ful study of the industrial, social, and political life of the
people of this region. It is one of the excellent accounts
of the life of the Utah pioneers.

Gunnison made a second trip to Utah in 1853. At
this time he was in charge of a government expedition,
detailed to make a survey of one of the proposed routes
for a transcontinental railroad to the Pacific.

While engaged in the task that he had been assigned
by the government, tragedy overtook him and his party
of twenty-two men. This event occurred during the
Walker War at a time when many of the Indians of the
Territory were hostile. Furthermore, the natives of this
particular band were seeking revenge on white men for
the killing of an Indian and the wounding of two others
by a company of emigrants who had committed this vile
deed while passing through Utah on their way to Cali-
fornia. Although Gunnison and his men were innocent,
they had to suffer for the evil committed by others.

Early in the morning of October 25, they were
camped on the banks of the Sevier River near the lake of
that name in Millard County. The gallant young soldier
and his companions were peacefully eating their break-
fast when suddenly they were attacked by a band of Utes.

1 Captain Howard Stansbury, Exploration and Survey of the Valley of the Great Salt
Lake o}’ Utah, (Philadelphia, 1852), 133-134,
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The first volley of rifle shots and flight of arrows startled
the camp and killed one of Gunnison’s men.

The Lieutenant immediately ran out of his tent,
raised his hands, and shouted to the Indians: ‘“Cease
shooting! Cease shooting! We’re your friends!” But his
pleadings fell upon deaf ears. The deadly fire continued.
Gunnison fell, pierced by fifteen arrows, while the others
of his party ran for their lives. However, seven of them
were Kkilled and their bodies dismembered and horribly
mutilated, even beyond savage custom.

Ten days later Bishop Anson Call of Fillmore, Utah,
visited the scene of the tragedy and buried five of the
deceased near the spot of their death. But he took the
remains of Gunnison to Fillmore for burial. The guide,
Mr. Potter, was taken to his home in Manti.

The news of the tragedy cast a gloom over the people
of the Territory. They especially regretted the death of
Gunnison. He had endeared himself to them while in
Salt Lake with Stansbury’s company of explorers. The
following is a portion of a tribute which appeared in the
Deseret News at the time of his death:

“We take this occasion to bear tribute to the memory
of Captain Gunnison, as a gentleman of high and fine-
toned feeling, as particularly urbane in his deportment
to all, and as an officer having few equals in the service,
in the strict, accurate, energetic, speedy, intelligent, per-
severing performance of duty under any and all
circumstances.”

CAPTAIN J. H. SIMPSON EXPLORES WESTWARD
THROUGH CENTRAL UTAH

From 1850 until 1861 the Utah Territory included
all the country from the tops of the Rocky Mountains in
Colorado westward to the western boundary of Nevada.’
Therefore, the exploration of Utah during this period
included also the exploration of most of the region that
is today Nevada.

During the early period of Utah history, one of the
main routes of travel to the Pacific Coast led northward

? Sec map in Chapter 42.
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from Salt Lake City around the lake, and then westward
along the Humboldt River to Genoa, Utah (today Ne-
vada). From there the road led over the Sierra Nevada
into California. The other route, termed the “Southern
Route,” ran from Salt Lake to Los Angeles. Today it
is highway No. 91.

Since this northern route was so crooked, many
people in Utah believed that by going directly westward
from Salt Lake City approximately 200 miles’ distance
could be saved by travelers. In fact, two Mormons from
Utah were engaged by Colonel Steptoe, another govern-
ment explorer, to investigate the country lying between
the south end of the Great Salt Lake and Carson Valley.
The purpose was to learn of its feasibility for an emigrant
route and a railroad. The party left the lake in Septem-
ber, 1854, and returned in November. They reported
that they had discovered a route through which a wagon
road could be built and over which emigrants could travel
with ease, saving 150 to 200 miles. Not trusting their
report, Colonel Steptoe and his company of explorers
traveled to California by the Humboldt route.

But in 1859 the Federal Government again decided
to attempt to open a direct route from Salt Lake City to
Carson Valley. Captain J. H. Simpson received appoint-
ment from General Albert Sidney Johnston at Camp
Floyd, Utah, and from Secretary of War, the Hon. John
B. Floyd, to lead an expedition westward through Utah
(Nevada) from Camp Floyd to Genoa for the purpose of
opening a wagon road.

Captain Simpson was successful in his exploration
of the new route. The distance from Salt Lake to Genoa
by the old Humboldt road was 774 miles and the distance
over the new route was 571 miles. Thus Simpson’s ex-
plorations opened up a road 203 miles shorter than the
northern emigrant trail.

Soon thereafter droves of cattle and trains of
emigrants were traveling southwestward from Salt Lake
City to Camp Floyd and then westward to Genoa. In
1860-61, the pony express carried the mail over Simpson’s
route; and at the same time wires were being extended
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frorgle St. Joseph, Missouri, to San Francisco along that
route.

In conclusion we should note that by 1860, through
explorations made by Utahns and by the federal govern-
ment, the main routes of travel from Salt Lake City to
the Pacific Coast had been explored and wagons were
traveling over them. The principal highways to Cali-
fornia today approximate in their courses those pioneer
trails. However, the course of the northern two routes
has been somewhat altered as time passed.

SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 16
1. Young, Founding of Utah, pages 167-175, “Exploring Utah.”

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

Describe Captain Howard Stanbury’s explorations and opinion of Utah.

Tell the story of the death of Lieutenant John W. Gunnison.

Place on the map you made in connection with the last chapter Captain

.g;.e H. Simpson’s route from Salt Lake to California, Carson Valley,

noa.

4. Give a statement identifying: Anson Call, Mr. Potter, J. H. Simpson,
Colonel Steptoe, General Albert Sidneﬁ Johnston, Hon. John B. Floyd.

5. What routes had been explored by Utahns and by the Federal Govern-

ment by 1860?

oo



Chapter 17
EXPLORING THE COLORADO RIVER
THE R1o COLORADO

The Colorado River and its tributaries run the full
length of eastern Utah and drain more than one-third of
its geographical area. Extending its course onward to-
ward the Pacific, the muddy waters of the Colorado run
through the greatest chasm upon the face of the earth—
the Grand Canyon of the Colorado—and then meander
across the desert to the Gulf of California. Six states—
beginning with Wyoming and Colorado to the northeast
—may lay claim to its waters, since the majestic stream
flows through their regions.

Today one of the greatest dams that has ever been
constructed by man heads off the ocean-bound stream
and backs up its waters into a man-made lake, known as
Lake Mead. The Boulder Dam is a massive pile of con-
crete 726 feet high. Through four large intake towers,
the water from Lake Mead is used in generating electric-
ity which supplies power for the great city of Los Angeles.

For many ages before white men came to Utah, the
Colorado River emptied its sediments into the Gulf of
California while its waters mixed with the salty waves of
the Gulf and then with those of the Pacific. The mighty
river, with its dangerous rapids, gigantic canyon, and
miles and miles of mountainous, plateau, and desert re-
gions lying along its course, remained unexplored, and
completely uncontrolled by man. The Indians regarded
the stream, especially at the Grand Canyon, with awe.
From the time that Cardenas and his Spanish conquista-
dores first looked down into the great chasm of the Grand
Canyon in 1540 and saw the river, ribbon-like in appear-
ance, lying over a mile below them, until the present day,
white men have marveled at the natural wonders of this
majestic stream. But few indeed were the men who ven-
tured upon its turbulent waters. However, as years
passed, venturous explorers came to the mighty river of
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the West and navigated its dangerous waters. As point-
ed out in an earlier chapter, General Ashley and his
trappers sailed part way down the rushing course of the
Green River in 1825. But it remained for the one-armed
hero, Major Powell, to be the first white man known to
navigate the stream through the Grand Canyon of the
Colorado.

In the meantime, following Ashley and preceding
Powell, came the Mormons—the founders of Utah. They
became interested in this Rio Colorado as a possible route
over which goods and immigrants could be brought into
Utah more cheaply than to freight them by ox teams over
the Great Plains and Rocky Mountains. With the hope
in mind of developing a cheap transportation route to the
very edge of their desert home, the Utah pioneers con-
tributed a generous share to the history of the explora-
tion of the Colorado River.

RuUFUSs ALLEN’S EXPEDITION

Salt Lake City was located a thousand miles from
the last American frontier settlement to the East and
hundreds of miles from the Pacific Coast. During early
Utah history the route generally followed by immigrants
and freighters was via Omaha, North Platte River, South
Pass, Fort Bridger, and on into the Salt Lake Valley.
Transportation across the plains from Omaha by ox teams
was very expensive and difficult. Days and weeks were
required to make one trip. Furthermore, the winter
snows on the Rocky Mountains effectually shut the set-
tlers off from commerce with the people of the East for
nearly half of the year.

The first colonists had recognized an acute need for
a cheaper and surer means of transporting both immi-
grants and goods to their inland settlements. Through
exploration they had already learned that the route from
Salt Lake to southern California, because of the mildness
of the climate, was always open, and the Pacific settle-
ments were much closer to the Mormon Mecca than was
the American frontier to the East. Therefore, Governor
Young and his associates decided to make use of the
advantages of that route.
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With the steady growth of settlements southward
from Salt Lake toward the Pacific Coast, the Governor
conceived the idea of using the Colorado River as a pos-
sible solution to the expensive transportation problem.
In 1855 he began investigating this route with the purpose
in mind of developing a cheaper mode of bringing both
immigrants and merchandise into the Utah Territory.

Little was known at that time of the navigability of
the Rio Colorado. In order to learn if boats could travel
up and down this stream, Brigham Young sent Rufus
Allen with four companions to explore it. They traveled
as far as Las Vegas Spring with William Bringhurst and
a group of missionary-colonists who had been sent by the
Governor of Utah to establish a Mormon settlement. Las
Vegas was located in the region which at that time was
part of the Territory of New Mexico.

On June 18, 1855, Allen and his companions started
off for the Colorado River. After traveling twenty-eight
miles they reached the mighty stream and followed its
course. They remained on the trip only five days, and
then returned to Vegas. They reported that on account
of the extreme heat and desert country it was imprac-
ticable to proceed farther at that season of the year.
Although they had traveled down the river for two days,
they had found nothing but barren deserts, high moun-
tains, and deep canyons. It was not possible for them to
decide with certainty on the possibility of navigating the
Colorado to its mouth.

LIEUTENANT JOSEPH C. IVES EXPLORES THE COLORADO

In the fall of 1857 the United States Department of
War sent Lieutenant Joseph C. Ives “to explore the Colo-
rado River for the purpose. .. of learning whether it could
be used to advantage in the transportation of soldiers and
munitions of war on the way to the valley of Salt Lake.”

Lieutenant Ives brought to the Pacific Coast a small
steamer having powerful machinery adopted for steam-
ing currents. It had been tried on the Delaware River,
found to meet expectations, and taken to pieces and trans-
ported seventy-five miles up the Colorado River, where
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its parts were landed and reassembled. Then the ship,
christened the Explorer, was launched, and Ives sailed up
the river from Fort Yuma, where the Gila River flows
into the Colorado.

After experiencing much difficulty, Ives reached
Black Canyon, located 325 miles above Fort Yuma and
near Las Vegas, Nevada. Then the Lieutenant reported
to the United States Government as follows:

“It appeared, therefore, that the foot of Black Can-
yon should be considered the practical head of navigation,
and I concluded to have reconnaisance made to connect
that point with the Mormon road [southern route] and
to let this finish the exploration of the navigable portion
of the Colorado.”

GEORGE A. SMITH VISITS THE COLORADO RIVER

When the report reached Salt Lake City that exam-
ination of the Colorado River for navigation was being
conducted by the United States Government with some
success, the hope of using the river as an outlet to the sea
was revived in Governor Young’s mind. He waited
hardly long enough for Lieutenant Ives’ expedition to sail
down stream before he sent George A. Smith with a
company of twenty men to explore the Rio Colorado and
the country adjacent to it for suitable locations for settle-
ments of his people.

Smith and his companions left Cedar City on March
31, 1858, and made their way to the Colorado by following
the course of the Santa Clara and the Virgin rivers. After
traveling down the Colorado as far as Beal’s Crossing
and searching in vain for desirable sites for settlements,
they returned to Cedar City. Smith’s report probably
caused the postponement of plans for developing shipping
on the Colorado.

ACTIVITIES OF ANSON CALL ON THE
R10 COLORADO

During the next few years, however, the Utah leaders
devoted their attention to strengthening the colonies
south of the rim of the Basin and to planting new towns
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on the Southern Route to the sea at important points on
the Virgin, Santa Clara, and Muddy rivers. At the
October conference of 1861 held in Salt Lake City, Presi-
dent Young called 309 families to establish a city at the
junction of the Santa Clara and Rio Virgin. A total of
748 persons responded to the call, and Brigham Young
named the new city “St. George” in honor of George A.
Smith.

At the same time a company of thirty families of
Swiss converts settled at Santa Clara, five miles to the
northwest. In the fall of 1864 a number of missionaries
were sent to form colonies on the Muddy River, a tributary
of the Virgin. The towns they founded are located in what
is today southern Nevada.

Brigham Young was now ready to test the practica-
bility of directing immigration traffic and the transpor-
tation of goods from Europe and New York to the
Caribbean Sea, overland across the Isthmus of Panama,
and thence, via the Gulf of California, up the Colorado to
the head of navigation. St. George was to serve as an
inland supply station for the other communities in the
Dixie country and as an outpost to furnish supplies to
immigrants bound for Salt Lake City.

Therefore, on November 1, 1864, Brigham appointed
Bishop Anson Call to establish a colony directly on the
Colorado. Call received the following instructions:
“Take a suitable company, locate a road to the Colorado,
explore the river, find a suitable place for a warehouse,
build it, and form a settlement at or near the landing.”

In that same month the leading merchants of Salt
Lake City formed ‘“The Deseret Mercantile Association.”
Call was appointed the official agent for the association
and immigration agent for the Mormon Church. It was
the purpose of the association to ship merchandise from
New York and other eastern cities by water to Panama
and on nearly to the southern border of Utah by a water
route.

Call and his companions left Salt Lake on November
15, 1864. At Santa Clara, Jacob Hamblin, the famous
Mormon explorer and Indian missionary, joined the party
to act as guide and interpreter.
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After exploring a portion of the Rio Colorado, Call
and his companions selected a black rocky point on which
to build the warehouse. The location chosen was on the
north bank of the stream about fifteen miles upstream
from the site of the present Boulder Dam. The place
was given the name of Call’s Landing, known also as Call’s
Fort and Old Callville.

After selecting the site for the warehouse, the
explorers continued down the Colorado 150 miles to
Hardy’s Landing, near the extreme southern tip of Ne-
vada, and thence to Fort Mojave. They then returned to
the site previously chosen with a conviction that the best
place had been selected. Laborers, mechanics, supplies,
tools, and every necessary thing to facilitate the erection
of the warehouse were secured at St. George. In Feb-
ruary, 1865, the building was completed.

At that time the people of Utah were very optimistic
as to the advantages they expected that steam navigation
and the establishing of Call’s Landing would bring to the
inhabitants of the Great Basin. However, very little
shipping was actually done either to or from Old Callville.
Only two or three trips were made up the river with goods.
The warehouse had barely been completed when the pio-
neer leaders dropped the Colorado River project and
turned their attention to the transcontinental railway
then under construction. They realized that the railroad
would supply cheaper and safer transportation; there-
fore, they gave this newer agent their full support.

But the old warehouse at Call’s Landing was left
standing on the bank of the Colorado. As the years
passed, it witnessed to the new generation the dreams and
activities of the founders of Utah. Portions of it were
still standing when Boulder Dam was constructed. At
the present time the remains of Old Callville are sub-
merged in the waters of Lake Mead.

JACOB HAMBLIN’S NUMEROUS EXPLORATIONS

No other person in Utah historéy crossed the Colorado
River more times nor at as many different places as did
Jacob Hamblin. It has just been pointed out that Anson
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Call took Hamblin with him on his exploring trip in 1864.
As early as 1854 Hamblin was living in southern Utah
doing missionary work among the Indians. Acting in his
capacity as an “Apostle to the Lamanites,” he was con-
tinuously crossing the Colorado River both below and
above the Grand Canyon. He was more of a trail-blazer
than a preacher, a great scout of the American frontier.

In the spring of 1858, he was at the river when
Lieutenant J. C. Ives sailed upstream. The following fall
he and a group of missionaries visited the Moqui (Hopi)
Indians in northern Arizona. They forded the river at
the Crossing of the Fathers (Ute Crossing). This was
the first of a series of visits conducted by Jacob Hamblin
to the red men southeast of the Colorado." On one of these
trips he traveled completely around the Grand Canyon,
the first journey of its king recorded in history.

Hamblin, on a raft, made the first successful cross-
ing of the Colorado at the mouth of the Paria in 1864.
Seven years later ferry service was established at that
point. John D. Lee moved there in 1872. From that time
the place has been czlled “Lee’s Ferry.” The Mormons
who migrated into Arizona used this ferry extensively.

MAJOR POWELL AND THE MYSTERIES OF THE
GRAND CANYON

Before Major John Wesley Powell and his compan-
ions descended the Rio Colorado in boats through the
“Great Abyss” (Grand Canyon), the turbulent stream
was looked upon as the “river of mysteries.” It was
thought impossible to navigate that part of the river
which flowed through the Grand Canyon.

Indians for generations preceding the coming of
white men regarded the Colorado as the “Mystic River.”
Many of the canyons and mountains bordering the stream
had been named by the natives, and many were the tradi-
tions concerning its origin, its rapids, and its whirlpools.
The natives never made an effort to penetrate into the
depths of the Grand Canyon. “To them it was the abode
of evil spirits, awaiting opportunity to seize the unfor-
"1 See Cnapter a1.



EXPLORING THE COLORADO RIVER 166

tunate who might venture within the shadows of its
massive walls, and drawing them into the whirlpools of
the great river, bear them away to the home of the depart-
ed spirits, from which none returned.”

But it was the one-armed man, Major Powell, sent
by the United States Government, who solved the mys-
teries of the river and Grand Canyon in 1869-1870. With
a party of nine other men, the Major launched three boats
on the Colorado near Green River, Wyoming, and began
the descent of the unknown stream. One of the most
thrilling journeys of history was experienced by this
party of explorers.

Only men of supreme courage would have undertak-
en such a hazardous enterprise. Whether it was possible
to pass through the canyon under any circumstances was
uncertain, for up to that time no man had done so.

But this party of fearless men plunged into the
unknown recesses of the greatest chasm that mars the
face of mother earth. The dangers and difficulties en-
countered and overcome, as the explorers felt their way
slowly down the canyon, were well nigh insurmountable.
Yet they passed all of them in safety until they reached a
point almost due south of St. George, Utah, where the
Shevwits Plateau pushed out, forcing the Colorado off to
the south, in what is locally known as the Horse Shoe Bend.
At this point a rapid was encountered which appeared to
some members of the party to be impassable. ;

Mr. O. G. Howland declared, ‘I shall go no farther
down this turbulent river. I feel that it’s impossible to
navigate our boats in safety over the rapid that lies ahead
of us. We shall all be drowned if we make the attempt.
It’s a wonder that we haven’t been swallowed by these
rushing waters before now.”

Major Powell replied, “We’ll take our boats to shore
and hold a council. I’m interested in learning the opinion
of the other members of the party.”

At the council Howland suggested, ‘It is my opinion
that the expedition should be abandoned. We can make
an attempt to reach the settlements to the north by scaling
the canyon walls and traveling overland. I think that
when the government officials receive our report, they
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will realize that it is impossible to navigate this wicked
stream.”

Another member of the party remarked, “Some of
us agree with Howland. It would be suicidal to attempt
to go farther.”

The one-armed leader replied, “We’re very near the
end of the hazardous undertaking that the government
has assigned us. I for one would be ashamed to return to
Washington and announce that we had failed. We've
crossed other rapids as large as this one. I honestly feel
that what we have done before can be done again, since
we can profit by our previous experiences. Men, we must
have courage!’

Some of them still desired to abandon the undertak-
ing, and others, while doubtful of the results, were will-
ing to follow the Major wherever he would lead.

After pacing up and down the sandy bank of the
river throughout the entire night, Major Powell an-
nounced to his companions: “I have come to the conclu-
sion that the expedition is going to proceed down stream,
in harmony with the assignment given us by the federal
government. Each of you is to decide for himself whether
or not he continues with the expedition.”

Silence fell over the small group of explorers. Finally
0. G. Howland said, “Major Powell, I for one refuse to
accompany you any farther.”

“I shall go with my brother,” Seneca Howland re-
marked.

“Major, you can count me in with the Howland
brothers,” said William H. Dunn.

The three of them took their rifles and a shotgun,
believing that they could supply themselves with game
sufficient for food until they reached the settlements
in southern Utah.

The Howland brothers and Dunn stood on a ledge
of rock far above the water and waved adieu to their
comrades as Powell’s company drifted slowly down to-
ward the dangerous rapid. These three men were never
seen again by white men. After ascending the cliffs to
the rim of the canyon, and thence traveling overland to
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an Indian village, they were ambushed and killed by some
of the same natives who had entertained them.

However, Major Powell and his party of explorers

completed their trip through the Grand Canyon in safety.
Arriving at the mouth of the Rio Virgin on August 30,
1869, they left the Colorado River and traveled overland
more than 300 miles to Salt Lake City. They then re-
turned to Washington to report to the government the
results of their wonderful exploit.

-
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PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

. Describe the Grand Canyon of the Rio Colorado.
. Tell the story of Rufus Allen’s expedition along the Colorado River.
. Why did the government send Lieutenant Joseph C. Ives to explore the

Colorado River?

How far up the river did Ives travel in the “Explorer”?

What was the main result of George A. Smith’s report on his explor-
ing expedition in the Colorado River region?

Give an account of Anson Call’s activities on the Rio Colorado.

. What brought about Jacob Hamblin’s numerous explorations of the Rio

Colorado?

. Tell the story of Major John Wesley Powell’s trip down the Colorado

River.

. Give a statement identifying: William Bringhurst, John D. Lee, O. G.

Howland, William H. Dunn.

. Define: Boulder Dam, Lake Mead, Mormon Mecca, “Explorer,” Lee’s

Ferry, “Deseret Mercantile Association.”

. Place on your map of Utah: Colorado River, Las Vegas, Fort Yuma,

Beal’s Crossing, Cedar City, Virgin River, Fort Mojave, Boulder Dam,
Black Canyon. (See map on page 415)
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CHRONOLOGY TO UNIT III

Salt Lake, Cache, Weber, and Tooele valleys
are explored by Utah pioneers

Samuel Brannan is the first Mormon to travel
from San Francisco to Salt Lake City over
the “Northern Route.”

Jefferson Hunt and others are the first Utahns
to go over the “Southern Route” from Salt
Lake City to California

Mormon Battalion members bring first wagon
to Salt Lake City over ‘“Southern Route.”

Large party of gold seekers meet disaster in
Death Valley

Parley P. Pratt leads the expedition of South-
ern Exploring Company

Captain Howard H. Stansbury explores north-
ern Utah

Lieutenant John W. Gunnison and companions
are massacred by Indians

Rufus Allen explores Rio Colorado

Lieutenant Joseph C. Ives explores the Colo-
rado River by boat as far as Black Canyon

George A. Smith visits Colorado River region

Anson Call explores the Rio Colorado and
builds a warehouse at Call’s Landing

Major John Wesley Powell sails down the Rio
Colorado through the Grand Canyon
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Chapter 18
THE FIRST YEAR IN UTAH
THE FIRST MONTH

The July sun poured down its blistering rays upon
the pioneer camp at City Creek in the Salt Lake Va e{.
Nature had not supplied shade for the newcomers. In
fact, only two or three lone cottonwood trees dotted the
barren landscape. The canvas coverings stretched across
the bows of their wagon boxes gave them some shade. But
since their vehicles were no longer in motion, the heat of
the sun increased the temperature under the canvas
coverings, nearly stifling the women and children.

In every direction from camp stretched acres and
acres of gray sage, casting upward a dreary haze on the
horizon. To the westward the bottomlands were beds of
alkali. Among the sage brush were prickly pears, cheat
grass, and thistles. They too, withered through lack of
moisture and the burning rays of the sun, helped to give
the landscape a more desolate appearance.

Mice and rats soon made their appearance at camp
by the hundreds. And crickets, millions of big ugly fat
ones, swarmed on the scant vegetation. Wherever the
pioneers went, they stepped upon those ‘“black Philis-
tines.”

“Brigham, we can’t live in this valley. We'll all
starve to death. Mice and rats crawled over me in my tent
last night like lice. It seemed as if there were a thousand
of them.”

“The crickets will eat all our gardens up.”

“Nonsense, brethern! We’ll make this desert blos-
som like a rose.”

Although he was pale and weak from his sickness,
the leader walked through camp, giving his people a pic-
ture of what this land would be like in a few years. Those
who labored he praised; those who were discouraged he
rebuked.

“Do you really think this land will grow anything?”’
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“Yes,” Brigham replied, “it will grow everything
that will grow upon the earth’s surface at this latitude.
We shall make this basin a garden spot of the earth.”

Few were able to resist their leader’s enthusiasm.
Life was engendered in the men as he strode among them.
Shovels and picks were siezed, teams harnessed and plows
set to the earth. The camp was transformed into a group
of busy men, singing as they labored, like boys in a strange
and new playground.

Day after day the little pioneer group resembled
honeybees busily at work. Some members of the camp
were sent into the canyons in search of timber. Reports
were brought back that timber was scarce. Others took
wagons to the Great Salt Lake and brought back hundreds
of pounds of salt to the pioneer camp. And each of the
others worked at jobs which were essential to the estab-
lishing of homes.

Around the camp fires in the evenings, the men
caught Brigham’s faith as he planned and dreamed and
laid before them the outline of their immediate and future
activities. Here was a great leader, organizing his group
to build an empire in a frontier desert.

“We shall lay a city out on this spot in blocks of ten
acres each with streets running at right angles, and the
streets shall be eight rods wide,” Brigham stated. “The
illarl?e of our settlement shall be the City of the Great Salt

ake.”

On August 2, 1847, Orson Pratt, the engineer, and
Henry A. Sherwood, beginning at the southeast corner
of the Temple Block, began the survey of the city. At that
base line they calculated latitude, longitude, and altitude
with an exactness which has caused modern surveyers
to marvel. In fact, when government officials were sur-
veying the entire mountain area, they adopted Pratt’s
base line as the base meridian line for their surveys.

While one group of men were clearing the sagebrush
from the land and plowing, another body of men built a
road into the canyon, another cut timber, and a fourth
erected a tentative building for church services. This
structure was a great arbor or bowery, composed of poles,
covered with grass and brush. In this open air structure
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sermons were preached, dramas presented, and dances
held, until the pioneers had time to construct a more de-
sirable and permanent building.

A huge stockade or fort for defense against Indians
was also under construction. The walls of the enclosure
were made of sun-dried bricks (adobes) while cabins,
attached to the inner side of the ten acre inclosure, were
composed of logs. Each house had a loophole facing the
outside and a door and window facing the interior. The
roofs slanted slightly inward, and were made of brush
covered with earth. Before the end of the first month in the
valley, twenty-seven log houses were completed and others
were under construction.

This stockade is known as the Old Fort. It stood
three blocks south and three west of the Temple Block on
a plot known today as Pioneer Park.

Later in the fall two additional ten acre blocks were
stockaded in a manner similar to the Old Fort. They
joined the original structure, one on the north and the
other on the south. The pioneers named one the North
Fort and the other the South Fort. On the east and west
sides of each of them hung heavy gates, which were
locked at night.

While many built, others plowed and planted, or du
canals to water the crops. Orin Porter Rockwell hunte
wild game to supply the group with food. All day long
blacksmiths hammered, shoeing oxen, repairing axles
and setting wagon tires. Lime kilns were smoking,
masons and carpenters working, and piles of timber wait-
ing to be used. A teeming village existed in the sagebrush
where three or four weeks before only Indians, rattle-
snakes and wild animals could be found.

In fact, these hardy frontiersmen had already plowed
eighty-four acres of land, and planted it to corn, beans,
potatoes, turnips,-buckwheat, and several different kinds
of vegetables. The crop they harvested, however, was
rather small owing to the lateness of the season when the
planting was done. Yet their experiment in planting was
successful, as it demonstrated to them that crops could
be grown in a country which was generally believed to be
worthless.
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“We shall be on our way today, Brother Brigham,”
replied Benson. And by noon of that day (August 2, 1847)
four horsemen waved adieu to their friends in the pioneer
camp as they rode swiftly eastward. A column of dust
marked their trail as they galloped into the deep, shady
gorge of Emigration Canyon from whence the pioneer
band had emerged only a week before.

Brigham’s intention was to take half of the men of
the pioneer band and most of the wagons and teams back
to Winter Quarters before winter set in. These would
be needed for the removal of other Saints to Utah the fol-
lowing spring. The remainder of the men were to stay in
Utah and continue the construction of the fort prepara-
tory for the immigrants who should arrive that fall.

Uncle John Smith, the Prophet Joseph’s uncle, was
left in charge of the colony in Utah. He, a high council,
and two apostles—Parley P. Pratt and John Taylor—
governed the Saints until the return of Brigham Young
the following year. They were strong men, capable of
directing the affairs of the pioneers in their new home.

The first company selected to return to Winter
Quarters, consisting of 70 men, left the Mormon Mecca
on August 17. Nine days later, and only one month after
arriving in Utah, Brigham Young and the apostles started
on their return journey to the “Camps of Israel” on the
Missouri River. Brigham’s company consisted of 108
men.

To those who remained in the valley, the Mormon
chief spoke from his wagon just before the departure. He
warned them—as a father would warn his children—to
be on guard against Indians and disease, to be industrous,
to love one another, and to remember God.

Strong and brave men stood listening to their leader.
Tears were in their eyes. Brigham, a little overcome with
emotion himself, paused and then said: “Men, we have to
build a kingdom here. This is no time to be afraid. I must
go back; and you must stay here and plant and reap next
summer so that we’ll have food the next winter.”

Farewells were said. With many letters and mes-
sages for the wives, children, and sweethearts of those
left behind, the caravan moved eastward, wending its wav
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into Emigration Canyon and out of sight of the
who remained in Utah. g group

The pioneers eastward bound for Winter Quarters
met at the Big Sandy River on September 4 the first of the
ten other Mormon companies that were crossing the plains
that season. Parley P. Pratt was in charge. Two days
later, John Taylor’s and Joseph Horne’s companies were
encountered on the Sweetwater.

Here, while the men cut down brush and constructed
a bowery, the women unpacked their dishes and table
linen and secretly prepared a feast for the Twelve Apos-
tles and the eastbound pioneer band. The diet of these
men for days had been composed primarily of dried fish
which they had brought with them from Utah. Therefore,
when they gazed upon rows of tables, laid with snowy
white linens, and burdened with fruits, jellies, white
bread, cakes and wild meats, the hungry men thought
perhaps a mirage of the kind they had seen while crossing
the desert had appeared before them. But the food was
real and delicious. Never had men eaten more and had
food tasted better.

After the feast was concluded, strains of music
sounded sweetly on the night air. A full moon and the
camp fires flooded the cove where the Saints had gathered.
The men sought partners from among the loveliest
women, and a merry time was enjoyed by the pioneers in
dancing. At the end of two or three hours of wholesome
amusement, a long-bearded elder in a deep voice prayed
and the emigrants retired to their beds.

The next morning at seven o’clock camp was broken.
Brigham Young’s group went eastward toward Winter
Quarters, and hundreds of men, women and children re-
iqun(lied their journey westward toward their promised
and.

MIGRATION OF 1847

The companies which Brigham Young met arrived
in Utah in September and October. Also, in October, some
Battalion members who had received their discharge in
July at Los Angeles, arrived in Salt Lake. They came to
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Utah by the way of the Sacramento Valley and the Hum-
boldt River route.

With the arrival of the Battalion group, the total
number of immigrants to reach Utah in 1847 was 2,095.
But only 1,671 of them remained throughout the winter
The other 324 returned to Winter Quarters to join their
families and make preparations to bring them to the
valley of the Great Salt Lake.

FIRST WINTER IN SALT LAKE CITY

By the fall of 1847, nearly 1,700 people had gathered
in the Salt Lake Valley with the intention of remaining
there throughout the winter. The food which they ha
brought with them from Winter Quarters was going fast,
and there was no way to replenish it. Would these brave
frontiersmen starve to death before a harvest season
arrived?

A public meeting was called to see what could be done.
While carefully considering the problems of how to avert
starvation, one of the group suggested, ‘“As long as there
is a pound of flour left in the community, I move that we
do not let anyone starve. A committee can be appointed to
gather the food supplies that each of us have in our own
homes; and then the food can be rationed to the people.”
The group agreed to the foregoing suggestion, and Bishop
Edward Hunter was placed in charge of the rationing
committee.

But even with the most careful saving and rationing,
hardly any food was left in the Salt Lake Valley by the
time spring arrived. The hunger of many was really in-
tense. Fortunately, however, the Indians told the settlers
about the roots of the beautiful sego lily which adorned the
Utah hills. These were used for food. Men, women, and
children spent hours on the hillsides digging sego roots.

In appreciation of the great value received from this
plant in the time of dire need, the sego lily was made the
Utah State Flower by legislative enactment in 1911.

Watercress and roots of weeds were also used for
food. John R. Young, a Utah pioneer of 1847, described
these pioneer conditions as follows:
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“By the time the grass began to grow the famine had
waxed sore. For several months we had no bread. Beef,
milk, pig-weeds, segoes, and thistles formed our diet. I
was the herd boy, and while out watching the stock, I used
to e:;tt thistle stalks until my stomach would be as full asa
cow’s.

“At last the hunger was so sharp that father took
down the old bird—pecied ox-hide from the limb; and it
was converted into most delicious soup, and enjoyed by
the family as a rich treat.”

Scarcity of food was not the only discomfort that the
pioneers experienced. As the winter snows melted and
the spring rains came, fine streams of water leaked
through the dirt roofs of their log cabins. Umbrellas were
held over the women while they cooked and over the babies
as they slept. What little foodstuffs remained were
gathered into the center of the rooms and protected by
throwing buffalo skins over them.

But more annoying than the rains were the numerous
mice and rats. These rodents swarmed into the fort by
the hundreds. Frequently fifty or sixty mice had to be
caught and killed before the family could sleep.

But the Saints were not discouraged. Religious serv-
ices were held regularly. The preachers talked of the
gathering of Israel and the redemption of Zion, and held
out a hope of eternal life in the Celestial glory to those who
loved the Lord and kept his commandments. Joy and
gladness were in their midst. The laughter of children
was heard. Grown folk danced and enjoyed each other’s
friendship. And all this was because they felt that God’s
approval had been given to what they were doing—build-
ing His kingdom in Zion. Privations, scarcity of food and
clothing, and the hardships of pioneer life, could not break
down the spirits of the founders of Utah and make them
hopeless.

BRIGHAM YOUNG RETURNS TO UTAH

During the summer of 1848, President Brigham
Young directed a large migration from Winter Quarters
to Utah. The emigrants came in three main companies;



THE FIRST YEAR IN UTAH 179

the first under Brigham Young, the second under Heber
C. Kimball, and the third under Willard Richards. The
first party contained 1,229 members, the second, 772, and
Richard’s group numbered 526. They arrived in Salt Lake
City early in the fall.
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SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS—CHAPTER 18

. ngtne’y, Popular History of Utah, pages 37-47, “Shores of the Inland
ea.”
. Neff, History of Utah, pages 89-106, “The Dawn of Civilization in the

Great Basin.”

. Bzullcrt’_;f;,s4 fgiﬁtory of Utah, pages 265-287, “In the Salt Lake Valley,
. John Henry'Evans, The Story of Utah, pages 52-72, “Hunger and the

Gaunt Wolf.”
References are also supplementary to Chapter 19.

PROBLEMS AND ACTIVITIES

. Describe the adverse living conditions of the pioneers during the first

year in Utah.

. Make a list of the various tasks that the colonists undertook soon after

arriving in the Salt Lake Valley.

. List one important thing mentioned in the chapter about each of the

following men: Orson Pratt, Henry A. Sherwood, Brigham Young,

Orin Porter Rockwell, Ezra T. Benson, Uncle John Smith, John Tay-

lrczg',hEddward Hunter, John R. Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard
ichards.

. Define: Old Fort, Pioneer Park, Temple Block, adobes.
. Tell the story of the return trip of Brigham Young and company to

Winter Quarters.

. How many people came to Utah in 1847, and how many remained here

that winter?

. Write a short description about the pioneers’ first winter in the Salt

Lake Valley.



Chapter 19
SEA GULLS AND CRICKETS
THE CRICKETS

When spring arrived in 1848—the f