







































































































































































































































































































































































VOL. XIl. FEBRUARY, 1891. NO. 4.

REMINISCENCES OF WILLIAM C. STAINES.

AMONG the journals and papers of Elder Staines, which we have been
permitted to examine in the preparation of the Church emigration articles,
we found several interesting papers partly prepared for publication. These,
with scarcely any editorial modification, will be given to our readers under
the above heading and they will doubtless be perused with eager
interest.—EDITOR.

| was born on the 26th of September, 1818, at Higham Ferrers,
Northamptonshire, England. Soon after my parents moved to Beddenham,
near Bedford, about forty miles from London. Here | went to school, but did
not learn or study as | should, until my parents became discouraged about
my ever being a good scholar in consequence of my indifference to learn.
At the age of thirteen years, | fell upon the ice while playing, and injured my
spine, which caused my deformity and from which | suffered more or less
pain for twenty years. My father regretted very much that | had no desire to
learn and improve my mind. But weak as | was, | would rather work with
our men in the garden than go to school any day. He told me | would be
sorry for it, and | can truly say that | have been sorry ever since; for, had |
taken his advice | might have been an educated man.

On the 26th of September, 1841, | first heard of Mormonism by hearing
George J. Adams preach. | was convinced it was the true Gospel of Jesus
Christ. | heard several of the Saints speak in tongues and prophesy. Soon
after this | joined the Church, and when confirmed was promised the gifts
and blessings of tongues, interpretation, healing and prophecy. These |
asked for, thinking | could not be a Latter-day Saint without these gifts. |
continued to pray without receiving them, when | concluded | would fast as
well as pray. | commenced that evening and continued two days and three
nights. The third morning while | was pruning raspberry canes and alone in
the garden, | commenced to experience a very happy feeling, and the spirit
of prophecy rested upon me. | prophesied about the Church in that place,



and also of the troubles that the Saints in Zion would encounter by mobs
and so forth. No sooner had this spirit left me than | was visited by a very
different one, informing me that | had been deceived and had not joined the
true church; saying, if | had | should not have been led to speak and
prophesy to a lot of raspberry canes, but should have waited until | had met
with the Saints, that all might be edified. The spirit darkened my mind
considerably for a time, when | concluded | would go into my tool house
and pray. | did so, asking the Lord to rebuke this spirit, which he did. |
nevertheless felt troubled more or less about the doubts which continued to
be in my mind.

A few days after, | was invited to take tea at a friend's house. Apostle
Lorenzo Snow was invited, and while there and alone with Brother Snow, |
asked him whether a person belonging to the Church could have the spirit
of prophecy, in the centre of a forty-acre field, where no one could hear
him." He informed me that John had it while on the Isle of Patmos. He then
asked me why | asked this question. | told him what had occurred. He said
as a proof of its being from the Lord, some time when in meeting the same
spirit would come upon me, and | would repeat the very words | had
spoken when in the garden. This | did two Sundays after. This
strengthened my faith so much that | have never doubted the truth of the
Latter-day work since.

Just before leaving England | visited some friends in Sheffield, and met
with Brother R. Rushton, who was on a mission from Nauvoo. He had been
asked to visit a brother in the Church who was possessed of a devil. This
was the first case of the kind | had heard of being in the Church, and | felt
quite anxious to see the party so afflicted. While reflecting about it, Brother
Rushton asked me to accompany him, which | cheerfully did, and what
transpired | never shall forget. When we entered the room where he was
sitting, he looked around and saw Brother Rushton whom he had met
before, and with a coarse voice said: "So you have come again in the name
of Jesus have you? Well you may come if you have a mind to. | know you
came from Nauvoo where you are building a temple to get your
endowments and more power. Well, get your power; and the more power
you get the more power we'll get." Just as soon as he was through
speaking Brother Rushton laid hands on him and rebuked the evil spirits
that had possession of him, when the brother called out in a loud voice:
"How did you know there was more than one?" Brother Rushton remarked
calmly: "You said we." The brother then said, "We will go but we will come



again." Two days after they did come again, and his wife sent for the
President of the branch who was a very good quiet man. A young traveling
Elder who had a good deal of confidence in himself, was in at the time the
message came and asked the President to let him accompany him and
administer to the brother, who at this time was breaking things in his house.
When they reached the house they found him very much excited. He
quieted a little when they entered, but soon became boisterous again, and
they laid hands upon him, this young man being mouth. No sooner had he
rebuked the spirits, commanding them to depart, than he became quiet and
wished to lay down. But soon after, and when he appeared asleep, the
young Elder said to the parties present, "There, | believed, | could quiet
him." He at this time was sitting upon the side of the bed where the afflicted
man was lying. The brother no sooner heard this remark than he raised
himself up quietly and as soon as he got up, struck this young man such a
blow that he was knocked to the other side of the room. This convinced me
that the brother had better give the Lord the credit for such manifestations.

| will mention another case of laying on of hands which | think will be
interesting to my young brethren. | had often asked the question in my mind
why it was that Elders were to be called to lay hands on the sick. Why
would not one answer? While in St. Louis | called upon an acquaintance,
who was in the Church, and found him quaking with the ague, which he
had had for three weeks. He requested me to administer to him, which |
did, rebuking the disease in the name of the Lord. | afterwards sat down
and asked him how he felt. He informed me that he was healed, that the
chill had left him. He had no sooner said this than | commenced to quake
with a chill. I told him | had got his complaint and wished him to lay hands
on me. He refused saying he had had it for three weeks. This convinced
me of the necessity of having two or more to perform the ceremony.

| arrived in Nauvoo, April 12th, 1843. The next day the Prophet Joseph
preached to us and blessed us. | had seen him in a vision while crossing
the sea; and when | saw him that day he had on the same hat and coat that
| saw him in when at sea. | heard him preach a number of times, and saw
him in and around the city, giving counsel, and | always believed in him
from my first seeing him until his death; that he was the leader of this
dispensation and God Almighty's Prophet. | worked in the Temple while it
was being plastered, having charge of the fires; received my endowments
in January, 1846, and left Nauvoo on the fifth of February, 1846, with the



first company that crossed the river, driving a team in Charles Shumway's
company.

| was six months with the Ponca Indians in the winter of 1846, and eighteen
weeks without bread or vegetables of any kind. During this time | suffered
with the scurvy, having all my right side covered with boils from the size of
a peato a hazel nut, and so close that they touched each other. While
these were gathering | suffered much pain, and when they had broken and
the scabs got hard, | suffered with the most terrible itching, and when
sufficiently healed | would go into some ravine on a sunny day, strip off my
clothes, and with a flat stick scrape off the scabs, at times in sufficient
guantities to fill a quart measure or more. This to me was a great pleasure,
and | often thought that if Job felt as well as | did while performing a like
operation, there was no need of sympathy, he having the advantage over
me in having a potsherd, which was much better for the pupose than my
stick. My stay with these Indians was a very interesting and instructive one,
for it taught me many lessons. | found the Lord was there to hear my
prayers, and notwithstanding my afflictions, | had sufficient strength to my
day.

| reached this Salt Lake Valley September 15th, 1847, and was appointed
to take charge of the endowment rooms in the Council House in January,
1851. | commenced giving endowments February 28th, 1851, and
continued in charge until | was called to go on a mission to England in
December, 1860, where | stayed until 1863.

While upon this mission | received a testimony of the Book of Mormon. |
was speaking to a large congregation, bearing my testimony to the truth of
the Gospel, when | lifted up the Book of Mormon saying: "I know that this
book I hold in my hand—the Book of Mormon—was translated by the
power of God through Joseph Smith, and will go to every naton, kindred,
tongue and people, as a testimony of the truth of the Gospel." This was the
first testimony | had ever had of its truth.

On the Tuesday morning following, about six o'clock, while | was reading
the third chapter of the Second Book of Nephi, | felt a remarkably happy
feeling come over me, such as no one can explain but those who
experience it. Immediately the following was given to me: "Thus saith the
Lord unto you, my servant. | was well pleased with your testimony



concerning the book you now hold in your hand called the Book of Mormon,
for it was given unto you by the gift of faith. Now will | give it unto you by
the power of my Spirit. Thus saith the Lord unto you my servant: That book
you hold in your hand called the Book of Mormon was translated from
plates by the power of my Spirit through Joseph Smith, and shall be a
testimony to every nation, kingdom, tongue and people upon the earth, and
cursed be those who obey not the same; thus says your Lord and your
Redeemer! Amen."

While these words were passing through my mind | fancied | saw the
plates, and as soon as | said amen, (for | was speaking these words aloud)
everything passed from my mind as though | had never spoken, but this
heavenly feeling continued. | should think | remained in this state about a
minute, when | commenced to speak again saying the same words as
before. This | never forgot. | had often wondered how it could be possible
for the Prophet Joseph to need the visitation of an angel three times telling
him the same thing every time. | had thought that if an angel was to visit me
and tell me as much once, | never would forget it. Here | was convinced of
my error.
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CHURCH EMIGRATION.
V.
EARLY AMERICAN EMIGRATION.

A FEW days before the arrival of the Colesville branch in Jackson County, Mo., a
revelation was given through Joseph the Seer, in which the Lord said:

"And now concerning the gathering, let the Bishop and the agent make preparations for
those families (the Colesville branch) which have been commanded to come to this land
as soon as possible, and plant them in their inheritance." (Doc. & Cov., Sec. lvii: 15.)

The Colesville branch selected a place for a settlement on the Big Blue, in Kaw
Township, nearly twelve miles southwest of Independence, and near where Kansas
City now stands. At this place Joseph the Prophet, on the 2nd of August 1831, assisted
the branch to lay the first log for a house "as a foundation for Zion." The log was carried
and placed in position by twelve men, in honor of the twelve tribes of Israel. "At the
same time, through prayer, the land of Zion was consecrated and dedicated for the
gathering of the Saints." Sidney Rigdon offered the dedicatory prayer. On the 3rd of
August the spot for the Temple was dedicated, and on the 4th the first conference was
held in the land of Zion, at the house of Joshua Lewis, in Kaw Township, in the
presence of the Colesville branch. On the 6th, Polly Knight, wife of Joseph Knight, sen.,
of Colesville branch, passed away, being the first member of the Church who died in
Jackson County, and Joseph the Prophet preached her funeral sermon the following
day when she was buried.

The Colesville branch retained its separate branch organization after its location in
Jackson County. Newel Knight was called to preside over the branch, the members of
which were numbered among the most faithful and zealous of the Saints in the land of
Zion.

When Joseph paid a second visit to Jackson County in April, 1832, he made special
mention of the Colesville branch and stated that the members rejoiced with him as the
ancient Saints did with the Apostle Paul. He came twelve miles from Independence to
see them and spent two days with them.

The Colesville branch shared the fate of the other Saints in the general expulsion from
Jackson County in November, 1833, but its members still kept together in Clay County,
where they together with a few other families, who chose to locate with them, formed a
small settlement on the Missouri River bottom, building themselves temporary houses.
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After the Saints' removal from Clay County to Caldwell County, Missouri, in 1836, the
Colesville branch lost its idenity as an organization, but most of its members, so far as |
know, remained faithful to the Church till their death. None of them are now supposed
to be alive.

No detailed accounts are recorded in Church history concerning the travels of the
hundreds and thousands of Saints who followed the Colesville branch to the gathering
places in Ohio and Missouri, except that of the Kirtland Camp, composing the bulk of
the Kirtland Saints—over five hundred in number—who removed from Ohio to Missouri
in 1838. The history of Joseph Smith gives a full account of the journeyings of this
remarkable camp. It appears that most of the Saints who gathered in from the different
States of the Union and Canada, came in small, unorganized companies, or only partly
organized—in most instances only a few teams traveling together. A few larger
companies, however, are mentioned in connection with emigration into Missouri, among
which was one consisting of fifty wagons and several hundred Saints from Canada,
under the direction of John E. Page, which arrived in De Witt, Carroll County, Missouri,
in September, 1839; also a smaller company from the same province, under the
leadership of Christopher Merkley, which arrived in De Witt a few days after Elder
Page's company. It is also worthy of note that several of the brethren who were
martyred at Haun's Mill, Caldwell County, Missouri, October 30th, 1838, were emigrants
from the Eastern States, who were camped in their wagons and tents behind the
blacksmith shop adjacent to the mill, on the day of the massacre, not yet having
decided where to locate permanently with their families.

It is estimated that about two thousand Saints gathered to Kirtland, Ohio, in 1831-38,
about twelve hundred to Jackson County, Missouri, in 1831-33, nearly the same number
into Clay and surrounding counties in 1833-36, and between twelve and fifteen
thousand in Caldwell and adjacent counties in 1836-38. This will give the reader an idea
of the extent of the emigration up to the time the Saints were expelled from Missouri in
1839. As the fulness of the Gospel had not yet brought fruits from foreign countries,
save the British provinces inNorth America, the emigration up to 1838 consisted of
Saints from different States of the Union, principally the Eastern States, and some from
the Southern States, besides quite a number from the different eastern provinces of
what is now known as the Dominion of Canada.

With the location of the headquarters of the Church at Commerce, Hancock County,
lllinois, in 1839, a new chapter on Church emigration opens. To this place,
subsequently called Nauvoo, the Beautiful, and surrounding country, the exiles from
Missouri flocked in large numbers, and as the Elders extended their labors into more
distant parts of the Union and deeper into Canada, emigration from these parts to the
places of gathering followed as a natural consequence. The following extract of a letter
written by Heber C. Kimball, and dated Nauvoo, July 15th, 1841, may serve to give the
reader an idea of how the Saints at that time flocked into Nauvoo from different part of
the country:
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"On Friday last, seventy Saints came to Nauvoo, led by Lorenzo Barnes from Chester
County, Pennsylvania; they traveled in wagons, living in tents by the way. On the next
day a company came in wagons from Canada, all in good spirits, and in the course of
two or three days all obtained places to live in. The Saints are coming in from all parts of
this vast continent daily and hourly, and the work is spreading in all of this land.
(Millennial Star, Vol. Il, p. 77.)

In 1840, the year after Nauvoo or Commerce, as it was then called, was settled by the
Saints, the emigration from Great Britain also began to arrive in regular organized
companies. The reader will bear in mind that the British Mission was first opened in
1837, but as the Elders who first introduced the fulness of the Gospel in that land were
counseled not to preach the principle of gathering, it took three years from the time the
mission was first opened till the emigration from England to the headquarters of the
Church in America was commenced, and then it was done under the immediate
direction of the Twelve Apostles, a majority of whom were in England on a mission at
that time.

V.
BRITISH EMIGRATION TO NAUVOO.

IN this and the following chapter | will confine myself to the early emigration from the
British Isles, or those companies of Saints who wended their way to Nauvoo and
vicinity.

The first organized company of British Saints which emigrated to America consisted of
forty souls, under the direction of John Moon. They sailed from Liverpool, England, in
the shipBritannia, June 6, 1840, bound for New York. The second vessel was

the North Americawhich brought the first large company of English Saints; it sailed from
Liverpool, September 7th, 1840, also bound for New York. On the arrival of this second
company at Nauvoo, Joseph Smith and other leading men of the Church at
headquarters were of the opinion that a cheaper and better route than the one taken by
Elder Turley's company could be found for the British emigration; and after investigating
the matter it was decided that the next company of Saints from England be advised to
come by way of New Orleans. But even before this suggestion from Nauvoo had
reached the British Isles, the brethren there appeared to have come to the same
conclusion, as they, on October 15th, 1840, shipped the first company of Scotch Saints,
under the direction of Samuel Mulliner, to New Orleans, in the ship Isaac Newton.

From that time and as long as the emigration to Nauvoo continued, the main route of
travel was direct from Liverpool to New Orleans, and thence up the Mississippi River to
Nauvoo, although quite a number of individuals, including one organized company (that
which went in the Rochester) sailed between the seasons to New York, Philadelphia,
Boston, and other American ports.
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The fourth vessel to bring an organized company of British Saints to America was

the Sheffield, which sailed from Liverpool in February, 1841, and was soon after
followed by anothercompany in the Echo. About the time of the departure of

the Sheffield a company of Saints, gathered from Herefordshire and the neighboring
counties, sailed from Bristol. The seventh company sailed in the Alesto in March, 1841,
for New Orleans, and the eighth in theRochester in April, 1841, for New York. Brigham
Young, and his brethren of the Twelve who were in England at the time, super intended
the emigration up to April, 1841, and sent out the companies mentioned in the
foregoing. The number of souls emigrating in the Isaac Newtonand the vessel sailing
from Bristol are not given, but Parley P. Pratt states that up to April, 1841, about one
thousand Saints had emigrated. Basing my calculations on this | have estimated the
Scotch company emigrating in the Isaac Newton at fifty souls, and those on the Bristol
vessel at one hundred and eighty-one, in order to make the total foot up to just one
thousand.

In an epistle of the Twelve Apostles, dated Manchester, England, April 15th, 1841, and
signed by eight members of that quorum, Elder Amos Fielding was appointed an agent
of the Church, to superintend the fitting out of the companies of emigrants from
Liverpool, and to protect them from being victimized while waiting in port to sail. Elder
Fielding being a man of much experience and good judgment, no doubt performed with
satisfaction the duties assigned him. He acted in concert with Apostle Parley P. Pratt
from April, 1841, until the departure of the latter October 29th, 1842, during which time
they shipped one thousand nine hundred and ninety-one emigrants for Nauvoo, in ten
companies, which sailed in the Tyrean, Chaos, Tremont, Hope, John Cummins,
Hanover, Sidney, Medford, Henry, and Emerald.

After the departure of Parley P. Pratt, on October 29th, 1842, Elders Amos Fielding and
Hiram Clark acted as emigration agents, and in 1843 they sent out five companies in
the Swanton, Yorkshire, Claiborne, Metoka and Champion, which together carried
seven hundred and seventy-two Latter-day Saints to America. Elder Clark was sent
from Nauvoo as a special agent, under instructions from the Church authorities there.
He left Nauvoo, June 23rd, 1842, and arrived in England, September 1st, following.

The next man who had charge of the emigration was Elder Reuben Hedlock, who was
appointed in Nauvoo by the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, May 23rd, 1843. He
arrived in Liverpool, September 30th, 1843, and acted as emigration agent from that
time until February, 1846, when the emigration to Nauvoo closed.

The patrticulars during Elder Hedlock's agency are very deficient and some vessels are
altogether omitted; but Mr. Hedlock in a report, which he made in February, 1846, and
which was published in the Millennial Star, Volume VII, No. 3, states that from the
commencement of his agency up to February, 1846, he shipped, in nine companies,
nine hundred and ninety adults, one hundred and thirteen of whom agreed to pay their
passage money, amounting to #466 12s., in Nauvoo. He does not appear to have
shipped any Latter-day Saints afterwards, though it is possible he did. With the
understanding that many of these nine hundred and ninety adults were made up of
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children, two of whom would be counted for one adult, we are safe in adding one
hundred and ten or one-ninth of the number given to that number, in order to get a
somewhat correct total of souls, thus making it one thousand one hundred. The number
of passengers are given in six of the nine companies and foots up to six hundred and
eighty-nine, thus leaving four hundred and eleven to be divided between

thePalmyra and Oregon and an unnamed ship, which are the three instances where the
number of passengers are not given. By again referring to Reuben Hedlock's report, |
find him explaining that he shipped one hundred and fifty adult passengers, who were
Saints, from the time he moved into the Stanley buildings at Liverpool, June 1st, 1845,
until January, 1846, when the emigration was suspended. Between these two dates he
sent out only two ships, namely, the Oregon and the Liverpool. The number of Saints in
the latter being forty-five as reported, it leaves one hundred and five of the one hundred
and fifty adults, or about one hundred and twenty-five souls, to have sailed in

the Oregon. Deduct one hundred and twenty-five from four hundred and eleven and we
have two hundred and eighty-six souls left to sail on the Palmyra and the vessel which
is not named at all but which is reported to have arrived in New Orleans, April 18th,
1845. The company that was preparing to sail in the Palmyra being mentioned at the
time as a large one, | would naturally conclude that about two hundred persons sailed in
that ship, and that the remainder—eighty-six souls—sailed in the ship notnamed, and |
have so stated it for statistical purposes. Up to the time of Elder Hedlock's agency and
during a part of it, nearly the whole tide of immigration poured into Nauvoo, but still
some of the immigrants settled in other villages and settlements of lllinois in the
southwest corner of what was then the Territory of lowa. The main object, however—
that of building up Nauvoo—was never lost sight of, and the Prophet Joseph and the
Twelve Apostles constantly exhorted the emigrating Saints, who had capital, to
establish manufactories in that city, that employment might be given to the laboring
classes as they arrived, and the interests of all be enhanced.

After the martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph, the Twelve Apostles, in a general epistle
dated August 5th, 1844, and addressed to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in Nauvoo and all the world, wrote as follows about emigration:

"On the subject of the gathering let it be distinctly understood that the city of Nauvoo
and the Temple of our Lord, are to continue to be built up according to the pattern which
has been commenced, and which has progressed with such rapidity thus far.

"The city must be built up and supported by the gathering of those who have capital and
are willing to lay it out for the erection of every branch of industry and manufacture
which are necessary for the employment and support of the poor, or of those who
depend wholly on their labor; while farmers, who have capital, must come on and
purchase farms in the adjoining country, and improve and cultivate the same. In this
way all may enjoy plenty, and our infant city may grow and flourish, and be
strengthened an hundred fold; and unless this is done it is impossible for the gathering
to progress, because those who have no other dependence cannot live together
without industry and employment.
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"Therefore let capitalists hasten here, and they may be assured we have nerves,
sinews, fingers, skill and ingenuity sufficient in our midst to carry on the necessary
branches of industry.

"The Temple must be completed by a regular system of tithing, according to the
commandments of the Lord, which He has given as a law unto the Church by the mouth
of His servant Joseph.” (Millennial Star, vol. V., p. 93.)

In March, 1845, the Saints preparing to emigrate from Great Britain, who were wholly
dependent upon their labor for support, were advised to emigrate to New York,
Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Salem, Boston, and other large towns in the Eastern States,
where branches of the Church existed, and where employment could be procured,
which would give the emigrants the means to go west when the way should open.

(See Millennial Star, vol. V., p. 154). The Staris silent as to whether any availed
themselves of this opportunity. Three companies emigrated by way of New Orleans, the
last of which sailed in the ship Liverpool, January 16th, 1846. This was the thirty-second
company of emigrating Saints from Great Britain and the forty-five members composing
the same, added to those who had previously sailed in the other thirty-one companies,
made a total of four thousand eight hundred and sixty-three souls. Estimating that at
least one hundred and thirty-seven Saints at different times, between the years 1840
and 1846, had sailed for the different ports in the United States in
unorganizedconditions, we have a grand total of five thousand souls who emigrated
from the British Isles to Nauvoo and surrounding country. Andrew Jenson.
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CHURCH EMIGRATION.

[I.
FIRST COMPANY OF EMIGRANTS.

THE Church had scarcely been organized eight months when the principle of gathering
was taught the Saints, agreeable to direct revelation from the Lord, as they were
assembled in Conference, January 2, 1831, and early in the year 1831, the emigration
to Kirtland, Ohio, commenced, Joseph the Prophet, accompanied by his wife Emma,
leading the way from the State of New York. He was soon followed by the first
organized company of emigrating Saints, which consisted of what is known in Church
history as the Colesville branch, which performed a journey of about twelve hundred
and fifty miles by traveling from Colesville, Broome County, New York, to Jackson
County, Missouri, in the spring and summer of 1831. As this little band of Saints were
the first of many thousands to leave their home and earthly possessions for the
Gospel's sake and travel to a strange and distant part of the country in obedience to the
commandments of God, it is but proper that full particulars, so far as they can be
obtained, should be given of their journey; and as the first organization of the branch
which constituted the company is very closely connected with the general organization
of the Church, the following items concerning the same compiled from a number of
sources will, undoubtedly, prove interesting to the readers of THE CONTRIBUTOR.

Among those to whom Joseph Smith the Prophet, hired as a laboring man, previous to
the time he received the plates of the Book of Mormon, was Joseph Knight, a
respectable farmer, (who also owned a grist mill and a carding machine,) residing at a
little town called Colesville, in Broome County, New York, a distance of about sixty miles
in a southeasterly direction from Joseph's home, in Manchester township, Ontario
county. The Knight family soon became interested in young Joseph,

whose noble deportment, faithfulness and kind address, as Newel Knight explains,
could not fail to win the esteem of those who had the pleasure of his acquaintance.
Newel Knight, who was a son of Joseph Knight, in particular, formed a warm attachment
for Joseph.

In May, 1829, while Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery were busily engaged in
translating the Book of Mormon, at Harmony, Pennsylvania, this Joseph Knight, having
heard how they were occupying their time, "very kindly and considerately brought them
a quantity of provisions, in order that they might not be interrupted in the work of
translation, for the want of such necessaries of life." Joseph the Prophet writes: "l will
just mention here, as in duty bound, that he (Joseph Knight) several times brought us
supplies, a distance of at least thirty miles, which enabled us to continue the work which
otherwise we must have relinquished for a season."
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The old gentleman being very anxious to know his duty in regard to the work engaging
Joseph's attention, the latter inquired of the Lord and the result was the revelation to
Joseph Knight sen., given at Harmony, Susquehannah Co., Pennsylvania, in May,
1829, and which constitutes Section 12 of the Doctrine and Covenants.

It seems that this early association and friendship which had existed between Joseph
Knight and his family and the young man who was destined to become the great
Prophet of the Nineteenth Century, had considerable to do with the introduction of the
fulness of the Gospel into Broome County, New York; for in April, 1830, a few days after
the Church was first organized in Fayette, we find Joseph making a visit to his old friend
and benefactor, Mr. Knight, in Colesville, for the purpose of posting him in regard to
what the world now calls "Mormonism." Mr. Knight and his family were Universalists,
but were willing to reason with the young Prophet upon religious topics, and Joseph and
the brethren who accompanied him on this visit held several well-attended meetings in
the neighborhood, by which they gained many friends and some enemies, and quite a
number of people began to investigate the truth, among whom was Newel Knight,
previously mentioned, who also became the subject of the first miracle wrought by
Divine authority in this dispensation. In the latter part of May following, Newel Knight
came up to visit the branch of the Church in Fayette, where he was baptized by David
Whitmer as the first fruit of preaching the fulness of the Gospel in Colesville.

Immediately after holding the first conference of the Church at Fayette, Seneca County,
New York, in June, 1830, Joseph Smith, accompanied by his wife and Oliver Cowdery
and David Whitmer, again visited Mr. Knight at Colesville, in the neighborhood of which
a number of people now were believers and desired to be baptized. Consequently a
meeting was appointed for the coming Sabbath, and on the Saturday afternoon the
brethren erected a dam across a stream of water which was convenient for the purpose
of attending to the ordinance of baptism; but during the night a mob collected and tore
down the dam, which hindered the brethren from carrying out their purpose on the
Sabbath. A meeting, however, was held, at which Oliver Cowdery and others preached,
and early on Monday morning, the brethren were on the alert, and had, before their
enemies were aware of it, repaired the dam, when Oliver Cowdery baptized Emma
Smith, Hezekiah Peck and wife, Joseph Knight and wife, William Stringham and wife,
Joseph Knight, jun., Aaron Culver and wife, Levi Hall, Polly Knight and Julia Stringham.
Before Elder Cowdery got through with baptizing, the mobbers again began to collect,
and shortly after the brethren had left, they numbered about fifty men,

who now surrounded the house of Mr. Knight, whither the Saints had retired, raging
with anger, apparently very desirous of committing violence upon them. At length the
brethren thought it advisable to leave and go to the house of Newel Knight; but also
thither the mob followed them, and it was only by the exercise of great prudence on the
part of the brethren and their reliance upon the Lord that they were preserved from
violence.

They had appointed a meeting for the evening for the purpose of attending to the
confirmation of those who had been baptized in the morning; but when the time
appointed had arrived and most of the friends had gathered, who should step in but a
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constable, who at once arrested Joseph Smith on a charge of "being a disorderly
person, of setting the country in an uproar by preaching the Book of Mormon." The
constable, however, soon learned that Joseph was a different person to what his
enemies had represented him to be, and he consequently befriended his prisoner by
planning against the mob who lay in ambush by the roadside near Mr. Knight's house,
ready to spring upon Joseph when the vehicle containing him and the constable should
pass by. But the constable gave his horse the whip and soon outdistanced the mob,
who followed in hot pursuit. The constable took his prisoner to the town of South
Bainbridge, Chenango County, New York, where a court was convened on the following
day for the purpose of investigating the charges which had been preferred against
Joseph.Nothing, of course, could be proven against him, which greatly enraged his
prosecutors, who finally managed to get out another warrant of arrest and thus made
Joseph submit to another trial, this time at Colesville; but this also resulted in Joseph's
acquittal, after which he had considerable trouble in escaping from his enemies and
reaching his home in Harmony, in safety.

A few days later, however, Joseph again returned to Colesville, in company with Oliver
Cowdery, for the purpose of confirming those who had been baptized, but they had
scarcely arrived at Mr. Knight's house, when the mob was seen collecting together to
oppose them, and the brethren found it advisable to leave for home at once. Their
enemies pursued them, and it required all the ingenuity they could muster to escape
them; but they finally managed to get home after having traveled all night, except a
short time when they rested under a large tree by the roadside, sleeping and watching
alternately. "Thus," writes Joseph, "were we persecuted on account of our religious
faith—in a country, the Constitution of which guarantees to every man the indefeasible
right to worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience—and by men, too,
who were professors of religion, and who were notbackward to maintain this privilege
for themselves, though they thus wantonly could deny it to us."”

Early in August, 1830, Newel Knight and his wife visited Joseph at his home in
Harmony, and as neither Joseph's nor Newel's wife had been confirmed members of
the Church yet, it was proposed that a little confirmation and sacrament meeting be
held. In order to prepare for this Joseph started out to procure some wine for the
occasion, but had gone only a short distance when he was met by a heavenly
messenger, and received the important revelation on Sacrament, which is found in the
Doctrine and Covenants, section xxvii, and in obedience to which Joseph and his
friends prepared some wine of their own make, and held their meeting, only five
(Joseph and his wife, Newel Knight and wife, and John Whitmer) being present. The
brethren now confirmed the two sisters (Emma Smith and Sally Knight) members of the
Church, partook of the sacrament, and "spent the evening in aglorious manner.” Thus
Newel Knight and his wife were the first confirmed members of the Colesville branch.

On Sunday, August 29th, Joseph, in company with John and David Whitmer, and
Hyrum Smith, again started out for Colesville, the object of their visit being to confirm
those who had been baptized in June previous. Well knowing the determined hostilities
of their enemies, they had in earnest prayer asked the Lord that He would grant them
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an opportunity of meeting with their friends, that He would blind the eyes of their
enemies so that they would not know them, and that His servants on this occasion
might return unmolested. Their prayers were not in vain, for when within a short
distance of Newel Knight's house they encountered a large company of men at work on
the public road, among whom were several of their most bitter enemies, who looked
earnestly at the brethren, but failed to recognize them. On the evening of that same day
Joseph and his brethren called the newly baptized members of the Church together,
confirmed them, partook of the sacrament with them, and held a pleasant meeting. Thus
in the midst of persecutions, mobbings, and arrests, had the second branch of the true
Church of Christ been organized in this dispensation—a branch that was also destined
to lead the van of all other branches in the great gathering in the last days.

The next morning, August 30th, Joseph and his companions set out on their return to
Harmony, and although their enemies had offered a reward of five dollars to any one
who would give them information of the arrival of Mormons in Colesville, they left the
neighborhood without the least annoyance, and arrived home in safety. Soon after they
had left, however, the mob heard of their visit, when they immediately collected
together, and began to threaten the Saints, who during a whole day were subjected to
insults and annoyances.

Soon after the second Conference of the Church, held in September, 1830, at Fayette,
Hyrum Smith moved with his family to Colesville, to live with Newel Knight, but most of
his time, as well as that of Newel Knight, was spent in the surrounding villages,
preaching the Gospel wherever they could find any who would listen to them either in
public or private. A few believed and were baptized, among whom was Emer Harris, a
brother of Martin Harris, who subsequently proved to be a useful laborer in the vineyard.

By December following, the members of the Church in Western New York had
increased to about seventy souls, who lived in a scattered condition for a distance of
about eighty miles, extending from Colesville to Canandaigua, New York.

The year 1831 dawned upon the Colesville branch with bright prospects, although the
persecutions continued to rage against the Saints there as well as in other places. On
the second of January 1831, the Church held its third conference at Fayette, on which
occasion the Saints were first instructed as a people to begin the gathering of Israel,
according to a revelation given through the Prophet Joseph at that same time, in which
the Lord says (Doc. & Cov. xxxviii, 17-20):

"I have made the earth rich; and behold it is my footstool; wherefore, again, | will stand
upon it. And | hold forth, and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a land of
promise, a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when
the Lord cometh; and | will give it, unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it
with all your hearts; and this shall be my covenant with you: Ye shall have it for the land
of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children forever, while the earth shall
stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away."
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Newel Knight, after returning home from the conference, together with the other
members of the Colesville branch, in obedience to the revelation just given, now began
to make preparations to emigrate to Ohio, where a large branch of the Church had been
raised up by Oliver Cowdery, Parley P. Pratt, and their missionary companions the
previous fall. Joseph Smith, with his family, started for Kirtland, Ohio, in the latter part of
January, 1829, and the Colesville Saints soon followed, and afterwards continued their
journey to Missouri. The following account of their travels is from the pen of Newel
Knight, the leader of the company, as previously published in "Scraps of History:"

"As might be expected, we were obliged to make great sacrifices of our property. The
most of my time was occupied in visiting the brethren, and helping to arrange their
affairs, so that we might travel together in one company. Having made the best
arrangements we could for the journey, we bade adieu to all we held dear on this earth,
and in the early part of April started for our destination.

"We had proceeded but a few days on our journey when | was subp&oeliged as a
witness, and had to go to Colesville. On arriving there it was very evident that this plan
had been adopted by our enemies to add a little more to the persecutions already
heaped upon us. The whole company declined traveling until | should return.

"Soon after | left, my aunt, Electa Peck, fell and broke her shoulder in a most shocking
manner; a surgeon was called to relieve her sufferings, which were very great. My aunt
dreamed that | had returned and laid my hands upon her, prayed for her, and she was
made whole and pursued her journey with the company. She related this dream to the
surgeon who replied, 'If you are able to travel in many weeks, it will be a miracle, and |
will be a Mormon too.’

"l arrived at the place where the company had stopped, late in the evening; but on
learning of the accident, | went to see my aunt, and immediately on my entering the
room she said: 'Oh, Brother Newel, if you will lay your hands upon me, | shall be well
and able to go on the journey with you.' | stepped up to the bed, and in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, rebuked the pain with which she was suffering, and commanded her
to be made whole; and it was done; for the next morning she arose, dressed herself,
and pursued the journey with us.

"We arrived at Buffalo without any further trouble, where we were to take passage on
board a sloop for Fairport, Ohio. But the wind blew from the lake and filled the harbor
with ice, so that we were detained nearly two weeks. When we set sail on the lake, the
wind continued boisterous, and the vessel was tossed about in such a manner that
nearly all the company were sea-sick, which made it rather a disagreeable voyage. We
arrived safely, however, at our destination.

"On our arrival it was advised that the Colesville branch remain together, and go to a
neighboring town called Thompson, as a man by the name of Copley had a
considerable tract of land there which he offered to let the Saints occupy. Consequently
a contract was agreed upon, and we commenced work in good faith. But in a short time
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Copley broke the engagement, and | went to Kirtland to see Brother Joseph, and to
attend conference, which had been appointed to be held on the 6th of June, 1831.

"Conference convened. The elders from various parts of the country where they had
been laboring came in, and the power of the Lord was displayed in our midst. A number
were ordained to the Melchisedek Priesthood, and the hearts of the Saints rejoiced in
the rich blessings bestowed upon them.

"We now understood that this was not the land of our inheritance—the land of promise,
for it was made known in a revelation that Missouri was the place chosen for the
gathering of the Church, and several were called to lead the way to that state.

"A revelation was also given concerning the gathering, on the receipt of which we, who
constituted the Colesville branch, immediately set to preparing for our journey, and on
the third day of June | took passage with the Colesville company at Wellsville, Ohio,
and arrived at St. Louis, Missouri, on the 13th. On the 18th we took passage on the
steamer Chieftain for Independence.

"My mother's health was very poor, and had been for a considerable time, yet she
would notconsent to stop travelling; her only, or her greatest desire, was to set her feet
upon the land of Zion, and to have her body interred in that land. | went on shore and
bought lumber to make a coffin in case she should die before we arrived at our place of
destination—so fast did she fail. But the Lord gave her the desire of her heart, and she
lived to stand upon that land, where we arrived on the twenty-fifth of June.

"This was the first branch of the Church which had emigrated to the land of Zion. | found
it required all the wisdom | possessed to lead the company through so long a journey in
the midst of their enemies, yet so great were the mercies and blessings of God to us,
that notone of us was harmed.

"Brothers Joseph Smith, jun., Sidney Rigdon, Martin Harris, Edward Partridge, Wm. W.
Phelps, Joseph Cow, and A. S. Gilbert and wife, had started for Missouri on the
nineteenth of June, 1831, and arrived at Independence about the middle of July. We
were glad to find these brethren in good health and spirits, and it was indeed a joy to
meet them once more.

"But our feelings can be better imagined than described, when we found ourselves upon
the western frontiers. The country itself presented a pleasant aspect, with its rich forests
bordering its beautiful streams, and its deep, rolling prairies spreading far and wide,
inviting the hand of industry to establish for itself homes upon its broad bosom. And this
was the place where the Lord had promised to reveal unto us where Zion should be
established—where the New Jerusalem should be built up; and our hearts went forth
unto the Lord desiring the fulfilment, that we might know where to bestow our labors
profitably. We had not long to wait, for during the month the Lord gave a revelation to
Brother Joseph designating the spot.”


http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_143�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_144�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_145�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_146�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_147�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_148�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_149�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_150�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_151�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_152�
http://gospelink.com/library/document/54973?highlight=1#m_153�

Andrew Jenson.
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CHURCH EMIGRATION.

l.
THE PRINCIPLE OF GATHERING.

We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Ten Tribes.—
Joseph Smith.

Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues. Rev. xviii. 4.

THE principle of gathering is one that has been connected with most of the
dispensations which the Lord has instituted for the temporal and spiritual salvation of
mankind. Whenever he has had a people on the earth who would serve Him and keep
His commandments, it has, as a rule, been desirable on their part to separate from the
wicked and ungodly, and live by themselves in some country, or tract of country, where
they could effect proper organizations and live together in peace and harmony, train
their posterity in the fear of God, and worship the great Jehovah, according to the
revelations and intelligence which he would give them. This they could not successfully
do if they were surrounded on all sides by wickedness or mixed up in their associations
with those who chose to violate the laws of God and live in transgression continually.
Hence, perusing the pages of sacred history, we often find the Saints of God in the
different ages and dispensations of the world, journeying from certain portions of the
globe to some particular land or spot which had been pointed out to them as a place of
gathering.

The first instance of this kind, mentioned in holy writ, is the building of a holy city called
Zion, under the direction of the Prophet Enoch, who lived between Adam and the flood.
In connection with the building of that city there must of necessity have been a
gathering of the righteous, as Enoch had been preaching the gospel of repentance to
all the people in the then known world, except the people of Canaan; and although the
word "gather" is not used in the Prophet's narrative, no people like the people of
Enoch, and no city like the City of Zion could have had an existence, as the result of
the ministry of Enoch, unless the principle of gathering together to build such a city had
been a part of the teachings of that holy man of God, who according to modern
revelation through Joseph Smith, left the following on record:

"There went forth a curse upon all the people which fought against God; and from that
time forth there were wars and bloodshed among them; but the Lord came and dwelt
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with His people, and they dwelt in righteousness. And the fear of the Lord was upon all
nations, so great was the glory of the Lord, which was upon His people. And the Lord
blessed the land, 1 and they were blessed upon the mountains, and upon the high
places, and did flourish. And the Lord called His people Zion, because they were of one
heart and one mind, and dwelt in righteousness; and there were no poor among them.
And Enoch continued his preaching in righteousness unto the people of God. And it
came to pass in his days, that he built a city that was called the City of Holiness, even
ZION. And it came to pass that Enoch talked with the Lord; and he said unto the Lord:
Surely Zion shall dwell in safety forever. But the Lord said unto Enoch: Zion have |
blessed, but the residue of the people have | cursed. And it came to pass that the Lord
showed unto Enoch all the inhabitants of the earth; and he beheld, and lo, Zion, in
process of time, was taken up into heaven. And the Lord said unto Enoch: Behold mine
abode forever." Pearl of Great Price, p. 18.

Besides the historical information contained in the foregoing extract it teaches us how
the Lord, at that early day, made His people the subject of His special care and
blessing. "Zion have | blessed, but the residue of the people have | cursed,” are words
full of meaning; for although the Lord "maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust, he has in every age and
dispensation had special gifts and blessings to bestow upon those who love and obey
Him; and in order to give them the full benefit of his watchcare in this regard he has
generally commanded them to gather together in such places as he through his
servants has designated.

In connection with the dispensation of Noah we again find the principle of gathering to a
place of safety. "Behold I, even |," said the Lord to Noah, "do bring a flood of waters
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and
every thing that is in the earth shall die. But with thee will | establish my covenant; and
thou shalt come into the ark, thou and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with
thee.”" Gen. vi. 17, 18.

In obedience to this command, Noah, after having warned the people for a period of
one hundred and twenty years, without being able to convert them, went into the ark
with his household, and was thus saved and preserved to propagate the human race,
after the deluge had done its terrible work of destruction, and made the earth desolate
of everything that breathed the breath of life, just as the Lord had predicted. Noah and
his family were the only ones who were willing to gather into the ark, when the Lord
commanded it, and all the rest of mankind, who were disobedient and refused to repent
and gather to the appointed place of safety, paid the penalty of death for their rejection
of the heavenly command.

The next gathering, in chronological order, is the one which took place under the
leadership of the brother of Jared at the time when the Lord confounded the language of
the people who were building the Tower of Babel. The events connected with that
remarkable period of time resulted in a general confusion and scattering abroad of the
people, agreeable to the good pleasure of the Lord. But the brother of Jared, who was a
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large and mighty man, and highly favored of the Lord, implored the great Creator to
have compassion upon him, his kindred and friends, and not confound their language.
His prayer was heard, and the language of the brother of Jared and those in whose
behalf he had interceded the Throne of Grace, was notconfounded. But in answer to
further supplications on the part of the brother of Jared, the Lord said:

"Go to, and gather together thy flocks, both male and female, of every kind; and also of
the seed of the earth of every kind, and thy families; and also Jared thy brother and his
family; and also thy friends, and their families, and the friends of Jared and their
families. And when thou hast done this, thou shalt go at the head of them down into the
valley, which is northward. And there will | meet thee, and | will go before thee into a
land which is choice above all the lands of the earth. And there will | bless thee and thy
seed, and raise up unto me of thy seed, and of the seed of thy brother, and they who
shall go with thee, a great nation." Ether 1. 41-43.

A few years later, this little company of pilgrims, under the direction of the brother of
Jared, was brought across the great waters to the American continent, which was the
land the Lord referred to when speaking to the brother of Jared. In this land the
Jaredites prospered, and were greatly blessed of the Lord as long as they kept His
commandments; but when they finally fell into transgressions and became a wicked and
blood-thristy people, they were utterly destroyed according to the decree of the
Almighty, as contained in the following:

"He (the Lord) had sworn in His wrath unto the brother of Jared that whoso should
possess this land of promise (America), from that time henceforth and forever, should
serve Him, the true and only God, or they should be swept off when the fulness of His
wrath should come upon them. And now we can behold the decrees of God concerning
this land, that it is a land of promise, and whatsoever nation shall possess it, shall serve
God, or they shall be swept off when the fulness of His wrath shall come upon them.
And the fulness of His wrath cometh upon them when they are ripened in iniquity. For
behold this is a land which is choice above all other lands; wherefore he that doth
possess it shall serve God, or shall be swept off, for it is the everlasting decree of God."
Ether ii: 8-10.)

We will next refer to Abraham, the father of the faithful, who, when he lived among his
heathen kindred in the land of Haran, received the following command from the Lord:

"Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a
land that | will show thee. And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee,
and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing.” Gen. xii: 1, 2.

Abraham, being obedient to this divine command, took his departure and went into the
land of Canaan, where the Lord again spoke to him and said: "Unto thy seed will | give
this land.” Gen. xii: 7.
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How this promise, several centuries later, was fulfilled, is a fact with which all Bible
readers are familiar. It introduces another gathering dispensation under the great
prophet Moses, who was commanded of the Lord in the following language:

"Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say unto them: the Lord God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me saying, | have
surely visited you, and seen that which is done to you in Egypt; and | have said, | will
bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt, unto the land of the Canaanites, and the
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hevites, and the Jebusites, unto a
land flowing with milk and honey." Exodus iii: 16, 17.

Soon after this the children of Israel, who had grown very numerous in the land of
Egypt, were led by the miraculous hand-dealings of the Almighty out of that country
across the Red Sea into the wilderness of Arabia, and finally under Joshua, forty years
later, reached the promised land, in which they dwelt for many generations, and which
still is known as the land of inheritance of the children of Israel.

While one of the greatest temporal blessings conferred by the Lord upon the children of
Israel was the gift of a promised land, one of the greatest calamities ever predicted
against them by their Prophets, was that they should be carried away from this their
land of promise if they persisted in their idolatry and refused to serve the God of the
land. And when in fulfilment of the words of Jeremiah and other Prophets, they finally
were carried away captives into Babylon, they realized their great punishment and
mourned and bewailed their fate in a manner hitherto unknown in their history. While
toiling away as bondsmen and bonds-women in the lands of their enemies the
memories of the past would fill their eyes with tears, and visions of Zion and their
beloved city Jerusalem would constantly appear before them as they with sorrowful
hearts mused:

"By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept When we remembered thee, O Zion."

But in the midst of their afflictions there was a ray of hope, to which they clung with
great earnestness. The same prophet who had predicted their captivity also said that,
after spending seventy years in bondage and exile, they would have atoned for their
transgressions, and would be permitted to return to their own land once more. This
promise buoyed up their spirits and cheered their hearts. At last a change in the
Chaldean government took place, and the day of deliverance dawned upon the afflicted
sons and daughters of Jacob; the seventy years were ended, and another gathering
dispensation was ushered in. This time it was the good man Zerubbabel, and Ezra the
priest, who led the hosts of Israel to the mountains of Judea, and who directed the
building of another temple, the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem, and the rebuilding of
the waste places.

Once more there seemed to be bright prospects ahead for the descendants of
Abraham, when another calamity threatened the prosperity of the people. While
sojourning in the land of strangers a large number of the leading men and others of the
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congregations of Israel had taken unto themselves strange wives from among the
danghters of the Gentiles, contrary to the law given through Moses to their fathers in the
wilderness, in which the Lord enjoined upon His people not to mix up with the heathen:

"Neither shalt thou make marriages with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his
son, norhis daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For they will turn away thy son from
following Me that they may serve other gods." Deut. vii. 3.

Before the returning Israelites could be established in their land again, those among
them who had married strange wives were required to put them away, or remove with
them from the midst of their brethren. This illustrates a most important principle, which is
very closely connected with that of gathering—a principle that the young Latter-day
Saints would do well to study thoroughly.

Immediately before the Babylonian captivity, another dispensation of gathering was
commenced, which, although small as regards the number of people engaged in it,
resulted in the repeopling of a whole continent. There lived at that time in the city of
Jerusalem a righteous man by the name of Lehi, who, after being shown in a vision that
Jerusalem should be destroyed because of the wickedness of its inhabitants, was
commanded by the Lord in a dream to "take his family and depart into the wilderness."
He did so, and after many important and interesting adventures on both land and ocean,
the family of Lehi arrived in the land of America, where his seed in due course of time
spread over that country which previously had been inhabited by the Jaredites already
mentioned.

The history of the descendants of Lehi, as contained in the Book of Mormon and which
covers a period of one thousand years, gives us several examples of gathering, or
instances, when the Nephites, a righteous people found it necessary to separate from
their brethren the Lamanites, who were a wicked people. The two peoples who were
opposite each other in their religious beliefs, morals and entire practices

could not consistently dwell together, and therefore we find the Nephites at different
times emigrating from one part of the continent to another, in order to find places of
abode where they could live in peace and harmony by themselves and be protected
from their enemies.

Without referring to a number of other dispensations in which the principle of gathering
was taught and practiced, | will proceed to speak of the great gathering in the last days,
and after quoting some of the numerous predictions made by the prophets of old
concerning this important event, | shall endeavor to show what has already been
accomplished, and what isnow being done by the Latter-day Saints in fulfilment of these
prophecies.

It is a well known fact that the Ten Tribes were scattered or carried into captivity by the
great Syrian king, Shalmaneser, seven hundred and twenty-one years before the birth
of our Savior, and that the other two tribes which after the Babylonian captivity became
known as the Jews were also scattered, about seventy years after the birth of Christ,
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whom they rejected and crucified. Since then the House of Israel has been scattered
among all the nations of the earth, and on many occasions they have been subject to
the most barbarous persecutions and banishments. But there is a brighter day in store
for this once favored people, both for the Jews and for the descendants of the Ten
Tribes which have largely become mixed up with the Gentiles in many different
countries. The same prophet who predicted the scattering of Israel because of idolatry
and wickedness, also foretold their gathering in the last days, after the demands of
justice should have been fully satisfied. Isaiah spoke very plainly about this event, and
his prophetic mind seemed to behold even the details connected with the return of the
Jews to their own land and the general gathering of Israel. The following are a few
examples of his predictions concerning the gathering:

"And it shall come to pass in the last days that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be
established in the tops of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills, and all
nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say: Come ye, and let us go up
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. Isa. ii. 2-3.

"And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and will hiss unto them from the
end of the earth; and behold they shall come with speed swiftly." Isa. v. 26.

"And in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign of the
people; to it shall the Gentiles seek, and his root shall be glorious. And it shall come to
pass in that day that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recover the
remnant of His people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from
the Islands of the sea. And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble
the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners
of the earth." Isa. xi. 10-12. See context.

"And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and
everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and
sighing shall flee away. Isa. xxxv. 10.

"Behold these shall come from far; and, lo, these from the north and from the west; and
these from the land of Sinim. * * * Behold, | will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and set
up my standard to the people; and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy
daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. Isa. xlix. 12, 22.

"Lift up thine eyes round about, and see: all they gather themselves together, they come
to thee: thy sons shall come from far, and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side."
Isa. Ix. 4. See the whole chapter.

"And they shall build the old wastes, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they
shall repair the waste cities, the desolations of many generations.” Isa. Ixi. 4.
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Jeremiah, who prophesied both before and after the captivity, portrays in a most
beautiful manner the gathering of His people after the great scattering. He says: "I, the
Lord, will take you (Israel) one of a city, and two of a family, and | will bring you to Zion.
And | will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with
knowledge and understanding. Jer. iii. 14.

"Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord liveth,
that brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt. But the Lord liveth, that
brought up the children of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands,
whither he had driven them; and | will bring them again into their land that | gave unto
their fathers. Behold, | will send for many fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall fish
them; and after will | send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every
mountain and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks." Jer. xvi, 14-16.

"l the Lord will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither | have driven
them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.
And | will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them; and they shall

fear no more, nor be dismayed.” Jer. xxiii: 3. See context.

"Behold I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the
earth, and with them the blind and lame, the woman with child, and her that travaileth
with child together; a great company shall return thither. They shall come with weeping,
and with supplications will | lead them: | will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters
in a straight way, wherein they shall not stumble; for | am a father to Israel, and
Ephraim is my first-born. Hear the word of the Lord, O, ye nations, and declare it in the
isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a
shepherd doth his flock." Jer. xxxi: 8-10.

The prophet Ezekiel in speaking of the gathering of Israel in the last days, records:

"And | (the Lord) will bring you (Israel) out from the people and will gather you out of the
countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm,
and with fury poured out. And | will bring you into the wilderness of the people, and
there will | plead with you face to face. Like as | pleaded with your fathers in the
wilderness of the land of Egypt, so will | plead with you, saith the Lord God. And | will
cause you to pass under the rod, and | will bring you under the bond of the covenant.”
Ezek. xx: 34-37.

"Thus saith the Lord God: Behold | will take the children of Israel from among the
heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather them on every side, and bring them unto
their own land." Ezek. xxxvii:21. See context.

The Prophet Micah says:
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"l (the Lord) will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; | will gather the remnant of Israel,
| will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold.
Micah ii. 12.

The foregoing quotations are only a few of the many that might be cited; but they are
sufficient to establish the fact that the old Jewish prophets fully understood and believed
in the literal gathering of Israel, at some future day. When their divine calling enjoined
upon them the unpleasant task of prophesying of calamities, bondage and destruction
that would come upon their people, that they would be utterly uprooted as a nation or
nations, and be scattered upon the face of the whole earth, yet their hearts were made
glad by the visions of the future, which showed them that "He that scattered Israel would
also gather him."

The following is from the Compendium of Franklin D. Richards and James A. Little, p.
90:

"When we reflect that it is thirty-two centuries that the enemies of Israel began to
oppress them in the land of Canaan, that about one-third of the time they were a people
in that land, they were, more or less, in bondage to their enemies; that seven hundred
years before the coming of Christ, the Ten Tribes were scattered throughout western
Asia; that we have no record that any have as yet returned to the land of their
inheritance; that nearly six hundred years before Christ, the Babylonian captivity took
place, and that according to the Book of Esther only a part of the Jews ever returned,
but were scattered through the one hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the Persian
Empire; that Asia was the hive from which swarmed the nomadictribes who overrun
Europe; that at the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, the Jews were scattered
over the known world, we may well ask the question: Does not Israel to-day constitute
a large proportion of the human family."

The Latter-day Saints believe that while the Jews will gather to Jerusalem in Palestine,
and rebuild that city and other waste places there; the Israelites, who have been
scattered among and mixed up with the Gentiles in different parts of the world, will
gather to America, and here build the New Jerusalem, as spoken of by the prophets of
old, and other cities and Stakes of Zion, which may be necessary for their
accommodation, "that they may have room to dwell."

Andrew Jenson.
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VOL. XI1. JUNE, 1891. NO. 8.

CHURCH EMIGRATION.
Il.

PLACES OF GATHERING.

'"YE are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect, for mine elect hear my voice
and harden not their hearts; wherefore, the decree hath gone forth from the Father that
they shall be gathered in unto one place upon the face of this land (America), to prepare
their hearts and be prepared in all things against the day when tribulation and
desolation are sent forth upon the wicked." Doc. and Cov., sec. xxix: 7, 8.

The foregoing is a quotation from a revelation given through Joseph the Seer, in the
presence of six elders, in Fayette, Seneca County, New York, in September, 1830,
about five months after the Church was organized. It tells, in plain language, that the
dispensation just opened, through the instrumentality of Joseph the Prophet, was to be
a gathering dispensation, and that the elect should be brought into one place upon the
western continent. Previous to this the Lord had revealed to Joseph Smith that the New
Jerusalem was to be built within the borders of the United States, or "on the borders by
the Lamanites." Doc. and Cov., sec. xxviii: 9.

In the beginning of the year, 1831, Joseph Smith removed with his family to Kirtland,
Ohio, about two hundred and fifty miles southwest of his temporary home in Fayette,
Seneca County, New York; and on February 4th, 1831, a few days after his arrival
there, a revelation was given in which the Lord commanded His people "to assemble
themselves together" at Kirtland. Doc. and Cov., sec. xli: 167.

Thus the village of Kirtland, Ohio, where a large branch of the Church had been raised
up by Parley P. Pratt, and fellow-missionaries, a few months previous, became the first
place of gathering in this dispensation; and as the spirit of persecution pursued all the
branches organized in the State of New York and elsewhere, to a very great extent, the
Saints, agreeable to the commandment of God, commenced to gather to Kirtland.

But there was a land of still greater importance, than Kirtland, Ohio, kept in reserve for
the Saints, although the exact location of the same had not yet been revealed.
However, in a revelation given through Joseph the Seer, in Kirtland, Ohio, February 9th,
1831, the Lord, speaking to the elders, said: "From this place (Kirtland) ye shall go forth
into the regions westward; and inasmuch as ye shall find them that will receive you, ye
shall build up my church, in every region, until the time shall come when it shall be
revealed unto you from on high, when the city of the New Jerusalem shall be prepared,
that ye may be gathered in one, that ye may be my people, and | will be your God. * * *
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That my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day when | shall come to my
Temple. * * * Thou shalt ask, and it shall be revealed unto you in mine own due time
where the New Jerusalem shall be built. * * * And ye shall hereafter receive church
covenants, such as shall be sufficient to establish you, both here (Kirtland) and in the
New Jerusalem." Doc. and Cov., sec. xlii: 8, 9, 36, 62, 67.

In a revelation given at Kirtland, Ohio, March 7, 1831, the Saints were commanded to
gather up their riches, with one heart and one mind, to purchase an inheritance, which
the Lord would point out to them. This inheritance was to be the place of the New
Jerusalem or Zion. Doc. and Cov., sec. xlv: 64-71.

June 7, 1831, the Lord, in a revelation given through Joseph the Seer, at Kirtland, Ohio,
commanded Joseph Smith, Sidney Rigdon, Hyrum Smith, Edward Partridge, David
Whitmer, Martin Harris, Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, and about twenty other elders to
journey westward, two by two, preaching the word, and building up branches of the
Church wherever the people would receive their testimony. These elders were to take
different routes, and meet together in the capacity of a conference in the western part of
Missouri. In this revelation the Lord said that inasmuch as His elders were faithful, the
land of their inheritance should be made knownunto them. Doc. and Cov., sec. lii.

Joseph Smith, and a number of the other elders mentioned, arrived in Independence,
Jackson Country, Missouri, about the middle of July, 1831. A few days after their arrival,
having traveled a distance of nearly one thousand miles, in a westerly direction, from
Kirtland, Ohio, a revelation was given, in which the Lord said that the land of Missouri
was the land which He had appointed and consecrated for the gathering of the Saints.
"Wherefore," said the Lord, "this is the land of promise, and the place for the city of
Zion. * * * Behold the place which isnow called Independence, is the center place, and
a spot for the Temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far from the court
house. Wherefore, it is wisdom that the land should be purchased by the Saints; and
also every tract lying westward, even unto the line running directly between Jew and
Gentile. And also every tract bordering by the prairies, inasmuch as my disciples are
enabled to buy lands. Behold, this is wisdom, that they may obtain it for an everlasting
inheritance."

By the same revelation, Sidney Gilbert was appointed an agent for the Church, to
receive money and to buy land for the benefit of the Saints; and Edward Partridge, as
the Bishop of the Church, was commanded to divide to the Saints, who should arrive in
the land of Zion, their inheritances, according to their families, etc.

About a week after the arrival of Joseph and his brethren in Jackson County, the first
company of emigrants, known as the Colesville branch (because they hailed from
Colesville, Broom County, New York) arrived and settled on the borders of a fertile
prairie, west of the Big Blue, in Kaw District, and not far from the present site of Kansas
City. On the second of August, 1831, Joseph the Prophet, assisted the Colesville
branch to lay the first log for a house, as the foundation of Zion in Kaw Township, nearly
twelve miles southwest of Independence. On the same occasion, through prayer, the
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land of Zion was consecrated and dedicated for the gathering of the Saints, by Elder
Sidney Rigdon. On the following day (August 3rd) the spot for the Temple, a short
distance west of the village of Independence, was dedicated; and on the fourth the first
conference was held by the Saints in Jackson County.

This, then, was the commencement of building the city of Zion—the New Jerusalem—or
what has since been designated the central city or Center Stake of Zion. All other
gathering places, which have since been selected and dedicated for the benefit of the
Saints, have been and are still known as Stakes of Zion.

As this lovely and fertile land has previously been described in THE CONTRIBUTOR
and other periodicals, together with the subsequent persecutions and mobbings of the
Saints, and their final expulsion from Jackson County, we will here simply state that, as
soon as it became known that the Lord had pointed out the land of promise, and
commanded His people to gather there, the Saints responded cheerfully to the call, and
the following two years witnessed a steady emigration from the scattered branches of
the Church in the different parts of the Union, into Jackson County, where that industry,
frugality, thrift, and union, which has since characterized the people of God in all their
subsequent gathering places, soon asserted itself, and caused a marked distinction
between the Saints and their rather lazy and indolent neighbors, who mostly hailed from
the Southern States. Large tracts of land were bought from the government at the rate
of $1.25 an acre; several hundred farms were opened, and mills and many extensive
improvements commenced. A mercantile house was also established at Independence,
and a printing office opened, from which the first Church periodical, the Evening and
Morning Star, was issued. The Saints also endeavored to comply with the law of
consecration, which the Lord had revealed and established among them, but
inexperienced as they were, at that time, they were unable to keep it.

In the meantime trouble arose between the Saints and their Gentile neighbors.
Jealousy, hatred, contention, mobbings, persecutions, and expulsion followed; and in
the fall of 1833, the Saints were driven, as a body, numbering then about twelve
thousand souls, by their merciless persecutors, out of Jackson County, and have never
since been privileged to return.

On the north side of the Missouri River, or on the opposite bank from Jackson County,
lies the county of Clay. There the Saints found temporary shelter, after their expulsion
from Jackson County, the people there being more friendly toward them than in any
other place where they sought protection at the time. Hence, Clay County may be
considered the third general gathering place of the Saints; and most of the members of
the Church who had been expelled from Jackson County, as well as others who
emigrated to Missouri, principally from the Western and Middle States, spent nearly
three years in that particular locality, while the headquarters of the Church actually were
in Kirtland, Ohio, where Joseph the Prophet and most of the general authorities of the
Church resided, and where the first Temple reared by the Saints in this dispensation,
was built in the years of 1833-36.
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Thus, while Clay County, Missouri, was a general gathering place for the Saints in the
West, many of the members from the branches and conferences in the Eastern States,
flocked into Kirtland, which had been properly organized as a Stake of Zion, and a
regular gathering place.

It was here, in the House of the Lord, that the keys for the gathering of Israel were
restored, and committed to Joseph the Prophet. This most important event took place
on Sunday, the third of April, 1836, when, after the administering of the sacrament,
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery retired to the pulpit, in the west end of the Temple, to
pray. The vail, which separated the pulpit from the congregation, was dropped, and
while the two servants of God were engaged in solemn and silent supplication, the vail
was taken from their minds, their understandings were opened, and a glorious vision
given them, in which they saw the Lord standing upon the breastwork of the pulpit
before them, and heard Him speak with a voice that resembled the sound of the rushing
of great waters. "After this vision closed," writes the Prophet, "the heavens were again
opened unto us, and Moses appeared before us, and committed unto us the keys of the
gathering of Israel, from the four parts of the earth, and the leading of the Ten Tribes
from the land of the north. * * * After this vision had closed, another great and glorious
vision burst upon us, for Elijah the Prophet, who was taken to heaven without tasting
death, stood before us and said: 'Behold, the time has fully come which was spoken of
by the Prophet Malachi, testifying that he (Elijah) should be sent before the great and
dreadful day of the Lord come, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the fathers, lest the
whole earth be smitten with a curse. Therefore, the keys of this dispensation are
committed into your hands, and by this ye may know that the great and dreadful day of
the Lord is near, even at the doors." Doc. and Cov., sec. cx: 11-16.

The reader will here bear in mind that, although the Saints had gathered in from the
different States in the Union, previous to this no general gathering of Israel from the four
guarters of the earth had been contemplated; neither could this be effected until the
keys for that purpose were committed to men in the flesh: but soon after the appearing
of Moses to Joseph and Oliver, in the Kirtland Temple, the first foreign mission was
opened, and the gathering of Israel from the British nations, and subsequently from
Scandinavia, Germany, France, Italy, the islands of the sea, and many other countries,
has since been going on steadily; and it will thus continue until all the ancient and
modern predictions concerning the gathering of that chosen people, in the last days,
shall be fulfilled.

The reader should also bear in mind that the keys committed to Joseph Smith, by Elijah
the prophet, are closely connected with those restored by Moses; for, while the latter
opens the door for Israel to gather, the former opens up a most glorious and important
labor to be performed by the people of God, after they are gathered, namely, to erect
holy Temples into which they can enter and perform ordinances of salvation both for
themselves and their ancestors; and thus bring about a most happy condition of affairs
among the human family, by causing the hearts of the fathers to yearn with the deepest
sense of gratitude and affection toward their descendants, who, as saviors on Mount
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Zion, by bonds of the most sacred covenants and labors of love, are bringing about the
redemption of their progenitors who have died without the knowledge of the Gospel.

In the fall of 1836 the second driving of the Saints took place, but was not, as had been
the case in Jackson County, attended with bloodshed. This time it was the Clay County
people, who, raising objections to the Saints, "because they were eastern men, whose
habits, customs, and even dialect, were essentially different from the Missourians,"
made an earnest appeal to them to leave the County of Clay, and seek homes
elsewhere. During the three years the Saints had resided in Clay County, they had, by
industry, economy, and prudence, acquired considerable wealth, and enjoyed
prosperity and the comforts of life; and had also been enabled to purchase large tracts
of land. But in order to avoid more disastrous results they chose to sacrifice their homes
a second time and leave the older inhabitants of Clay County in peaceful possession, as
they had found them three years previous. These resolutions they immediately carried
into practice by moving into an almost uninhabited region of country, lying about thirty-
five miles northeast of Liberty, Clay County, and which was soon afterwards given a
separate county organization under the name of Caldwell County. Into this prairie
country the Saints commenced their retreat in September, 1836, and soon founded Far
West, and other smaller settlements. During the following two years Caldwell County
was changed from a naked prairie to one of the most flourishing counties in Missouri,
and as the emigration from Ohio and other states increased, the foundation of

another town called Adam-ondi-Ahman was laid on Grand River, in Davis County,
twenty-five miles north of Far West, and a village commenced in Carroll County, on the
Missouri River, called De Witt. Altogether, several hundred thousand acres of land were
entered at the land office, and thousands of large and flourishing farms opened. The
corner stones were also laid for a Temple at Far West, a printing office established
there, and numerous industrial pursuits commenced. Both Far West and Adam-ondi-
Ahman were organized into Stakes of Zion, and the land dedicated for the gathering of
the Saints.

In the meantime persecutions, caused principally by the treachery of apostates, had
broken out in Kirtland, Ohio, which resulted in another sacrifice of homes and property
in 1838, when nearly all the Saints in Ohio, including Joseph the Prophet, and other
leading men in the Church, were forced to leave their first Temple city and join their
brethren in Missouri. This was the third general driving which took place in the
experience of the Church.

The Saints from Kirtland had barely had time to locate themselves at Adam-ondi-Ahman
in Davis County, Missouri, when persecutions of a more desperate character than
thitherto had been konwn, broke out against them and terminated in the expulsion of
about twelve thousand people from Missouri in the winter of 1838-39 and the spring of
1839. The house-burnings, whippings, imprisonments, and murders connected with
those sad and memorable days are matters of history that do not belong to this
narrative. Suffice it to say that it was a religious persecution from beginning to end, as
the Saints had done nothing to bring these troubles upon themselves, except that they
believed in revelations from God and had organized themselves according to the
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pattern of the Church of Christ. The exodus from Missouri is known in Church history as
the fourth of a series of five general drivings of the people of God in the last days.

After finding temporary shelter in Quincy, lllinois, and in other places, the village of
Commerce on the Mississippi River, in Hancock County, lllinois, was chosen in 1839,
as the next gathering place of the Saints. There the scattered Saints, not disheartened,
though so severely persecuted, clustered around President Joseph Smith and
commenced building the city of Nauvoo. This place was so sickly that two or three
unsuccessful attempts had previously been made to settle it, but now, through the
blessings of the Almighty and the united labors and industry of the Saints, Nauvoo in a
few years became as healthy as any other part of lllinois, as the surrounding bluffs
were put under cultivation and the swamps in the low lands were properly drained.

On the fifth of October, 1839, a Stake of Zion was organized at Commerce (afterwards
Nauvoo) and another one in lowa Territory, on the opposite side of the Mississippi
River. Soon afterwards Stakes were also organized at Lima, in Hancock County,
Quincy, and Mount Hope, in Adams County, at Geneva, in Morgan County, lllinois, and
in other places. All these Stakes were designated as gathering places for the Saints, but
sometime afterwards all except those in Hancock County, lllinois, and Lee County,
lowa, were discontinued as it was thought best not to settle over too extensive a
country at that time, but rather concentrate the labors of the people upon the building up
of Nauvoo and the Temple which was being erected there. Besides the continued
emigration from the different States in the Union, the British nation in 1840, commenced
to forward its sons and daughters to the head quarters of the Church, and be it said to
the credit of these first arrivals from Europe, that they did much toward the building up
of Nauvoo and the surrounding country.

Nauvoo continued to be the main gathering place of the Saints until 1846, when a
repetition of the Missouri persecutions were enacted by the people of lllinois,

who, not being satisfied with having murdered the Prophet and Patriarch in Carthage
Jail, concluded to drive the Saints beyond the borders of civilization, or out into the
wilderness that they might die from starvation or be massacred by the red men of the
plains. But in like manner as the selling of Joseph into Egypt resulted in good although it
was intended for evil, so also did the expulsion of the Saints from Nauvoo have the
opposite result to that which had been anticipated. Instead of perishing by hunger or by
the tomahawk of the Indian, the God-fearing exiles were preserved by Him whose
commandments they loved to obey and whose authority they were willing to honor, and
they were led to the Rocky Mountains to work out a great destiny for themselves and
mankind generally; to fulfil prophecy, to grow in strength and numbers, to gain
experience so as to be fit instruments in the hands of God for the carrying out of future
problems, to make the barren places fertile and productive, to cause the desert to
blossom as the rose, and to lay a foundation for a great commonwealth, the influence of
which shall eventually be felt for good to the uttermost parts of the earth and shall save
from total ruin, notonly our own nation, but all other nations as well, through the
maintenance of the element of truth and virtue and the principles of justice and equity,
which shall be adopted universally when that government of peace and righteousness,
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which the Prophets and Saints of God have looked forward to with so much joy and
hope since the fall of man, shall be fully established on the earth.

The Pioneers, who led the van from Nauvoo, first planted their feet in the valley of Great
Salt Lake in the summer of 1847, and in that same year a Stake of Zion was organized
in the Rocky Mountains. After the return to Winter Quarters, a "General Epistle from the
Council of the Twelve Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
abroad, dispersed throughout the earth," was written and signed by Brigham Young and
Willard Richards. It was dated December 23rd, 1847, and announced, among many
other important things, that emigration could be recommenced, as a new gathering
place had been found in the heart of the Rocky Mountains. The following year (1848)
witnessed a large emigration of Saints crossing the plains and mountains for the valley
of Great Salt Lake. These were not only the exiles from Nauvoo, but included large
companies of British Saints, who, not fearing to exchange their homes in the crowded
cities of England for the pioneer cabin in an American desert, braced the storms of the
ocean and the dangers and hardships of the plains, in order to gather with the Saints of
God. Since that time a constant stream of emigration has poured into our mountain
home, where the settlements of the Saints have spread from the first little colony
planted where Salt Lake City now stands to the extreme south and north, and also to
the east and west, until nearly every valley in the Rockies resounds with the music of
industry and thrift, and also with the praises and thanks-givings which a devoted people
continually offer up to their God, who has so miraculously preserved and blessed them.
As the population has increased new Stakes and gathering places have been
organized, until there are now nearly five hundred organized wards and branches of the
Church in the Rocky Mountains, all of which may be considered as gathering places for
the people of God at the present time. These settlements are continually growing by the
emigration from abroad, as well as from the natural increase at home, and new wards
and branches are still being organized every year.

Not to count the settlements in Canada and Mexico, the wards and branches within the
confines of the United States are at present organized into thirty two Stakes of Zion,
which, arranged into alphabetical order, stand as follows:

Bannock Stake (organized February 4th, 1884) embraces the northern part of
Bingham County, Idaho, and consists of twenty organized wards.

Bear Lake Stake (organized August 25th and 26th, 1877) embraces Bear Lake County,
Idaho, Rich County, Utah, a part of Uintah County, Wyoming, and one settlement [Soda
Springs] in Bingham County, Idaho. It consists of twenty-six organized wards and
branches.

Box Elder Stake (first organized in 1856, and reorganized August 19th, 1877) embraces
the greater part of Box Elder County, Utah, and consists of fourteen organized wards.

Beaver Stake (organized July 25th and 26th, 1877) embraces Beaver County, Utah,
and consists of six wards and branches.
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Cache Stake (organized November 14th, 1859) embraces Cache County, Utah, and
consists of twenty-three wards.

Cassia Stake (organized November 19th and 20th, 1887) embraces Cassia County,
Idaho, and consists of six wards.

Davis Stake (organized June 17th, 1877) embraces Davis County, Utah, and consists
of seven wards.

Emery Stake (partly organized August 22nd, 1880) embraces most of Emery County,
Utah, and consists of fourteen wards and branches.

Juab Stake (organized July 1st, 1877) embraces Juab County, Utah, and consists of six
wards and branches.

Kanab Stake (organized August 17th, 1877) embraces Kane County Utah, and consists
of eleven small wards and branches.

Maricopa Stake embraces Maricopa County, Arizona, and consists of five wards.

Millard Stake (organized July 21st and 22nd, 1877) embraces Millard County, Utah, and
consists of ten wards.

Malad Stake (organized February 12th, 1888) embraces the northeast part of Box
Elder County, Utah, and part of Oneida County, Idaho, and consists of nine wards.

Morgan Stake (organized July 1st, 1877) embraces Morgan County, Utah, and consists
of nine wards.

Oneida Stake (organized June 1st, 1884) consists of seven wards in Oneida County,
and seven wards in Bingham County, Idaho—fourteen wards altogether.

Panguitch Stake (organized April 23rd, 1877) embraces Garfield County and part of
Piute County, Utah, and consists of six wards.

Parowan Stake (reorganized in 1877) embraces Iron County, Utah, and consists of
seven wards and branches.

Salt Lake Stake (organized in October, 1847) the principal Stake of Zion and the
present headquarters of the Church, embraces Salt Lake County, Utah, and consists of
forty-four wards, namely: twenty-two in Salt Lake City, and twenty-two in the
surrounding country.
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San Luis Stake (formerly called the Conejos Stake, organized in June, 1883) consists
of the Saints residing in Conejos County, Colorado, who are organized into six wards
and branches.

Sanpete Stake (reorganized July 4th, 1877) embraces Sanpete County, Utah, and
consists of seventeen organized wards.

San Juan Stake consists of the Saints residing in San Juan County, Utah, two wards in
Grand County, Utah, one ward in La Plata County, Colorado, and two wards in New
Mexico—altogether seven wards and branches.

St. Joseph Stake embraces Graham County, and part of Cochise County, Arizona, and
consists of seven wards.

Snowflake Stake (organized December 18th, 1887) embraces parts of Apache and
Yavapai counties, Arizona, and consists of eight wards.

Sevier Stake embraces Sevier County and part of Piute County, Utah, and consists of
twenty wards and branches.

St. George Stake (organized April 7th, 1877) embraces Washington County, Utah, the
Saints residing in Lincoln County, Nevada, and two small settlements in Yavapai
County, Arizona—altogether thirty-six wards and branches.

St. Johns Stake embraces a part of Apache County, Arizona, one ward in Valencia
County, and one in Socorro County, New Mexico—altogether seven wards.

Summit Stake (organized July 8th and 9th, 1877) embraces Summit County, Utah, two
wards in Uintah County, Wyo., and one branch at Rock Springs, Sweet Water County,
Wyo.—altogether sixteen wards and branches.

Tooele Stake (organized June 24th and 25th, 1877) embraces all of Tooele County,
Utah, and consists of eight Wards.

Uintah Stake (organized May 9th, 1887) embraces Uintah County, Utah, and consists of
six wards.

Utah Stake (first organized March 19th, 1851) embraces all of Utah County, and a small
part of Emery County, Utah, and consists of twenty-four wards and branches.

Wasatch Stake (organized July 14th and 15th, 1877) embraces Wasatch County, and
one settlement (Woodland) in Summit County, Utah, and consists of nine wards and
branches.
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Weber Stake (first organized Jan. 26th, 1851, and reorganized in 1877) embraces all of
Weber County, Utah, and consists of twenty-one wards.

Besides the Stakes enumerated in the foregoing, which are all within the borders of the
United States, there is a Stake called Alberta, recently organized in the Dominion of
Canada, and several settlements in Mexico, now awaiting a Stake organization.

Audrew Jenson.
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