
THE PLACE OF THE MORMONS IN T HE 
RELIGIOUS EMIGRATION OF BRITAIN, 18i0·1860• 
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G ltBAT BRITAIN u_nderwent the r-ather mortifying experient;e o f 
witnessing the voluotary exodus of approximately 17.000,000 of 
her citizens within the ceotury betweeo the eod of the Napoleonic 
and the beginning of the world wars. The phenomeo.al aspects of 
the movement appear In even more bold relief when it Is re8ected 
that the entire population of the United Kingdom was less than 
21.000.000 in 1821, and ooly 15.000.000 io 1911: therefore .. the 
number leaving during the century following 1815 was n early 
equal to the kiogdom's population In 1815, and all this at a time 
when Britain was assumed to be the wealthiest. most prosperous, 
and mosc powerful country In the world. Perhaps the economic 
instabjJity and confusion wrought by the indusLrial and sdentiBe: 
revolutions and the closely allied political discontent stimulated 
the greatest oumbe.rs to forsake their homeland. but the social and 
religious incentive also played a dominant role in fostering and 
direcring the outwaxd Row. 

Religion had be«n a major factor in the English «nttgration 
o f the seventeenth century, and while Brita.Jn created few rcli· 
gious rdugees in the eighteenth cutuf"y. the spidtual stimu]u$ of 
Methodism encouraged many ministers of that and other crusad-­
ing faiths to emigrate to the colonies lor the purpose of teaching 
and preaching. The noturnl assumption that religious beliefs wert: 
the cause for very few British departures in the nineteenth century 
falls to weigh th~ i.nOue.nce religion exerted over eatly Vic;torian 
Britain, an era which not only produced religious lee~dets Hke 
Newman. Manning. Maurice, Kingsley. and Chalmers. but also 
allowed for the conversion and emigration of thousands of Moe .. 
mons. Normally. reJigious and economic motives were so chor ... 
ougbly merged that they became lndeJlnable £orces witltin a 
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complex movement. Catholics and non-conformists were inclined 
to llnk Anglican landlords. schoob, and t!t.bes with thdr eoonomlc 
perplexltlts. British Leuer-day Sain,.. were thrilled at the pros• 
pect of having religious equality and economic opportunity In 
what was to them a aeml-fabulous America. 

Brillsh Catholics, starting in the seventeenth century at the 
time of the colonization of Maryland aod Pe.nnsylvania, consti­
tuted en important element Jn North Ame:rlean immigration. Later, 
In 1767, the lnnda of Prince Edward lelond were allotted to sixty· 
aeven proprietors who sent out Scottish Highlanders, mostly of 
the Catholic faith, to the new territory. Cape Breton Island, tbe 
northern fringe of Nova Scotia, and parts of Canada were also 
settled chlefty by Catholic Scots. By the nineteenth century, 
British Catholic e,migrants were prlmarUy of lrlsh descent who. 
Rndlng conditions depressed In British cities, rc-e,migrated to 
North America, but occasionally persons of the faith {rom an old 
Engll1h gentry family also leh.' 

Essentially on Irish organization, but also publicized and 
presented to the poorer Catholics In England. the Roman Catholic 
Emigration Society. fostered by Daniel O'Conntl In 18'13, 
planned to purchaae a tract of land In the United States, prepare 
It for occupation. nnd then settle It with United Kingdom Cath· 
ollcs. Having more the earmarks of a land agent's scheme than 
of a philanthropic venture, the project was generally ignored in 
Englond.• 

Writing In 1818 after a trip to the United States. Sarah 
Mytton Maury, an English lady of the upper middle class and 
a most ordent Catholic, strongly urged English adherents of the 
faith to emigrate. Becoming well acquainted with the Catholic 
Bishop of Ntw York and meeting numt.rous othu Amr.rican 
church and governmental officials. lndudlng President Polk, Mn. 
Maury was conftdent that English Catholics would 6nd both an 
economic futurr. and religious freedom in An:ttrica.• A wtdely 
traveled and polished Englishman. Richard Beste, who with his wile 
and twelve children moved to the American backwoods on the Wa· 
bash Rivtr, devoled a sl:eable part of his two~volu.mt work to 
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a discussion of Catholic emigration. Even during the early Oftiea, 
when Know-Nothingism was at ita height. Bette tOld bls Engliah 
readers that no religious distlnctiona embittered social Inter• 
course and no dominant clergy controlled the Ianda In America. 
Conceding that some religious bigotry did exist In eastern titles. 
he explained thai It was only an offshoot of Presbyterianism, 
and generally originated from the Insulting attitude tloat uHdu­
cated Catholics had taken. Por educated EngliJh Catholic gentle• 
men with some money and a stnK of duty and responsibility. 
western America was recommendod as the land of liberal feelings 
aud tlnandal opportunities.' A strongly biased Scottish journal 
Inadvertently showcd that many people followed the recommenda­
tion of Maury and Beste by Ita allegation thot the common 
morality of America was btlng weakened becouse of thc large 
number of Cothollcs emigrating from Britain.' 

Jewish emigrat.lon. like that of other religions, wos prlmarlly 
a personal motter: however, The Jewish Ladies Bencvolent Loan 
and Visiting Soclcty did form an emigration committee which in 
1853 discussed with Colonial Office representatives plana for 
young female dcparturu.' But not until 1he turn of the century 
did the Jewish Board of Guardians and the Jewish Em!grat.lon 
Society begin to provide extensive emigration asslst4nce. 

Inasmuch •• thc Church of England had a cou!sten<e with 
thot of thc st4te. a d!Jtlnctlon between the actlv!tlu of the 
church. the government, and Anglknn humanitar!ana w., not 
always dearly drawn. The Society for Promoting of Chciotlan 
Knowledge and The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
In Porelgn Parta were essentially Church of England organiza­
tions, but by thdr operation on a brood national scale, and tn 
their assistance to all British emlgrnnt~. they actually performed 
as a nonsectarian organh:atron. Somewhat more limitfll in its 
functions was the Colonial Church Sodety which attempted, 
with some success, to Impress upon members of the Anglican 
faith the desirability of seeking out Episcopal p.,tOrs aftu 
arrival In the United Statu.' Supporting the Kndtng out of 
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female needleworkers and s.lopworktts from London, and pro­
posing that Poor Law GuarclJans be given power to llnance tbe 
passage of gre:a.ter numbers, The Quarterly Educational Magazine 
of the Home and Colonial School Society. and The Colonial 
Church Chronicle a.nd Missionary Journal. founded in the latt 
1810's, were examples of the close affinity between religion and 
oationnlis.m. 

Surely at thJs crisis. and at such an epoch. the Church 
of England has a duty to perform. She cannot and ought 
not to <egard with indifference the spread of the Anglo­
Sa.xon race over the earth, not carelng what becomes of 
her children when they go forth to found future king­
doms.• 

In the summer of 1855, an association was formed in London 
with tbe object of keeping the persons wl>o went to tbe United 
States within tbe church. Led by H. Caswall, D. D., of Wiltshire, 
and supported by clergymen of Somersetshire and otber west coun­
try cou.ntits. the organization hoped to secu_re about £500 pe.r year 
from Church of England members to be used to occasionally 
asstst and. in all possible cases, to maintain correspondence with 
Anglicans who planned to emigrate. Through close contact with 
the American Episcopal Church, the society's executive committee 
was to appoint In New York. Boston. Philadelphia, and other 
American port cities agents who were to receive from the English 
secretary certified lists of Anglican members known to tb~ a.ssoda· 
tion to be proceeding to America. Episcopal agents at the pOets 
could thereby better look after the temporal and spiritual Interests 
of both their church and the emigrants. Amuican clergymen wert 
enthuslastlc and laudatory In their praise of the project: howover. 
owing to lack of support and tbe Crimean War actlvltles in Eng­
land, the plan faiJe:d ro materialize.10 

Re.Ugfous opposition to emigration was directed primnrily 
against the exodus to America: church officials poi.nted out that 
the large number of English going to that count:ry was an a.larming 
politica l as well as religious development. Many clergymen, cspe• 
dalJy those going to Canada. we.r~ caustic in denou.nting the 

'James Cedi W ynttr, ''Hints on Church Coloa1tatioo," T~ Colonlal Chun!la 
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United States.. Confusing religion with nationality, a not uncom­
mon practice. Rtve.rend A. Rose, a Ca.nad.ian immigrant. wrote: 

Give me I say the c:ross.enblazon<d Hag of my gradous 
liege lady Her Most Excellont Majesty Queen Victoria 
for my governm~t. or 1 cannot be content: and I think 
he who prefers the "stars," rightly deserves to have 
the "stripes" Into the bargain." 

Not all clergymen relished seeing their commun.ities depopulated 
even whe.n the em_igrants were going to the colonies; consequently. 
f.n 1818, Dr. Burnett. Vicar of Bradford, counseled his parishioners, 
as well as governmental offidals, to adopt local land settlement 
programs.12 

Probably more nonconformists partidpated in emigration than 
persons from all other faJths combined. As early as 1810 the 
Protestant Emigration Society of Glasgow charged thef.r member 
in Parliament, James Oswald, with the responsthillty of presenting 
thcir petltJons £or government ard. and the following year the. 
Fi<st Glasgow Protestant Canadian Emigration Society contacted 
the Colonial Office for the same purpose. •• Later, in 1816. Thomas 
Rawlings, resident of Liverpool and New York. addrused a 
letter to the clergy of the United Kingdom in which he told dis· 
se.nting ministers that they possessed the. power to make their 
parishioners happy by merely encouraging them to emigrate, and 
that the Britillb Protective Emigration Society of New York was 
ready to help the migrants onee they bad crossed the Atlantic." 
More tangible evidence of nonconformist activity was the banding 
together of local groups like th.e Dissenters' Mutual Friendly 
Coloni:ting Society. whereby mtmbers gave organized assistance 
to one another while travtHng and after arrival. The projects 
invariably faiJed if a cooperatlv~ land settlement scheme was in .. 
eluded." 
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Lewis, a Prubytcrlan minbtu, recommended to Scotsmt.-n tha·t 
they could avoid starvation by crossing the Atlantic to a land 
whtre they wue urg~lly needed and deslred." Although parties 
of Methodlsta from Yorkshire had settled with govunm~tal sanc­
tion nea r pres~t-day Nappan. Moccnn. and Amherst. Nova 
Scotlo nnd &ckville. New Brunswick between 1772-74, the gov­
ernment did not respond when In 1811 the Glasgow Wesleyan 
Emigrodon Society uquutr.d assistance.'' Me.thodlst pastors. 
emphnslzlng the favoroble UP«lS of the United S"'tes. polrlted 
out that she wu a rdlgious and political oft' spring of Britain and 
therefore o propitious emigration Odd." Joseph Gurney of the 
Society of Prlends. after spending three ye.ars teaching and 
preaching In America. latled to recomme.nd it for settlement cvw 
though It w3S lntu augguted that the Qua kers. having been so 
succ·tssful ln earlier tmlgratJon efforts. should attempt a new e.z:. 
pcd.me..ot." 

Overshadowing other rdlglonJ In both evangelical fervor and 
organJ:atfona.l ncumen WAI the emigration program of the Cbuttb 
of Juus Christ o( Latter-day Saint.. As early as May 27. I &40. 
the Latter-day Solnts Millennia/ Star started publication In Man­
chester and the next year. about a decade after its original printing 
In America. the Book of Mormon was first produced In England. 
By the summer of 1810. the Mill<nna.J Sur was reporting Monnoo 
departuru. and the American mlulonarieo, who bad flrst arrived 
In Britain In July. 1837, laid the groundwork for a plan which 
matured Into one o( the largest oystematiud religious migrations 
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In the history o( the Btftlah Isles.•• In June. 1810. M Initial cadre 
o( forty-one. and about three months later. two hundred more 
Mormon emigrants sailed for New York: the sea voyage was only 
the lirst link In their journey to the Salnto new home at Nauvoo. 
IIUnoia. Parties were accompanied by American church agents 
or old and ruponslble British converts. who managed all business 
transactions and personally supervised the groups while travding. 
Families not possessing sufRdent means to complete the journey 
to Nauvoo were advised to stop In Buffalo. New York. Kirtland. 
Ohio. or nearby areas untll they we.re Bnandally able to move on 
west. Many who adopted the 1uggestlon later proceeded to 
Nau\"00, while: othus ne.vu ruumed tbd.r journey. 

Partieo. some of which exceeded two hundred persons. prin· 
dpally from the Pruton and Manchester dlstrictl. saUed from 
Uverpool In early 1811. and later In the year the church stationed 
an agent at the port tn superintend the Rtting out of companies 
and to pn:nect emigrants from victlmi:ation while waiting to sail. 
SaW!er groups leaving from Herefordshlre and adjocent counties 
were embarking ot Bristol or from farther up the Severn at Sharp­
ness Point." By late summer. 1811. consldentble cutioslty and 
anxlety bad been aroused In the west country 

by the departure of great numbua of deluded country 
people (Mormonltes). old and young. for the ··New 
Jerusalu.-· In America. Some of the unfortunate dupes 
. . . have broken up comfortable establlshmentl at 
home.. •. . •• 

In most journals, duogatory r~arkJ: wert tht rult rathu than. 
the exception when referring to Mormon emigration. Claiming to 
have visited Nauvoo. returning <migrantl told fanciful stories 
which grew wftb circulation of Its un(r!endliness, chaotic aoclal 
ayst~. economic austerity. and general mismanagemtnl." but 
appart.ntly neither missionary naJ nor the ecnfgration incentive 
was arrtsted by the opposition. 

Starting In 1841. the travtlltlnernry was changed !rom Ntw 
York to New Orltans because river transporu.Hon from the 
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lattor port 10 the oettlement was con•lderably cheaper than the 
overland route from the 1\tlantlc, ond alao, os )ouph Smith was 
constantly urging the establishment of manufacturing industries, 
he desired the English oporotlves and craftsmen to come dl~ctly 
to Nauvoo. However. after his assassination In ISH, Brltlah 
Mormons were odvlsed agnJn to anil for Atlantic ports and settle 
in eastern fndustrlal dttes. Jnter eomlng west as job openings eould 
be provided for them. Bronches of the church were established In 
eastern dties to mlnlster to the member$ until they moved wuL 

With the abandonment of Nauvoo and the beginning of the 
weatword trek In February, 1816, British departures were diBCOn• 
tlnued, Records of ship sailings Indicated thot approximately 
1,750 pcraons In dl•llnct Mormon groups hod left England;" how• 
evt.r. the most authoritative Ogur:ts are quesUonable as e.ndgradon 
letters ohen directed friends to come with the Latte<-day Saints 
ns the cheaput and most satisfactory moans of traveling." On the 
other hond, clnlms were mode that the cleanliness, regularity. and 
moral deportme.nt of the Saint.• while aboard ship cnused many 
conversions at sea. Por example. while the Olympus was between 
Uverpool and New OrltMS in 1851, Bfty persons were added to 
the church, and during an 1853 voyage, forty-eight became con· 
vuta." 

1\s early as Moy, I MI. the usunlemlgratlon practices adopted 
by the Saints were noticed. Boarding off their section of the ship, 
they song Psalms. knitted, and kept happy and proBtably employed 
while at sea. Always well Rued out for the journey. they some· 
time~ had so mu(h equipment that It was necessary to sell or 
abandon clot.hlng and tools before moving inland from American 

.. Jamu LJnforth. rd.. Route P,om l.ii.ICrROOI to Gn:at S.lt We V.rttg 
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ports." A few years later ~n the Britlsh government rccognited 
the superiority of the Mormon emigration methods. Elder S. W . 
Richards was called before the Select Commhlee inquiring into 
coodlUons aboard ..Ugrant ships. which :mt In 185t. aod asked to 
explain, for the benefit of the committee the op<.ratioo of the Mor­
mon syst~." 

After the suspension of emigration In early 1816. English 
plans were quickly Initiated for water r.ranspon to San Pranruco, 
but American elders in Britain, hopiog to forestall further de­
partures uotil a new settlement had been decided upon. encouraged 
the EngUsb Mormons to appeal to the Queen for emigration 
assistance. A " Memorial to the Queen for 1he Relltf. by Emigra­
tion. of a Portion of Her Poor Subjtcts" was drawn up odvocatl.ng 
that settlauent in some portion of Britaln.'s vocant territory wa.s 
the only possible means of relief. Vancouve.r lsla.nd or the Oregon 
country was thought to be ideal; thelr population would eventually 
cnatc a comme.rce suffident to repay the. gove.rnme.nt lor the 
original expense of transporting the emigrants, open up the China 
tradt. and help preserve British Interests against the expaaditlg 
incllnatlons of the United States.,. Afttr aignatures were at­
tached, the instrument measured 168 feet In length and was 
purporttd to contain nearly 13,000 names. Copies were widely 
distributed to membeta of Parliament. government otlkials. aod 
other lnOucntlal individuals. Mormon officials claimed that il 
Parliament would grant them land In the colonlu aod give them 
tran.sportation assistance, 20.000 person• from aU trades wue 
arutlous to depart. Lord John Rusaell. u head of the ministry, 
acknowledged receipt of the petition without comment, and al­
though considerable correspondence was conducted with other 
members of the Commons. neither the govtrnment nor Parliament 
took action. 

In a letter £rom Thomas D. Brown to John Bowring. M. P .• 
elated Pe.bruary II, 1817. Brown upln!otd that emigration to 
Vancouver Wood was feasi.ble. as 23i Saints had already landed 
at San Francisco and were anxious to go on to British teuitory. 

"John G14nvtl1c Taylor. Th< U.u.d Sl- ond Cub• (t-doa. 1351 ). m. 
•P•rflamttttMSJ Pq<:r .. HOU$1r ol COIMIOM RtP.9I1 11'0«1) the Sc.ka C:O... 
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On April I. 1817, Elder Orson Spencer. presiding over a meeting 
of the Engllsh Saints, told them that Vancouver was the gather­
Ing place for aU Mormons. and that the English Saints should 
prepare to go there and not to any other spot in North America.'• 

Late in 1817, when the Great Salt Lake Valley was fixed 
upon as the Saints' home. an order was lssu.ed from America 
dirtcting emigration to be reopened by way of New Orleans, and 
the Mississippi and Missouri rivers to Coundl Bluffs, Iowa, 
whue preparations could be made for the last part of the jouzney. 
Emigration had been restrained only with dilficu.lty dudng 1846-
47 so that with the lifting of the ban coming as a new depression 
settled over England. latge numbers desiied to leave. 

Wales was an especiaJJy fertUt: OeJd for Mormon conversions. 
ln the northern portions of the country, the emigrants proceeded 
diiectly to Liverpool. while devotees from Carm&Ithenshire, 
Brecknockshire. and Glamorga.nshire: took sb.ips at Swansea for 
Liverpool where they joined larger parties. Dan jones. brother of 
the famous Welsh prtacher. led out one such g<oup of prosperous 
farmers In early 18'f9.u Those not possessing sufficient capital 
to reach Salt Lake we.re advised to stop in cities along the way 
(preferably St. Louis) and work before going on to Council 
Bluffs. With continentals generallly coming to Hull. tben cross­
ing England by canal or rail. Liverpool, alter 1852. became the 
Mormon embarkation port for all of Europe. and New Orleans 
continued to se.rve: as their point o£ entry. However, unfavorable 
reports regarding sickness encounte.red on that route led Brigham 
Young to direct in August, 1854, that the Mormon paitles proceed 
instead to Atlantic cities. 

With many persons being too poor to start the voyage, 
and viitually all needing some assistance, the Perpetual Emigra­
tion Fund was founded in 18-49. All or part of an emigrant's 
expenses could be paid by the lund with the understanding that 
those so bene8ted would reimburse the society as soon as they 
became financially able. By 185-4, £6.832 19s. lid .. wbich had 
been used to emigrate nearly 1.700 persons, had been con!J'ibuted 
to the fund in Great Britain, and by the same year, 3-49 additional 
persons had been a, sisted by relatives and ro.rm.er neighbors who 

-Llnfortb. op. c.lt .. <f. 5. 
•The Smlgraflt and Colonial Gazette. Marth 3, 1849. 
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deposited money at Salt Lake which their omlgrnling frlonds 
duw on at the Livt[pool office.u 

As the Pupotual Emigration Pund was not sufficient to 
transport the many clamoring 10 leave Britain. several nddltlonal 
schemes were attempted. A plan was worked out whenby Mor• 
mons with limited funds could pay £10 (£13 olter 1353) In Liver· 
pool and ceceive transportation to Salt Lake. Al!o. during the 
early Jlities. a settlement wa• founded at San Bernardino. Call· 
!omla. with the ho~ of bdngtng the Europeans to San Diego. 
then moving them Inland to Salt Lake. but the experiment proved 
Ull$uccessful. Most novel was the system Inaugurated In 1356. 
by which emigrants and American mlgrants literally walked 
across the plains pushing or puUJng their possession• In small 
handcaru. After a few of the parties wu<. caught In early winter 
snows. and the Mountain Meadows Ma..acre and dilflcultles 
with the United Statu govunment led to furthtr uncutatntiu. 
British <.migration was complettly discontinued for 1858. and less 
enthusiastically resorted to in latu years." Copies of reports 
from the Latter-day Saints• European Publishing and Emlgrat.ion 
Of£ice of i2 Islington Street. Liverpool. Indicated that by Dec<.m• 
bu. 1860. slightly over 29.000 Mormons. of which approxlmatdy 
i.:lOO wue continentals and the rematnder nativu of the United 
Kingdom. had sailed from England." 

Each religion viewed emigration u o meons of hdplng It$ 
membus or of strengthening it# establishment. Though political 
and educational limitations on non-Anglican faiths wue dissolv· 

-Ltaiont.. .,. cl<. a. 9. 
"Rkbann P. S.rtoo. Tlo< Cilg oithe So/nt• ud Amw tlo< Rod<g MoantlllN 

to Coli/...U. (Loadon. 1!61 ). 682. 
Early 1ft ISS&. a rwDOr chat the Saba~ W<~ eotDg to move to tht BriliM 

nonh..-est ltd th~ Cok...aial Of&« to Wcrua c.ow:mor Dou;l.u of VaDCOYv~tr 
Island that ht was aot to &Dow the M onDO&» 10 f'fttff or Mttl~ in the territory N 
a COftl#Ulftl!y, am:J uadu DO ~ Wt:" land ;.raott to be mack 10 tht:ED 
u a group: bowtv~.r. lodivid.....J famllld of tbt faith wut to bt: afonkd all 
the- p:rivi~ta ud opportunitiel of the ar'(:a. P. 0 . S/ 70t. Amtrica: Oomutk. 
Various. 1 SSS. 

Th~ British rumor apparmtly atarUd ftoftl a ltlltr writkn try J, R011b, and 
Kn't to the: Brit:Wl Cocuul at Buffalo. tn whJch ht wuncd that tht MOIUIOCll 
planotd 10 ac:tdt oa tb~ SasbtcMwu RIVrr. ~ lnfonaaUon wu ~tel on 
to Lotd Napitr at Wub.Jngton. then to the hom~ vovt:mmmL P. 0 . S/690. 
Amttla; p,_ l.o<d Noplu, las&. 

One- party_ oi Mormons. while DOt OQdn; to C.ntda. dJd wttlt wtth lhdr 
l~der. Jamu Strang, on Buvu W.nd at tht norlMro t:od of Lekt Mkblg.a. . 

..,-otals compiled (f011) lnJorm.allon In Llnforth, op. dt .. 14·16. 117-20. aad 
Burton. op. clt .. 35$.6J, 
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ing. the American Ideal of complete religious freedom without 
state intederence appealed to many Englishmen. Feeling itself 
to be synonymous with the British empire. the Church of England 
naturally encouraged the expanslon and se.tt]e:ment of the colonies. 
Evangelical dissenters wished to spread the goSPel as they inter­
preted i~ while the Mormons emigrated because they believed 
it was the will of God. 

Tbe ehannel of Saint"s emigration to the land of Zion. 
is now opened. The long-wished for time of gat.hering 
has co<nt. Good tidings from Mount Zion! Tbe resting 
place ollsraellor the last days bas been discovered ...... 

Considering the well-ordered operation of the program and the 
loyalty to original purpose shown by the emigrant.. after their 
arrivaJ in A.rne.ri<:a, the Mormons produced the only successful. 
privately conducted emlgratlon system of the period. 

• Sua tnstructJOM wr:re b:Jutd: to the Mot1l'IOOS o£ lhe Unlttd Kingdom on 
Pohnaty I, IBiS. Unforth. op. dt .. 5. 
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