
an impressive letter from the
pen of josephsmithjosephJosephSmithsmith

LAMAR C BERRETT

because of rivalry and jealousy among the missouri saints
the piophetprophet joseph smith sidney rigdon and newel K whit-
ney were appointed to sit in council with them in april 1832

D & C 78 910.910glogio9 10 this was the second visit by joseph smith
to the missouri area

after grievances were amicably settled the three brethren
returned to kirtland by stage via st louis and vincennes in-
diana at a point between vincennes indiana and new al-
bany near greenville they had a runawayrun away when the horses
became frightened joseph and sidney jumped out of the coach
unhurt but when bishop whitney attempted to jump his coat
caught and threw him into the wheel his leg and foot were
broken in several places joseph and newel stayed at mr por-
ter s public house at greenville for four weeks and elder
rigdon returned to kirtland while attending brother whit-
ney as he recuperated from his injuries joseph smith was poi-
soned he vomited so profusely that he dislocated his jaw he
replaced it himself and then made his way to the bedside of
newel K whitney where newel administered to him and he
was healed instantly the prophet joseph smith indicated that
the effect of the poison was so powerful it caused much of the
hair of his head to be loosened he was grateful to be alive
however and said thanks be to my heavenly father for his
interference

sometime in the four weeks while newel K whitney was
bedfast joseph smith wrote an intimate letter to his wife
emma 1 his impressive account of his struggle for repentance
and his assurance of his own forgiveness is touching it is one
of the most authentic glimpses of the prophet s repentance and
effort for worthiness

dr berrett is a professor of religion and chairman of the department of church
history and doctrine at brigham young university

this letter was discovered by james R harris in 1960 in the possession
of the chicago historical society who graciously supplied us with a copy of
the letter see DHC 1271212712 for the instance of writing
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indiana
june 6thath greenville floid co

1832
dear wife

I1 would inform you that brother martin
has arrived here and draughtbraught the pleasing
news that our familys were well when he
left them which greatelyGreately chearedcheated our hearts
and relrevivedvived our spirits we thank our
hevenlyheverly father for his goodness unto

all of you
us andatettandAand A yeuyeeyettyeelyoutett martin arrived on satterday
the same week he left chagrin haveinghaleing
a properousprosperousproperous time we are all inin good heath
brother whitneyswhitneytWhitneys leg isis gaining and he thinks
he shall be able to to perform his

about
journy so as to get home A as soon as11 the
2oth20thaoth my situation isis a very unpleasentpleasentunpleasantun one
although I1 will endeaver to be contented the
lord asistingassisting me I1 have visited a grove
which is just back of the town almost
every day where I1 can be secluded from the
eyes of any mortal and there give vent to all
the feelings of my heart in meaditation and
prayrgrayr I1 have called to mind all the past

and
moments of my life and am left to morn
shed tears of sorrow for my folly in suferingferingsuperingSu
the adversary of my soul to have so much

had in times past ul
power over me as he hasahasabuthalabutbut god isis mercifmerciamercif
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and has fogivenforgiven my sins and I1 rjoicerejoice that he
sendethsenneth forth the comferterComfertcomforterer unto as many as

believe and humbleethhumbleeth themselves before him
lost

I1 was grieved to hear that hiram had A his
little child I1 think we can inin some degree
simpathiseSimpathise with him but we all must be

of the lord
reconciled to our lots and say the willabewillwiil A be done

her husband
sister whitney wrote a letter to I1awrichawhich

which was very chearing and being unwell
at that time and ffilled with much anxiety

0
it would have been very consalingconsolingConsAling to me to
have received a few lines from you but as you
did not take the trouble I1 will try to be conte
dotedrntedoted with my lot knowing that god is my
friend in him I1 shall find comfort I1 have
given my life into his hands I1 am prepared
to go at his call I1 desire to be with christ
I1 count not my life dear to me only to do his
will I1 am not pleased to hear that william
mclelinmclalin has come back and disobayeddisobeyeddisobayed the voice
of him who is altogether lovely for a woman
I1 am astonished at sister emaline yet I1 cannot
belive she is not a worthy sister I1 hope she

find
will A him true and kind to her but have

no reason to j expect it his conduct merits the
disapprobation of every true follower of christ
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but this is a painful subject I1 hope you will
excuse my warmth of feeling inin mentioning this
subject and also my inability in convayingconvoyingconvaying my ideas
inin writing I1 am happy to find that you are still
in the faith of christ and at father smiths I1

hope you will comfort father and mother inin

their trials and hiram and fezferyerusyenus jerusha
and the ojestrjestrest of the family tell sophronia I1

remember her and kalvin in my prayrsprayers my

respects to the rest I1 should like see little

julia and once more take her on my knee and
converse with you on I1 all the subjects whi-
ch concerns us things I1 cannot isis not prud
ent for me to write I1 omit all the important

things which could I1 see you I1 could make

you acquainted with tell brother will that
I1 and brother whitney will arrange the

business of that ffarmarm when we come give

my respects to all the brothern br whitnywhinny

family tell them he isis chearfulcheerfulChearful and

patient and a true brother to me I1 subsc-
ribe myself your husband the lord bless

you peace be with so farewell untill I1 return

joseph smith jr
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