


























































































































































































































































































































































































































CENTENNIAL CARAVAN 

The visit of the Mormon caravan Thursday should have brought back to all 
of us in Council Bluffs the story of our beginnings and of the great debt this city 
owes to that band of men and women who crossed the plains to Salt Lak·e City a 
century ago .... 

They laugh and joke as we do, sing and play, and after listening to one or two 
of them talk, enjoy a joke as we do. Once or twice we suspected one or two of 
them of slyly pulling our leg. 

We'd like to have another visitation from them so that we could all become 
better acquainted. W e think they are pretty good citizens. 

Council Bluffs, Ia. NONPARIEL. Saturday, July 19, 1947. 

It is not just maudlin that prompts the descendants of that band to 
re-enact the hazardous journey 100 years later. It is more than that. It become 
a religious ceremonial, a thanksgiving for the experience of the century that has 
intervened, a blessing for the citizenship attained by those hardy settlers. 

Burlington, Ia . HAWKEYE GAZETTE. ;vednesday, July 16, 1947. 

Per capita the Mormons suffered more massacring and persecution before they 
established Utah than any other sect ever experienced in this country. Next to the 
Indians the Mormons took a wors 2 beating than any group ever took in the U.S.A. 
They fled to a desert and made it a garden. They converted wasteland into a 
flourishing, clean, decent community where crime and chisding arc at a minimum. -.... 

Their conversion of this land, that was too lean even for the Indians and 
trappers a century ago, into a kingdom of prosperity, diligence and happine s most 
certainly presents some answers to the tragic puzzles of other minorities. The 
Mormon solution as seen in Utah today is the world's chief exhibit of a persecuted 
minority working and thinking itself into a bright destiny. 

Chicago, Ill. DAILY TIMES. Wednesday, September 3, 1947. 

T op lcfl: Pre-coro L·u n oclil'il y is c<>rr tercd around tfl t' tdilil y /ru cks, w fli ch ore /o orrit•c 
a/ the day's campsite ... tlw re' S ully' weo porr s corric1: th e scenery u•agon orrd tlw fwniliar 
red of Archie IcFarlund '. meal /ruck. Top ri ghl : T/1e sound truck was alu •ay in a Twrry, 
loa. Th ey were jofmn y-on-tlu>-spot to ornpl ify tlw word. of speokers at euery little slop. Tlw t' 
!lorry Poll and By Open lw w standing up /ron/. enlcr lefl : The California conlinrwnt 
in oll their glory toke lime out / or group clos -up . cnlcr ri ght : Fearsome lookin g cr<'o lurc. 
isn 't f1e? But quit.e harrnles and erued h.is purpose well. Bollom lefl : Three tf1 e. pian . step 
out o/ characlel' / or a moment's chat. L cfl Lo ri ght. Judge Jeppson, Album ... hield and !\eel 
Riclwrdson. Bollom righl : ProlJahly lh<' one vel1icle in tl1e caro uan that didn 't fwu ' trouble 
making it up to R ock rec k. Th e little w l1. ile tveapons carrier w itl1. lou dell J olmson and 

ul/ iuon Ric fwrdson fwngin g on/ a tlw w indshield. 
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• But li[e on the trek wasn't all parades, peeclws and K.P. dut y. Tl1ere was tlw time Doroth y 
Keddington (top lefl) doused "]im Bridger" S hipley wit/1 !h e help of a wol er lwg ... and 
he look it smiling. T op righl : Grover Dun/orcl and /ock llowell are percf1ed al op Llw rock 
marking tlw graves o[ tho e who died wil/1 th e W i//ie lfanclcarl compan y at R ock Creek. 
Bollom lcfl : F. M . Micl1e/sen · tells Mrs. M . 0. A f1lon, wlw was w itl1 Vida Fox Claw. on's 
party, and her son 'vV ende/1, that th o e grains o[ rye were good to ea /. l3ollom ri ghL : Tim <' 
out [or a camera study o[ the three ladies and tlw ir pioneer companion, Bill el on. 



Top lcfl : l:orl hip/ey in sweet rep o e . . . snapped just be/ore a rattlesnake slithered over his 
woy. Top ri ghl : M emorie tfwt ble and burn . . . 'vVm. G eorge Clark o/ Logan preserved 
by a photographer's kill for posterity a he looked in his trek regalia. The man is a born actor 
ond is net•N lwppier thc111 when he i dressed up in a costume of some sort or other. Boltom 
lcfl : R ecoiling clay o/ th eir "youtf1" by lwlancing on tTw railroad tracks ]or a distance are 
tfw two Roy cou/ s on tfw trek, Lionel fow and ]oe Jeppson. Doll om ri ght : This pirlurc 
co,fd possiMy be c ~tlille d " ,1/y • leep , " tl'ith tfte wil~ ls o/ \V)'otning /or a canopy and his 
weupons c;urricr ]or a h •d. 



CENTENNIAL CARAVAN 

The caravan is a tribute to the hardy pioneers who overcame all misfortunes, 
in their search for freedom, to build cities in the desert. It also is a reminder of 
the hardy spirit that built America and made it great. The Saints ventured into the 
West in much the same manner and for the same reason that the Puritans came 
to N ew England. The re~enacted trek is a reminder of the perseverance of all those 
who helped to found this nation. Each pioneer group had its able leaders. The 
Saints had Brigham Young, without whose sound judgment and stern discipline the 
caravan might have perished. Young's plan for establishing temporary colonies 
along the way to grow food and afford resting places for following caravan's and 
his program of organizing work parties of 10 carried the bulk of the party safely 
through the long journey westward . 

This week, the pioneers again are on the march as a reminder that the spirit 
of America still lives in the hearts of strong men and wom~n who have the will and 
energy to carry a great nation onto even greater heights. 

Quincy, Ill. HERALD WHIG. Monday, July 14, 1947. 

Unlike some moderns they (the Mormons) set great store by tradition and 
miss no opportunity to honor the founders of their religion, who had the courage 
to undertake the impossible a century ago. 

Many of the brave men and women who started on that epic journey died along 
the way. Those who survived founded an empire and built one of the great cities 
of the country in what was then a barren waste. 

Siioux City, Ia. JOURNAL~TRIBUNE. Monday, July 21, 1947. 

Recent news stories have described the modern caravan of shiny motor cars, 
upon which are mounted plywood oxen and white canvas tops to give the appear­
ance of prairie schooners, rolling from Nauvoo, Ill., over the route followed by the 
religious group a century ago, westward to Utah for the celebration. Hostile mobs 
threatened the lives of the 1847 party, whereas this summer the only interference with 
the schedule of the motorists was the friendly hospitality thrust upon the travelers 
by those in the communities through which they passed .... 

The modern caravan arrived at its destination this week to find a thriving and 
prosperous city of 183,000 to welcome them, contrasted to the wilderness which 
awaited the Brigham Young party. 

Kansas City, Mo. TIMES. July 24, 1947. 

T op : Trekkers boasting ancient 9uns gntlw r togeth er in th e midst o/ nH' morie, o f early l1eroi m 
at Ft. Bridget· and display their heirloom shootin g equipment. n otom: 'rf, e tf,·ee oldes t son , o/ 
U tah Pioneers to make the trek obliningly stand toge th er / or a uniqu t> pic ture. Left to ri ght: 
]ohn Smitl1 , George McClellan and Al/rr d Durlwm. 
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CENTENNIAL CARAVAN 

On£ hundred years ago this morning the Mormon hegira leaders reached the 
present site of Columbus. They were emulating the example of the Moslems on 
their flight from Mecca. Their first location was in Western New York. The second 
"stake" WC!S at Nauvoo, Illinoiis. There they were persecuted by many religious 
sects, the Quakers alone befriending them, and fled enmasse westward to the shores 
of the great S ::dt Lake in Utah. Chief among the Mormon leader was Brigham 
Young. When I was a little boy I lived on the mar~ed trail of the Mormons through 
Southern Iowa. I often heard prejudiced people tell incidents of the wickedness 
of th ~ Mormons. My Quaker mother guarded me against accepting such stories 
as true, but despite her teaching I did imbibe more or less prejudice. Fifty years 
later I spent one hundred days among the Mormons in Salt Lak·¥ City and vicinity. 
I hav2 bezn privileged to visit many strange peo;Jle in many lands in the Western 
h?misphere and beyond the far-reaching seas. Now it is my high privilege to do my 
best part in testifying that in all my far journeyings over the world I never encoun­
tered a higher type of people than the Utah Mormons. During my hundred days in 
Utah I n?ver heard a Mormon utter a profane nor an unclean word. I visited the 
Mo rmons on their ranches in Southwest Utah and Eastern Nevada, chiefly engaged 
in the sheep and cattle business. In that almost de ert zone I never saw a Mormon 
abuse a horse nor a dog. That experience of fifty years ago drove out of me all 
thought of evil regarding the Mormons. None other than religious enthusiasts could 
have survived that hegira from Nauvoo to Utah. Did the Mormon prophets lead 
their follower-s to that barren land by divine command? I do not know. But I doubt 
if any other than reli11ious enthusiasts could have accomplished what the once 
despised and persecuted Mormons accomplished in Utah. Today, as in the days 
of their persecution, the Mormons live true to the tenets of their religiion. There 
arc no hungry people in Utah, nor any Mormons on public "relief" rolls. There 
are no drunkards among the Mormons. Utah is close to first place among all the 
states in promotion of public education. My advice to any friend who was preju­
diced against those peculiar Mormon people is to visit them in their business places, 
in their homes i:J. on£ of th e most b~autiful cities in all the world. I give promise 
that such a visit will cause all un-Christian prejudice to fly from their hearts and 
minds as " the mists before the morning sun." 

Edgar Howard, Columbus, Nebr. TELEGRAM. July 16, 1947. 

The Mor:non trek wrot? a dramatic chapter in the history of this city and of 
the fertile Missouri Valley. Both the city and the valley extend the hand of wel­
come to the des cendants of those who wrote that chapter 100 years ago. 

Omaha, Neb. EVENING WORLD HERALD. July 16, 1947. 

Top lcfL: Tf1is is a po.ed shot o/ tfw uery ollraclit•e and tolen tNl Indian. u•f10 pN/ormed on 
tfte progrwn ]or th e lwnclred :;: tl'i10 co me to Ft. Rridrwr to meet us. T op righL: Biggest tl1rill 
of tl1 e journey ]or ladies might u·ell fw ue l1een th e monw nl u•hen tTwy were inlrocluced by 
\V en dell A . hton to th e audience ouer/lotl' ing tt'ilh f10me folk. ancl tl1en eacl1 pre cn tecl u•itl1 
11 sterlin g silver clwrm l11·acelet boosliii!J Cenle nnio/ clwrm that were miniature replicas o/ 
hislorir monument s oncl lwilclinf.JS, etc. nouom lcfL: It' s our presiclent again, tlliS lime paying 
tribut e to Mrs. Charles vVosho/,ie. Rou om righL: Pre siden t DuPicl 0. M cKa y droue up to Ft. 
flri<lrwr l o 6e our mnin speol.c•r. \V e not n pirlurc o/ l1im ll 'ormly wee/inn ll r'o of n11r nd,•en­
/11:'"11' f>nnd. J\ fr. nn :f J\frs. , \ ('(• / l<ir· fuml ,-on 
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